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LAISE Pafcal, fon of Stephen 
Pafcal, a Prefident in the Court 
of Aids and of Antonia Begon, was 
born at Clermont, in Auvergne, on 
the 1gth of June, 1623. Scarcely 
had he acquired the faculty of fpeech, 
when he fhewed extraordinary figns 
of great acutenefs, by little repartees 
which he now and then uttered; but 
ftill more by the pertinent queftions 
which he would fometimes afk refpe&- 
ing different objets that attracted his 
attention. His future progrefs was 
every way fuited to fuch a hopeful be- 
ginning ; for, as his reafon acquired 
ftrength and approached towards ma- 
turity, his abilities appeared to be far 
fuperior to what might be expected at 
his period of life. 

He loft his mother when he was 
three years of age; and as he was 
an only fon, and fhewed fuch remark- 
able proofs of fuperior genius, his fa- 
ther, who was a man of great learn- 
ing, and an excellent mathematician, 
relolved to take upon himfelf the 
whole care of his education. For 


this purpofe he removed to Paris, in 
Vou, Il, 





the year 1631, as the duties of his 
office in the country required too 
much of his attention, and would 
have greatly interrupted him in his 
intended undertaking. 

Though young Pafcal’s capacity 
feemed fitted for every branch of flu- 
dy, his inclination was principally 
direéted towards the mathematics, for 
which he conceived an early tafte; 
but his father being apprehenfive that 
if he fhould be once initiated into this 
engaging purfuit, it might give him 
a diflike to the languages, he kept 
him as long ignorant as he poflibly 
could of the principles of geometry. 
The enthufiafm of genius may for 
fome time be reprefled, but it can 
feldom be checked entirely. Pafcal’s 
defire for being acquainted with geo- 
metry became more ardent; and have 
ing one day afked his father the defi- 
nition of that word, he replied— 
«« Geometry is a {cience which teaches 
‘* the method of making juft figures, 
«* and of finding the proportion which 
‘* they bear one toanother.” Pafcal 
was at this a a twelve years of 


age; 
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age; but reflecting upon this defini- 
tion, which, it muft be owned, was 
a very vague one, he began to ittudy 
by himfelf. The place of his amufe- 
ment became the fcene of his medita- 
tions, and he formed upon the pave- 
ment, with a piece of charcoal, dif- 
ferent figures, fuch as circles, trian- 
gles, &c. and endeavoured to difcover 
their relative proportions. When he 
traced out thefe figures he was unac- 
quainted with their proper names, 
but he fupplied this deficiency by his 
own imagination : acircle he called a 
ring, a line a bar, &c. and afterwards 
laid down axioms, eftablifhed princi- 
ples, and conneéted things, in fucha 
manner, by: the force of natural rea- 
foning alone, that he at length form- 
ed demonftrations. By thefe means 
he difcevered the properties of lines 
that cut one another, fome of thofe 
of triangles, and advanced as far, by 
a chain of confequences, as the thirty- 
fecond propofition of the firft book of 
Euclid.* 

One day, while loft in meditation 
and abforbed in thought, his father 
unexpectedly entered his apartment, 
and having afked him what he was 
about, he replied, that he was en- 
deavouring to find a folution of the 
above theorem. Surprifed at this 
anfwer, Mr. Pafcal defired to know 
who had made him acquainted with 
it; upon which the child told him 
that no one had given him the leaft 
inftruction, and that he had been led 
to it by making one difcovery after 
another. By tracing back then the 
different fteps by which he had ad- 
vanced fo far, always making ufe of 
the words bars and rings, he defcend- 
ed to the axioms and definitions 
which he had invented. Aftonifhed 
at the force of his fon’s genius, Mr. 
Pafcal left him, without being able 
to utter a fingle word, and immedi- 
ately haftened to one of his intimate 
friends, named Je Pailleur, who was 
an able mathematician, to communi- 


cate to him his joy, or rather fur- 
prife; but when he arrived he re- 
mained motionlefs and filent. A 
flood of tears, however, came to his 
relief, and Mr. le Pailleur having 
begged him not to conceal the caufe 
of his affliction, he replied, ** I do 
‘* not weep for forrow, but for joy.” 
*© You know,” added he, ** the care 
** that I have taken to conceal from 
** my fon all knowledge of geometry, 
“© Jeft it fhould divert him from other 
“ ftudies ; neverthelefs, fee what he 
‘‘has done.” He then related what 
he had feen; and Mr, le Pailleur was 
fo ftruck with his fon’s abilities, that 
he advifed him to put Euclid into his 
hands, and to fuffer him to purfue his 
own inclinations. 

This work Pafcal read with infinite 
delight, and he comprehended the 
whole without the leaft explanation or 
affiftance. Having thence acquired 
a proper mode of reafoning, he traced 
every effeét to its caufe, and never 

ve over his inveftigation until he 
Fad fatisfied himfelf refpeéting it. 
Obferving, one day, that a plate of ear- 
then ware, which had been ftruck by a 
knife, emitted a found, and that it 
ceafed as foon as it was touched by 
the hand, he repeated the experiment, 
and made fo many remarks in his re- 
fearches, that he compofed a {mall 
differtation on the nature of found. 
This differtation his father carried 
with him to a club of literary men, 
who met once every weck, and thefe 
gentlemen found it fo excellent, that 
they begged Mr. Pafcal to fuffer his 
fon to become a member of their fo- 
ciety. ‘Though young Pafcal ftudied 
the mathematics only during his hours 
of recreation, as his father obliged 
him to devote the whole of his time 
to languages, he made fuch a rapid 


progrefs in.that fcience, that he wrote, 


at the age of fixteen, a treatife of co- 
nic feétions, which the greateft ma- 
thematicians of the time admired. 
Defcartes, to whom Mr. Pafcal fent a 


* This propofition is, that the exterior anzle of any triangle is equal to the two in- 
terior and oppofite angles; and thatthe three angles of every reétiliniar triangle are 


equal totwo raght ones, 
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eopy of it, could not believe it to be 
the production of fo young a man, 
and he chofe rather to afcribe the ho- 
nor of it to the father. ‘The mem- 
bers of the fociety to which he be- 
longed were defirous of having it 
printed, but young Pafcal was fo mo- 
deft, that he did not think it of fuffi- 
cient importance to be laid before the 
public. 

From geometry, he proceeded with 
the fame facility through other parts 
of the mathematics; but clofe appli- 
cation to ftudy greatly deranged his 
health. He was fcarcely nineteen 
when he invented a fingular Arithme- 
tical Machine, by which one may 
make all forts of calculations, not 
only without the affiftance of a pen, 
or of counters, but even without 
knowing a fingle rule in arithmetic. 
The great inconvenience attending 
this machine, was its bulk; but as it 
was compofed of a great number of 
wheels, and various other parts, this 
could hardly be avoided. 

The bad ftate of his health having 
obliged him to fufpend his labors for 
fome time, he was not ina condition 
to refume them till four years after. 
About that period, having feen Tori- 
celli’s experiment refpecting a vacuum 
and the weight of the air, he turned his 
thoughts towards thefe objects ; and 
in a conference with Mr. Petit, in- 
tendant of fortifications, propofed to 
make farther refearches. In confe- 
quence of this idea, he undertook fe- 
veral new experiments, one of which 
was as follows: Having provided 
a glafs tube, forty-fix feet in length, 
open at one end, and fealed hermeti- 
cally at the other, he filled it with 
red wine, that he might diftinguith 
the liquor from the tube. He then 
elevated it in this condition, and 
having placed it perpendicularly to the 
horizon, ftopped up the bottom, and 
plunged it into a veffel full of water, 
to the depth of a foot ; after which he 
opened the extremity of the tube, and 
the wine defcended to the height of 
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about thirty-two feet from the furface 
of the veffel, leaving a confiderable 
vacuum at the upper extremity. He 
next inclined the tube, and remarked 
that the wine rofe higher; and hav- 
ing inclined it till the top was within 
thirty-two feet of the ground, making 
the wine thus run out, he found that 
the water rofe in it, fo that it was 
partly filled with that fluid, and part- 
ly with wine. He made alfo a great 
many experiments with fiphons, fy- 
ringes, bellows, and all kinds of tubes, 
waking ufe of different liquors, fuch 
as quickfilver, water, wine, oil, &c. 
and having publifhed them in 1647, 
difperfed his work throughout ail 
France, and tranfmitted it alfo to fo- 
reign countries. All thefe experi- 
ments, however, afcertained effects, 
without demonftrating the caufes. 
Pafcal knew that Toricelli conjeCtured 
that thofe phenomena which he had 
obferved were occafioned by the 
weight of the air ;* and, in order to 
difcover the truth of this theory, he 
made an experiment at the top and 
bottom of a mountain in Auvergne, 
called Le Puy de Dome, the refult of 
which gave him reafon to conclude 
that air was weighty. Of this expe- 
riment he publifhed an account, and 
fent copies of it to moft of the learned 
men in Europe. He likewife renewed 
it at the top of feveral high towers, 
fuch as thofe of Notre Dame, at Paris, 
St. Jacques de la Beucherie, &e. and 
always remarked the fame difference 
in the weight of the air, at different 
elevations. ‘This fully convinced hir 

of the weight of the atmofphere ; and 
from this difcovery he drew many 
ufeful and important inferences. He 
compofed alfo a large treatife, in 
which he thoroughly explained this 
fubjeét, and replied to all the objec- 
tions that had been ftarted againit it. 
As he thought this work rather too 
protix, and as he was fond of brevity 
and precifion, he divided it into two 
{mall treatifes, one of which he enti- 
tled, A Differtation on the Equili- 


* Before this period, all thofe effe&s which are now known to be produced by the 
weght of the atmofphere, were attributed to Nature’s abhorrence of a vacuum. 
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brium of Liquors; and the other, 
An Effay on the Weight of the At- 
mofphere. 

Thefe labors procured Pafcal fo much 
reputation, that the greateft mathe- 
maticians and philofophers of the age 
propofed various queftions to him, 
and confulted him refpecting fuch 
difficulties as they could not folve. 
Some years after, while tormented 
with a violent fit of the tooth-ache, 
he difcovered the folution of a pro- 
blem propofed by Father Merfenne, 
which had baffled the penetration of 
all thofe who had attempted it, This 
problem was to determine the curve 
defcribed in the air by the nail of a 
coach wheel, while the machine is in 
motion. Pafcal offered a reward of 
forty piftoles to any one who fhould 
give a fatisfaCtory anfwer to it. No 
one, however, having fucceeded, he 

ublifhed his own at Paris; but as he 
oan now to be difgufted with the 
{ciences, he would not put his real 
name to it, but fent it abroad under 
that of A. d’Ettenville. This was 
the laft work which he publifhed in 
the mathematics; his infirmities now 
encreafing fo much, that he was un- 
der the neceflity of renouncing fevere 
fiudy, and of living fo reclufe, that 
he fearcely admitted any perfon to fee 
him. 

For the fake of unbending his mind, 
Pafcal ufed often to go to Port Royal 
des Champs, where one of his filters 
had taken the veil, and where he had 
an opportunity of feeing the celebra- 
ted Mr. Arnaud, and feveral of his 
friends. This gentleman’s difpute 
with the Do¢tors of the Sorbonne, who 
were endeavouring to condemn his 
opinions, was of courfe frequently 
brought upon the carpet. Mr. Ar- 
naud, folicited to write a defence, 
had compofed a treatife, which how- 
ever did not meet with approbation, 
and which he himfelf confidered asa 
very indifferent work. Pafcal bein 
one day in company, fome of thole 
prefent, who were fenfible of his abi- 
lities, having faid to him, * You, 
** who are a young man, ought to do 
** fomething,” he took the hint, and 
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compofed a letter, which he fhewed 
to his friends, and which was fo 
much admired, that they infifted on 
its being printed. The object of this 
letter is an explanation of the terms, 
next power, fufficient grace, and adiual 
grace; and the author here fhews, as 
well as in two others which followed 
it, that a regard for the faith was not 
the motive which induced the Doétors 
of the Sorbonne to enter into dif- 
pute with Mr. Arnaud, but a de- 
fire of opprefing him by ridiculous 
queftions.  Pafcal, therefore, in other 
letters, which he publifhed afterwards, 
attacks the Jefuits, whom he believed 
to be the authors of this quarrel, and 
in the moft elegant ftyle, feafoned 
with wit and fatire, endeavours to 
render them not only odious, but ri- 
diculovs. For this purpofe he em- 
ploys the form of dialogue, and in- 
troduces an ignorant perfon, as men 
of the world generally are, who re- 
quefts information refpecting the quef- 
tions in difpute from thefe Doétorss 
whom he confults by propofing his 
doubts; and his anfwers to their ree 
plies are fo perfpicuous, pertinent, 
and juit, that the fubjeét is illuftrated 
in the cleareft manner poflible. He 
afterwards expofes the morality of 
the Jefuits, in fome converfations be- 
tween him and one of their cafuifts, 
in which he ftill reprefents a man of 
the world, who feeks for inftruétion, 
and who, hearing maxims altogether 
new to him, feems aftonifhed, but ftill 
liftens with moderation. ‘The cafuift 
believes that he is fincere, and re- 
lifhes thefe maxims, and under this 

erfuafion he difcovers every thing to 
Fim with the greatett readinefs. ‘The 


other is ftill furprifed, and as his in- 
ftructor attributes this furprife only 
to the novelty of his maxims, he ftill 
continues to explain himfelf with the 


fame confidence and freedom. ‘This 
inftruétor is a fimple kind of man, 
who is not overburdened with acute- 
nefs, and who infenfibly engages him- 
felf in details which always become 
more particular, The perfon who 
liftens, wifhing neither to contradict 
him, nor to fubfcribe to his doftrine, 
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receives it with an ambiguous kind 
of raillery, which, however, fuffi- 
ciently fhews what opinion he enter- 
tains of it. 

Thefe letters, written under the 
name of Montalte to a Provincial, 
and thence called the Provincial Let- 
ters, were feverely cenfured by the 
Jefuits. ‘They reproached the author 
with having employed only raillery 
againft them, and with having mif- 
reprefented feveral paflages of their 
authors, which induced Pafcal to write 
eight more, in vindication of himfelf. 
All thefe letters, in number eighteen, 
written in a ftyle altogether new in 
France, appeared in quarto, one af- 
ter another, from the month of Ja- 
nuary, 1656, to the month of March 
of the year following. ‘They are a 
compound of delicate humor, and of 
mafculine eloquence, and unite the 
wit of a Moliere with the clofe rea- 
foning of a Boffuet. Boileau confi- 
dered them as the moft peffect work 
in the French language, and he open- 
ly declared this opinion to the Jefuits 
themfelves. ‘* One day,” fays Ma- 
dam Sevigné in one of her letters, 
** the converfation happened to turn 
** upon the ancients and the moderns. 
* Defpreaux fupported the caufe of 
the ancients, but excepted one 
modern, who, in his opinion, ex- 
6 celled all authors whatever, both 
*© new and old. A Jefuit, who ac- 
** companied Father Bourdaloue, and 
** who affeéted to be the fcholar, afk- 
‘© ed him what that book was, fo dif- 
* tinguifhed for its wit. Defpreaux 
** remained filent; upon which Cor- 
* binelli faid to him, Sir, I beg you 
* will tell it me, that I may read it the 
*‘whole night. Defpreaux, with a 
fmile, replied, You have read it 
more than once, Sir, I am fure of 
“it. The Jefuit fill prefling Def- 
preaux to name that wonderful au- 
*¢ thor, he faid to him, with a fneer- 
** ing and difdainful air, Father, do 
** not prefs me. The Jefuit, how- 
ever, {till continuing to importune 
*‘ him, he at length took him by the 
arm, and giving it a fqueeze, faid, 


** Well, Father, fince you infift upon 


“© it, I muft tell you that I mean Paf- 
“ cal. Pafcal! exclaimed the afto- 
“* nifhed Father: Pafcal is beautiful, 
as far as falfehood can be beautiful. 
«* —Falfehood! returned Defpreaux ; 
** Falfehood! Know, Sir, that his 
“‘work is both replete with truth, 
and inimitable. It has been juft 
“now tranflated into three lan- 
“* guages.” Wather Bohours difcourf- 
ing with the fame Defpreaux on the 
difficulty of writing the French lan- 
guage well, named fuch of the French 
authors as he confidered to be models, 
in refpeét of purity ; Defpreaux, how- 
ever, rejected them all. “ Who 
“then,” faid the Jefuit, ** according 
‘* to your opinion, is the moft perfeét 
*¢ writer? Whom fhall we read?’— 
“* Father,” replied Boileau, ‘* read 
‘© the Provincial Letters; and if you 
“* follow my advice you will read no 
‘* other.”?’ When Bofluet was atked, 
which of all the works written in the 
French language he would with rather 
to have been the author of, he replied, 
as Voltaire fays, “The Provincial Let- 
ters. Indeed, Pafcal’s contempora- 
ries perceived in them a {pecies of 
writing, to which thev had been be- 
fore ftrangers ; and there is, perhaps, 
nota fingle word ufed in them, though 
written almoft a century and a half 
ago, which is not adopted at prefent 
by the beft writers. We may juitly 
fix, at the period when thefe letters 
were written, the eftablifhment of 
the French language. 

Pafcal was only about the age of 
thirty when thtfe letters were pub- 
lifhed, yet he was extremely infirm, 
and his diforders encreafing ioon after 
fo much, that he conceived his end faft 
approaching, he gave up all farther 
thoughts of literary compofition, He 
refolved to fpend the remainder of 
his days in retirement and pious me- 
ditation ; and with this view he broke 
off all his former connections, changed 
his habitation, and {poke to no one, 
not even to his own domeftics. He 
made his own bed, fetched his dinner 
from the kitchen, carried it to his 
apartment, and brought back the 
plates and difhes in the evening; fo 

that 
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that he employed his fervants only to 
cook for him, to go to town, and to 
do fuch other things as he could not 
abfolutely do himfelf. In his cham- 
ber nothing was to be feen but two 
or three chairs, a table, a bed, and 
a few books. It had no kind of or- 
nament whatever; he had neither a 
carpet on the floor, nor curtains to 
his bed, but this did not prevent him 
from fometimes receiving vifits; and 
when his friends appeared furprifed to 
fee him thus without furniture, he 
replied, that he had what was necef- 
fary, and that any thing elfe would 
be a — unworthy of a wife 
man. e employed his time in 
prayer, and in reading the Holy 
Scriptures ; and he wrote down fuch 
thoughts as this exercife infpired. 
Though his continual infirmities oblig- 
ed him to ufe very delicate food, and 
though his fervants employed the ut- 
moft care to provide only what was 
excellent, he never relifhed what he 
eat, and feemed quite indifferent whe- 
ther what they brought him was good 
or bad. When any thing new, and 
in feafon, was prefented to him, and 
when he was afked, after he had finifh- 
ed his repaft, how he liked it, he re- 
plied, ‘* You ought to have informed 
«¢ me before-hand ; I fhould have then 
*« taken notice of it.” His indiffe- 
rence in this refpect was fo great, that 
though his taite was not vitiated, he 
forbade any fauce or ragout to be 
made for him which might excite his 
appetite. He took, without the leaft 
repugnance, all the medicines that 
were prefcribed him for the re- 
eftablifhment of his health ; and when 
MadamePerrier, his fifter, feemed afto- 
nifhed at it, he replied ironically, 
that he could not comprehend how 
people could ever fhew a diflike to a 
medicine, after being apprized that 
it was a difagreeable one, when they 
took it voluntarily; for violence or 
furprife ought only to produce that 
effect. 

Though Pafcal had now given up 
intenfe ftudy, and though he lived in 
the moft temperate manner, his health 
eontinued to decline rapidly, and his 


diforders had fo enfeebled his organs, 
that his reafon became in fome mea- 
fure affected. He always imagined 
that he faw a deep abyfs on his left 
fide, and he never would fit down till 
a chair was placed there to fecure him 
from the danger which he apprehend- 
ed. His friends did every thing in 
their power to banifh this melancholy 
idea from his thoughts, and to cure 
him of his error, but without the de- 
fired effect; for though he would he- 
come calm and compofed for a little, 
the phantom would in a few moments 
again make its appearance, and tor- 
ment him. The caufe of his feeing 
this fingular vifion for the firft time, 
is faid to have leeen as follows :—His 
phyficians, alarmed on account of the 
exhaufted ftate to which he was re- 
duced, had advifed him to fubftitute 
eafy and agreeable exercife for the fa- 
tiguing labors of the clofet. One day, 
in the month of O@ober 1654, hav- 
ing gone, according to cuitom, to 
take an airing on the Pont de Neuilly, 
in a coach and four, the two firft 
horfes fuddenly took fright, oppofite 
to a place where there was no para- 
t, and threw themfelves violently 
into the Seine, but the traces luckily 
giving way, the carriage remained on 
the brink of the precipice. The 
fhock which Pafcal, in his languifhing 
fituation, muft have received from 
this dreadful accident may eafily be 
imagined. It threw him into a fit, 
which continued for fome time, and it 
was with great difficulty that he could be 
reftored to his fenfes. After this pe- 
riod his brain became fo deranged, 
that he was continually haunted by 
the remembrance of his danger, efpe- 
cially when his diforders prevented 
him from enjoying fleep. To the 
fame caufe was attributed a kind of 
vifion or extacy, that he had fome 
time after; a memorandum of which 
he preferved during the remainder of 
his life ina bit of paper, put between 
the cloth and the lining of hiscoat, and 
which he always carried about him. 
Some of the Jefuits had the bafenefs 
and inhumanity to reproach this great 
genius with the derangement of his 
organs. 
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organs. Jn the Didionary of Janfenif 
Books, he is called @ Aypochondriac, 
and aman of a wreng head and a bad 
heart. But, as a celebrated writer 
has obferved, Pafcal’s diforder had in 
it nothing more furprifing or difgrace- 
ful than a fever, or the vertigo. Du- 
ring the lat years of his life, in which 
he exhibited a melancholy example of 
the humiliating reverfes which take 

lacein thistranfitory fcene,and which, 
if properly confidered, might teach 
mankind not to be too proud of thofe 
abilities which a moment miay take 
from them, he attended all the faluta- 
tions,* vifited every church in which 
reliques were expofed, and had always 
a fpiritual almanack, which gave an 
account of all thofe places where par- 
ticular acts of devotion were perform- 
ed. Onthis occafion it has been faid, 
that Religion renders great minds capable 
of little things, and little minds capable 
of great. 

That he might not be alone in his 
houfe, Pafcal had engaged a man, 
with his wife and whole family, to 
live with him; and he maintained 
them all at his own expence, and fup- 
plied them with every thing neceflary. 
One of this man’s children being at- 
tacked by the fmall pox, he was afraid 
that this contagious diforder would 
prevent his fifter from vifiting him, 
left fhe might convey the infection to 
herown. On this account he wifhed 
to get the fick child removed ; but as 
he apprehended that it would be dan- 

erous to tranfport it in that fituation, 
. chofe rather to remove himfelf, 
though then very ill. ** I thall be lefs 
** expofed in quitting my habitation,” 
faid he, “‘ and for this reafon it is I 
“* who muft remove;’’ which he ac- 
cordingly did, and went to refide 
with his fifter, Madame Perrier. 

Three days after this he was feized 
with a violent cholic, which entirely 
deprived him of fleep; and though his 
phyficians affured him that there was 
not the leaft fhadow of danger, he re- 
folved to fettle his affairs, and with this 
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view made his will, in which the 
poor were not forgotten. He was re- 
markably charitable, and if he had 
not had relations, it appears that he 
would have left the whole of his for- 
tune to relieve the needy. A little 
before his death, he faid to his fifter, 
‘* Whence happens it that I have 
** done nothing for the poor, though 
“I have always had a great love 
“forthem?’ «It is,” replied Ma- 
dame Perrier, ‘* becaufe you have 
** never been rich enough to afford 
“them much affiftance.” <* That 
«* has been my misfortune,” returned 
Pafcal ; ** but if the phyficians fpeak 
“truth, and if it pleafe God to 
** free me from this malady, I am re- 
“folved to employ the reft of my 
“© days only in the fervice of the 
** poor.” When attacked by moft 
acute pains, he comforted his friends, 
whom he faw afflicted on account of 
his fufferings, in the following words: 
—‘* Grieve not for me; difeafe is the 
*© natural ftate of Chriftians, becaufe 
“* one is then, as one ought always 
‘to be, in pain, deprived of the 
** pleafures and enjoyments of the 
** fenfes, free from all thofe paffions that 
‘* infeft us during the courfe of our 
‘* lives, and exempted from ambition 
** and avarice, and in the continual 
** expectation of death.” Full of 
fuch fentiments, this great man breath- 
ed his laft, pronouncing thefe words, 
** May God never forfake me.” He 
expired on the rgth of Auguft, 1662, 
at one o’clock in the morning, aged 
39 years and two months, and was 
buried at St. Stephen of the Mount, 
his own parith, behind the great altar. 
Jn company Pafcal was diftinguifh- 
ed by the amiablenefs of his behavi. 
our; by his eafy, agreeable, and in- 
ftructive converfation, and by great 
modefty. He pofieifed a natural kind 
of eloquence, which was in a manner 
irrefiitible. ‘Thearguments he employ- 
ed, for the moft part, produced the 
effect which he propofed ; and though 
his abilities entitled him to aflume an 
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* Certain folemn prayers, which are repeated at certain hours, and oncertain days, 
in the Popith churches, 
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air of fuperiority, he never difplayed 
that haughty and imperious tone 
which may often be obferved in men 
of fhining talents. ‘The philofophy 
of this great man confifted in re- 
nouncing all pleafure, and every fu- 
perfluity. He not only denied him- 
felf the moft common gratifications, 
but he took alfo, without reluétance, 
and even with pleafure, either as nou- 
rifhment or as remedies, whatever 
was difagreeable to the fenfes ; and he 
every day retrenched fome part of his 
drefs, food, or other things, which 
he confidered as not abfolutely necef- 
fary. Towards the clofe of his life, 
he employed himfelf wholly in pious 
and moral reflections, writing down 
thefe which he judged worthy of be- 
ing preferved. ‘The firft piece of pa- 
per he could find was employed for 
this purpofe ; and he commonly put 
down only a few words of each fen- 
tence, as he wrote them merely for 
his own ufe. The bits of paper upon 
which he had written thefe thoughts 
were found, after his death, filed up- 
on different pieces of ftring, without 
any order or connection, and being 
copied exattly as they were written, 
they were afterwards arranged and 
publifhed. 

The celebrated Bayle, {peaking of 
this great man, fays,—an hundred vo- 
lumes of fermons are not of fo much 
avail asa fimple account of the life of 
Pafcal. His humility, and his devo- 
tion, mortified the libertines more 
than if they had been attacked by a 
dozen of miffionaries. In a word, 
Bayle had fo high an idea of this phi- 
lofopher, that he calls hima paradox in 
the human fpecies. ‘* When we con- 
** fider his character,” fays he, “* we 
«are almoft inclined tv doubt that 
s¢ be eas born of a woman, like the 
** man mentioned by Lucretius : 


*6 Ut vix humana videatur ftirpe crea- 
*S tus.”* 


Pafcal’s works, befides thofe already 
mentioned, are, I. Thoughts on Religion, 
and other fubjeds, collected from the 
above papers, and publifhed at Am- 


fterdam in 1688, in one volume, 
1z2mo, II. A Treatife on the Equili 
brium of Liquors, 12mo. Ul, Some 
other writings for the Clergy of Paris, 
againft the Apology of the Cafuifts by 
Father Pirot. The moft celebrated 
editions of the Provincial Letters are 
that which was printed in four lan- 
guages, viz. Latin, French, Italian, 
and Spanifh, at Cologne, in 1684, 
in o¢tavo ; and that in French only, 
without notes, printed at the fame 
place, in 1657. Anedition, publith- 
ed at Amiterdam, in four vols. 12mo. 
in 1749, with notes by Wandrock, is 
efteemed alfo. The works of Pafcal 
were collected in 5 v6], 8vo. and pub- 
lifhed at the Hague, by de Tune, and 
at Paris, by Nyon, fenior, in 1779 
This edition of Pafcal’s works may be 
confidered as the firft publifhed; at 
leaft the greater part of them were not 
before collefted into one body, and 
fome of them had remained only in 
manufcript. For this colleétion the 
public were indebted to the Abbé 
Boflu, and Pafcal deferved to have 
fuch an editor. ‘ This extraordina- 
**ry man,” fays he, ** inherited 
** from nature all the powers of ge- 
“‘nius. He was a geometrician of 
** the firft rank, a profound reafoner, 
“and a fublime and elegant writer. 
** If we reflect, that in a very fhort 
** life, oppreffed by continual infirmi- 
*€ ties, he invented a curious Arith- 
** metical Machine, the elements of 
** the calculation of chances, and a 
** method of refolving various pro- 
** blems refpeting the cycloid; that 
** he fixed, in an irrevocable manner, 
‘6 the wavering opinions of the learn- 
**-ed refpecting the weight of the air ; 
** that he wrote one of the completett 
*€ works which exift in the French 
** Janguage; and that in his Thoughts 
‘* there are paflages, the depth and 
** beauty of which are incomparable, 
** we fhall be induced to believe, that 
*< a greater genius never exifted in any 
‘* age or nation. All thofe who had 
** occafion to frequent his company, 
*¢in the ordinary commerce of the 
** world, acknowledged his fuperio- 
** sity, but it excited no envy againft 
shim, 























*¢ him, as he was never fond of fhew- 
‘ing it. His converfation inftruct- 
*‘ed, without making thofe who 
“¢ heard him fenfible of their own in- 
** feriority, and he was remarkably 
** indulgent towards the faults of 
** others. It may be eafily feen, by 
*€ his Provincial Preity and by fome 
*© of his other works, that he was born 
** with a great fund of humor, which 
** his infirmities could never entirely 
** deftroy. In company he readily 
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«* indulged in that harmlefs and deli- 
** cate raillery which never gives of- 
‘* fence, and which greatly tends to 
** enliven converfation; but its prin- 
“* cipal objeét generally was of a mo- 
“ral nature. For example, ridicul- 
‘* ing thofe authors who fay My Book, 
“© My Commentary, My Hijtory, they 
“€ would do better, added he, tofay,Our 
*© Book, Our Commentary, Our Hiftory ; 
“ fince there are in them much more of 
“* other people’s than their own.”* 


OBSERVATIONS on tHe PRODUCTIONS or MOLDAVIA anv 
WALLACHIA. * 


HE vine, that fhrub fo ufeful 

on account of its productions, 
deferves to be mentioned before all 
others, either on account of the gréat 
quantity of wine which is made from 
it in thefe two provinces, or of the 
excellence of its quality. ‘The wines 
which are moft ufed here are white, 
and of a color a little inclining to 
that of gold: red wines. are not much 
cheimed. The vine in general is cul- 
tivated upon the hills; and when the 
vintage is finifhed, it is laid down and 
covered with earth. In-the {pring it 
is uncovered, and propped, that is to 
fay, the twigs are tied to very flender 
rods, and the ground is dug up around 
it. The vines begin to bud foon af- 
ter this operation, and the grapes are 
ripe in the month of Oétober. The 
people of Wallachia and Moldavia 
employ very little art in making and 
their wine. ‘This liquor 


ss 
is fo good of itfelf, that it is clarified, 


and becomes fit for drinking the fame 
year. It is at firft a little fourifh, 
but becomes afterwards much milder, 
and in fome meafure oily. ‘The rich 
proprietors are accuftomed to leave a 
large tun filled with new wine open, 
‘about the commencement of the cold 
weather. Two or three nights after, 
there is formed over the liquor an in- 
cruftation of ice, of more or lefs 
thicknefs, in proportion to the cold, 
and the time which it has been ex- 
pofed in the open air. They then 
make a hole in the icy cruft with a 
red-hot iron, and draw off the pure 
wine, freed from the watery part : 
it_is then very pure and ftrong, and 
keeps much better. 

When their red wine is ina itate of 
fermentation, the Moldavians and the 
Wallachians infufe a certain quantity 
of wormwood in it, which communi- 
cates to it its bitternefs, and gives it 
a beautiful color, like that of the ruby. 


* The following elegant Epitaph was infcribed on Pafcal’s tomb. 

Nobilifiimi Scutarii Buasiit PAscaLis,tumulus. D.O.M. BLasius PASeA cts, Scue 
tarius nobilis, hic jacet. Pietas fi non moritur, eternum vivet, Vir conjugii nefcius, Reli- 
gione fanétus, Virtute clarus, Doétrina celebris, Ingenio acutus, Sanguine et Animo 
pariter illuftris, Do€&tus non Doétor, Aquitatis amator, Veritatis defenfor, Virginum 
ultor, Chriftianz Moralis corruptorum acerrimus hoftis, Hunc Rhetores amant fecun- 
dum; Hunc Scriptores norunt elegantem; Hunc Mathematici ftupent profundum ; Hunc 
Philofophi querunt fapientem; Hunc Doétores laudant theologum; Hunc Pii vene- 
rantur aufterum; Hunc omnes mirantur; omnibus ignotum; omnibus licét notum. 


Quid plura Viator, quam perdidimus Pascatem, Is Ludov. erat Montaltius, 


Heu! 


fatis dixi; urgent lachryma, filéo. Et qui bené precaberis, bené tibi eveniet, et vivo 


et mortuo, 


* From Offervazioni Storiche, Naturali, Politice intorno la Valachia ¢ Moldavia. 


Naples, 1788, 
ox. Ul, 


8vo, 
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This wine is accounted ftomachic, 
and pleafes. the palates of thofe who 
have been accuftomed to dripk it, but 
it is very difagreeable at firit. 

To fpeak the truth, I do not know 
to what wine I can compare thofe of 
Wallachia and Moldavia, except one 
kind, which has a great refemblance 
to the real Mufcade of Frontignan. It 
is certain that the wines of thefe pro- 
vinces have a mof agreeable tatte, 
thar they are not prejudicial to the 
healih, and that though one drinks 
them to fuch excefs as to be intoxi- 
cated, they have no bad effects after- 
wards upon the head. ‘The part of 
Moldavia moft celebrated for wines 
is Odobefti, near Faxani. It pro- 
duces a kind of wine much like Cham- 
pagne, which is tranfported to Roffia. 
It deferves to be remarked, that the 
liquor produced from the vines, which 
grow at a fimall diftance from the 

lace I have mentioned, in the terri- 
tories of Wallachia, having the fame 
expofure to the fouth, as I have often 
remarked, are weak and deftitute of 
favour, and fpoil on the firft warm 
weather. 

The beft wines of Wallachia are 
found in the diftriéts of Saccajani and 
Nimnico, in Crajova. A great quan- 
tity of themarefent to Tranfilvania. In 
that country the inhabitants {moke 
their wines with fulphur, to render 
them ftronger, and to make them keep 
better; but they acquire at the fame 
time a noxious quality, which de- 
ftroyed feveral of the German foldiers 
who were in garrifon at Cronftadt. 

Bees are one of the moft advanta- 
geous objets for Wallachia and Mol- 
davia, becaufe the wax produced in 
thefe two vaft countries is, without 
difpute, the fineft and the moftefteemed 
in Europe. Large quantities of it 
are collected, which migiit be till 

greatly encreafed, if the population of 
thefe provinces were more numerous, 
The wax of Moldavia is, in certain 
refpetts, fuperior to that of Wallachia, 
efpecially that which is procured 
from the cantons, where there are 
woods of the lime tree, becaufe thefe 
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produce an odoriferous flower, of 
which bees are remarkably fond. 

It appears, beyond a doubt, that 
the climate of Wallachia and Molda- 
via, or rather the foil of thefe two 
provinces, is fingularly adapted for 
bees, when we confider the number 
of thefe infects, and the facility with 
which they multiply. It is certain 
that when the feaion is favorable, 
one fwarm will produce thirty in one 
fummer, .but in general only from ten 
to fifteen. ‘The wax and the honey 
are taken from the hives in the begin- 
ning of the fummer and autumn. The 
hives are remarkably fimple, being 
nothing but the trunks of trees hollow- 
ed. ‘lhe owners of thefe bees beftow 
very little care upon them. ‘Towards 
the end of autumn they deftroy the 

reater part of thefe infeéts, and pre- 
a in caverns dug under the earth, 
a certain quantity of hives, in each 
of which they leave a fmall portion of 
honey to nourifh the fwarm. When 
the winter is long, and when the bees 
cannot go in queit of food in the 
fields, cither on account of the cold, 
or through weaknefs, they then give 
them honey. The heavy and frequent 
rains in the {pring time, and the ex- 
ceflive heats pf iummer, which de- 
ftroy the flowers and plants, do great 
hurt to the bees, and honey and wax 
become then more rare. ‘The people 
of Moldavia boaft much of a kind of 
green wax, the odor of which is moft 
agreeable and balfamic. Indeed, it 
is rather a refin than wax which the 
bees colle& from the lime tree, and 
which they employ, with much in- 
duftry and patience, to ftop up exter- 
nally the holes in their hives. A 
{mall quantity only of this green wax 
is collected for the curious, who ufe 
it as aperfume. 

Moldavia and Wallachia produce 
almoft every kind of grain and pulfe; 
the moft ufeful of which are wheat, 
barley, Turkifh corn, or maize, peafe, 
beans, lentils, &c. The beft wheat, 
deftined for feed, and to be preferved, 
is fown in autumn; and that of the 
loweft quality is not put into the — 
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till the fpring, when the autumn has 
been rainy, or when the earth has 
been froze before the appearance of 
fnow. The farmers in thefe pro- 
vinces till the earth with three pair 
of oxen; and the furrows which they 
make are very deep. When the land 
isin good cafe, they fow wheat one 
year, and Jet it reft the next; after 
which they fow wheat, barley or 
maize. When the land is newly cul- 
tivated, as often happens, becaufe 
there is a great deal of wafte ground, 
in the {pring of the firlt year they fow 
cabbage, which encreafe to an extra- 
ordinary fize, and water melons, 
which alfo become excellent. By 
purfuing this method, they not only 
extract and temper thofe fuperabun- 
dant falts contained in all new Jand, 
but they deftroy, at the fame time, 
thofe plants and herbs which would 
obftru¢t the growth of the wheat; in- 
deed the large leaves of the cabbages 
and water melons, by covering the 
weeds which grow near them, check 
their vegetation, and deftroy them 
before they can produce feed. 

The wheat fown in autumn, grows 
rapidly to the height of fix or eight 
inches. It is foon covered by the 
fnow, and the deeper it is, fo much 
more favorable it is to the vegetation 
of the wheat. The {now generally 
difappears in the month of March, 
and the wheat grows then very quick- 
ly, fo that it is ripe by June, which 
is the beginning of the harveit. The 
grain is feparated from the ftraw by 
making it be trod upon by horfes, 
according to the cuftom prevalent in 
Turkey, Italy, and the fouthern pro- 
vinces of France. When the grain 
is thoroughly winnowed and cleared 
from the chaff, it is put into trenches 
in the earth lined with ftraw. As the 
climate of Moldavia is much more ri- 
orous and inconftant than that of 
Nallachia, the crops there are very 
incertain; but notwithftanding this 
inconvenience, they are fo abundant, 
that a great deal of wheat is exported 
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from that province. Maize, which 
has been introduced only of late years 
into Wallachia and Moldavia, is at 
prefent very much in vogue, on.ac- 
count of the facility with which it is 
cultivated, and the certainty there is 
of aplentiful crop. It is fown in the 
fpring, and fupplies both the inhahi- 
tants and their domeftic animals with 
food, which is eafily prepared. The 

eafants preferve the ears of the maize 
in large bafkets, made of willow, 
which they place upon pofts erected 
in the neighbourhood of their houfes. 
They afterwards ftrip thofe ears of 
their grain, according as they have 
occafion to convert it into flour. 
The wheat is of an excellent quality for 
making bread: it is a middle {pecies, 
between the reddifh hard wheat and 
that which is white and farinaceous. 
It may be kept a great many years un- 
der the earth. It muft, however, be 
obferved, that grain preferved in this 
manner in trenches, is entirely unfit 
for fowing. ‘The barley produced in 
Wallachia and Moldavia is equally 
white and perfe@. It is given to the 
horfes in prefeiznce to oats, or any 
other kind of grain. 

In the plains, as well as on the 
mountains of Moldavia and Walla- 
chia, there are immenfe forefts, com- 
pofed of large and beautiful trees, fit 
for every purpofe: the moft diftin- 
guifhed is the oak, which is of the 
beft and fineft {pecies, either for build- 
ing vefiels, or for thofe works which 
require ahard, compact wood. Oaks 
may be feen in,thefe countries two or 
three feet in diameter, remarkably 
ftrait, and of a prodigious height. 
The {treets of Buccoreite and Ja‘fli are 
one continued bridge, formed of oak 
planks.* When this kind of pave- 
ment is well made, it muft be allowed 
that it is very convenient for thofe 
who walk; but, on the contrary, 
when it is negleéted and becomes old, 
it is very dangerous, efpecially for 
horfes. This cuftom of paving 
ftreets with wood is ridiculous and ex- 


e 


* The ftreets of Warfaw are in part paved inthe fame manner; fome are paved with 
§tanite, and others have no pavement of any kind. . 
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penfive, and occafions a prodigious 
waite of timber, becaufe fuch pave- 
ments muft be renewed every four or 
five years. 

The mountains abound with firs ; 
and in various parts of thefe countries 
there are plenty of beech trees, excel- 
lent elms for making cart and coach 
wheels, and afhes of different kinds. 
The poplar, lime, and walnut trees 
arc here excellent, and attain toa great 
fize. The fame is the cafe with the 
white mulberry tree, many plantations 
of which have been lately made, for 
the purpofe of feeding filk worms. 
This branch of manufaéture had not 
been before introduced into thefe pro- 
vinces. 

There are alfo woods of pear, ap- 
ple, plumb, and cherry trees; of the 
fervice, and of the lote tree, which 
the Italians call /to-bagarolo; and of 
holly oaks. In feveral parts of Mol-. 
davia and the Bannat of Crajova, 
there is found a tree called ta, 
which never grows large; the wood 
of it is exceedingly hard, and of a 
reddifh color. It is as fit for making 
furniture, and other works, as thofe 
woods which come from America. 
The peafants make barrels and other 
veffels of it, to preferve their liquors, 
which areas good as thofe made of glafs, 
or of potters earth ; they are, above all, 


excellent for tranfportation. This is 
the only thing which f{ faw produced 
by the induftry of the Wallachians. 
I may add, alfo, that thefe peafants 
are acquainted with the art of {plitting 
their firs, and extraéting tar from 
them, efpecially in thofe parts where 
this fubftance does not flow {pontane- 
oufly. 

Though Moldavia and Wallachia 
{till abound with wood, the natives, 
who are fond of the produétions of 
their own country, pretend that its 
forefts are nothing in comparifon of 
what they were formerly. ‘They were 
then, according to their account, im- 
penetrable to their enemies; and to 
thefe thick foreits they attribute the 
bad fuccels which the Ottoman arms 
often had in their country. When 
we confider the great confumption of 
wood for conftruéting bridges and 
paving ftreets, and for thofe bridges 
which the Porte is accuftomed to ereét 
on. the Danube, on the commence- 
ment of a war, no doubt will remain 
concerning the actual diminution of 
their foretts. 

The Wallachians are accuftomed 
to tear up the roots of trees, and to 
dry them for fuel. They find that 
they are much fitter for that purpofe 
than the wood taken from the trunk, 
and that they laft much longer. 


HISTORICAL ANECDOTE respectine stncutar BARBARITIES 


COMMITTED In FRANCE, 1n 


HE fhocking barbarities lately 

i committed by the populace in 
France, while they excite horror and 
deteftation, may ferve to fhew how 
dangerous it is to throw power into 
the hands of thofe who are incapable 
of diftinguifhing between liberty and 


licentioufnefy. ‘ When the minds of 
men are inflamed, they generally run 
from one extreme into another; and, 
without giving themfelves time to re- 
fleét, wreak their vengeance indif- 
criminately upon the guilty, and thofe 
whom they only fufpeét to be enemies 
to their.defigns. Hittory furnifhes us 
with many examples of she truth of 


THE REIGN oF KING JOHN, 


this obfervation; and by that of 
France, it appears that the fame kind 
of fpirit has before prevailed among 
the lower clafles of people in that 
country. Mr. Villaret, in his conti- 
nuation of the Abbé Velly’s Hittory, 
{peaking of the misfortunes with which 
France was oppreffed in the reign of 
King John, about the year 1358, 
fays, ‘‘:Thefe multiplied evils ap- 
peared to be incapable of increafe, 
when a new kind of calamity arofe, 
and, by its excefs, feemed for a time 
to make the fury of the contending 
parties Lz forgotten. ‘The country, 
abandoned to all the horrors of war, 

became 
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became a difmal abode. for the inha- 
bitants; and the troops, with which 
it was over-run, carried mifery and 
famine every where along with them. 
The wretched peafants quitted their 
fields, and left them at the mercy of 
thofe who had taken pofleffion of 
them. Expofed to continual infuits, 
opprefled without diftinétion, by the 
oppofite faétions, who feemed to have 
forgot that they had to do with men, 
pi lundered of every thing, not- 
withftanding their extreme poverty, 
they faw their evils daily increafe, 
without any appearance of alleviation. 
Having no longer any hopes, their 
defpair was converted into fury. The 
firft {parks of this infurre€tion, which 
{pread into a general flame, appeared 
in the Beauvoifis. Some peafants of 
that country having aflembled, took a 
folemn oath to exterminate all the 
gentlemen, faying, that all the nobility 
difgraced the kingdom of France; and that 
it would be a meritorious ation to deflroy 
them; adding, evil be to him who foall 
prevent this from being carried into exe- 
cution. "They then armed themfelves 
with bludgeons, headed with iron, 
and went to attack the caftle of a gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood. Hay- 
ing forced the gates, they entered 
with the utmoft fury, maffacred the 
gentleman, with his wife and children, 
plundered the houfe, and departed, 
after fetting it on fire. ‘The firlt body 
confifted of no more than an hundred 
men ; but in a fhort time they encreaf- 
ed fo much, that it would have been 
impoffible to number them, In all 
the neighbourhood of Paris, and the 
Ifle of France; in the provinces of 
Picardy, the Soiffonois, Beauvoifis, 
and, in a word, in almoft all the nor- 
thern parts of France, nothing was to 
be feen but large bodies of peafants 
collected together, who killed even 
thofe who refuted tojointhem, ‘This 
infurrection happened almoft on the 
fame day ; and what muft appear very 
extraordinary is, that it was excited 
when there was no fufpicion that ruf- 
ticks, living in the country, could be 
prepares for fuch a {cheme by preme- 
itated concert, The greater part of 
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them had no conneétion one with an- 
other, being only employed in their 
labors, and -having never had any 
fhare in the affairs of Government, 
Different bands uniting themfelves, 
foon formed confiderable bodies; and 
a contemporary hiftorian affures us, 
that had they been all collected, -they 
would have compofed at leaft an army 
of an hundred thoufand men. The 
moft formidable of thefe bodies creat- 
ed chiefs; the moft celebrated of 
whom was an inhabitant of the wvil- 
lage of Mello, named William Caillet. 
Thefe peafants were diftinguifhed by 
the name.of the Facgues. 

** The exceffes to which they pro- 
ceeded, furpafs every thing that the 
moft diabolical vengeance and atro- 
cious barbarity couldfuggeft. Ifhud- 
der, and the book drops from my 
hand when I read in our ancient chro- 
nicles, that thefe fanatics, transform- 
ed into ferocious brutes, entered a 
gentleman’s caftle, bound him to a 
ftake, violated, in his fight, the chaf- 
tity of his wife and daughters; pug 
him afterwards upon a fpit, and hav- 
ing roaited him, compelled his lady 
and his childrer to eat his flefh, and 
terminated this horrid {cene by a ge- 
neral maflacre of the whole family, 
and by fetting fire to the houfe. 
More than two hundred cafiles, or 
ponicness feats, were pillaged, and 

urnt in this manner. When they 
were alked, fays Froiflard, what mo- 
tives induced them to commit fuch 
abominable actions, they replied, 
they did not know; that they did fo be- 
caufe they faw others do the fame; and 
that they thought it their duty, in the 
like manner, to deflroy all the gentlemen 
aud uobility in the world. 

«* The beginning of this infurrec, 
tion produced effects like an inunda- 
tion: all fled before the Jacques; and 
the nobility, terrified, took fhelter in 
fortified cities, or in caftles fufficient- 
ly ftrong to refift their attacks. The 
Ducheffes of Normandy and Orleans, 
and feveral ladies of the firft diftine- 
tion, were reduced tc the neceflity of 
feeking an afylum which might fhelter 
them from the outrages of thefe mon- 

fters, 
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fters, whom the refpett due to their 
rank and fex could not check. The 
nobility, however, having recovered 
from the terror which had been at firft 
caufed by this fudden revolution, af- 
fembled ; they requefted affiftance from 
the neighboring provinces, and feveral 
foreign gentlemen came to join them 
from Flanders, Hainaut, and Bohe- 
mia. ‘lhey then went in quef of 
thefe fcattered troops, exterminated 
the greater part of them feparately, 
and compelled the reft to take refuge 
in their habitations. 

«¢ What may appear furprifing is, 
that the complete defeat of thefe for- 
midable bodies was owing to the King 
of Navarre, whofe intereft it appear- 
ed to be rather to foment a war, which 
was declared folely againft the nobi- 
lity, the greater part of whom were 
attached to the Regent. It is true 
that the Navarrefe, 1n arming againft 
thefe peafants, revenged a perfonal in- 
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jury which they had done them, by 
the maffacre of William and Teftard 
de Pecquigny, gentlemen of Artois, 
and both brothers of John de Pec- 
quigny, one of their moft zealous par- 
tizans. This Prince, in one day, put 
three thoufand of them to the fword, 
near Clermont, in Beauvoifis, ‘and 
caufed William Caillet, their chief, 
already mentioned, to be executed, 
The nobility, refuming courage from 
their re-union and the fuccours they 
had received, now kept the field, and 
carrying fire and {word every where 
along with them, maffacred all the 
peafants whom they could meet with, 
whether guilty or innocent. ‘Thofe 
in the neighbourhood of the Loire re- 
tired, in the night time, to iflands, 
or to boats which they ftopped in the 
midft of the river, and there fhut 
themfelves up, with their families and 
cattle, to conceal themfelves from the 
fury of the Englifh troops.” 


ACCOUNT orf a stncuLar WIND, cattep tHe HARMATTAN, 
OBSERVED IN SOME PARTS ON THE COAST or AFRICA.* 


N that part of the coaft of Afri- 

ca which extends from Cape 
Verd to Cape Lop:x, there are in the 
months of December, January, :d 
February, frequent returns of a wind 
from the north-eaft, which is known 
by the name of the Harmattan wind. 
It probably may be felt further to the 
fouthward than Cape Lopez, but I 
cannot fpeak of what occurs in coun- 
tries which I have not vifited. It 
comes on indifcriminately, at any 
hour of the day or night, at any time 
of the tide, or at any period of the 
moon’s age, and continues a day or 
two, fometimes five or fix: once I 
knew it to continue a fortnight ; and 
there are generally three or four re- 
turns of it every feafon. It never 
rains in an Harmattan; but it fome- 
times immediately fucceeds a fhower. 
It blows with moderate force; not 


quite fo ftrong as the fea breeze, which 
in the fair or dry feafon fets from the 
weft, weft-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft, 
but fomething ftronger than the land 
wind which blows at night from the 
north, and north-north-wett. 

This wind is always accompanied 
with an unufval gloominefs, and ha- 
zinefs of the atmofphere; very few 
fiars can be feen through the fog ; and. 
the fun, concealed the greatett part 
of the day, appears only for a few 
hours about noon, and then of a mild 
red, exciting no painful fenfation in 
the eye. No dew is perceived during 
the continuance of this wind, nor is 
there the leaft appearance of any 
moifture in the atmofphere. Salt of 
Tartar, diffolved in water, fo as to 
run upon a tile, and expofed to the 
Harmattan, even in the night, be- 
comes perfeétly dry again in a few 


* Extraéted from Norris’s Memoirs of the Reign of Bofla Ahadec, King of Dae 
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hours. Vegetables of every kind fuf- 
fer confiderably from it: all tender 
plants, and feeds juft {fprouting above 
the earth, are killed by it; the moft 
flourifhing evergreens feel its baneful 
influence; the branches of the lemon, 
orange, and lime trees droop; the 
leaves become flaccid, and wither; 
and their fruits, robbed of their ufual 
nourifhment, are cramped in their 
growth, and ripen, or rather appear 
yellow, and become dry, before they 
have arrived at half their ufual fize. 
Every thing appears dull and faded ; 
the grafs withers, and dries like hay ; 
of which circumitance the natives 
avail themfelves to burn it down ‘in 
the vicinity of the roads, as well to 
keep them open, as to deftroy the 
fhelter which it affords to wild beatts, 
or even to enemies that might lurk 
concealed in it. The covers of books, 
fhut up clofely in a trunk, and pro- 
teed by lying among clothes, bend 
back as if they had been expofed to a 
fire: the pannels of doors, window 
fhutters, &c. fplit; and the joints of 
a well-laid floor of feafoned wood, 
will gape fo wide, that one may lay 
his finger in them: the fides and decks 
of fhips become quite open and leaky ; 
and veneered work flies to pieces, 
from the contraction of the wood in 
different direétions. If cafks contain- 
ing liquor, as wine or fpirits, are not 
frequently wetted on the outfide, they 
generally lofe their contents. 

The air becomes confiderably cool- 
er in an Harmattan; and the thermo- 
meter (Farenheit’s) is generally ten or 
twelve degrees below the common 
ftandard. ‘The zatives complain much 
of the feverity of the weather on thefe 
occafions, and clothe themfelves in 
their warmeft appare!, tc guard againft 
it; though that alteration is highly 
grateful to the Europeans refident in 
the country, yet they alfo feel many 
inconveniencies, in common. with 
the Blacks; for the eyes, noftrils, lips, 
and palate, become difagreeably ie 
and uneafy: there is a neceffity and 
inclination to drink often, not fo 
much to quench thirft,’ as to re- 
move a painiul aridity in the fauces: 
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the lips and nofe become chapped and 
fore; and though the air is cool, 
there is a difagreeable fenfation of 
prickling heat upon the fkin, as if it 
had been wafhed with fpirits of hartf- 
horn or ftrong lye. If this wind con- 
tinues five or fix days, the fcarf fkin 
generally peels off from the hands and 
tace, and even from the reft of the 
body, if the Harmattan continues a 
few days longer. Perfpiration is con- 
fiderably fupprefled ; but when fweat 
is excited by exercife, I have found it 
peculiarly acrid, tafting like {pirits of 
wine diluted with water. 

So far its effe€ts on the animal and 
vegetable world are very difagreeable, 
but it is alfo produ¢tive of fome good. - 
The ftate of the air is extremely con- 
ducive to health; it contributes fur- 
prifingly to the cure of old ulcers and 
cutaneous eruptions. Perfons labor- 
ing under fluxes and intermitting fe- 
vers, generally recover in an Har- 
mattan; and they who have been 
weakened and relaxed by fevers, and 
finking under evacuations for the cure 
of them, particularly bleeding (which 
is often injudicioufly repeated}, have 
their lives faved, in {pite of the doc- 
tor. It ftops the prog: «is of epidemic 
difeafes: the fmall pox, fluxes, and 
remittent fevers, not only difappear, 
but they who are laboring under thefe 
diforders, when an Harmattan comes 
on, are almoit fure of a f{peedy reco- 
very. Infection is not then eafily 
communicated, In the year 1770, I 
had above three hundred flaves on 
board a fhip in Whydah Road, when 
the {mall pox appeared among them; 
the greater part of thefe were inocu- 
lated before an Harmaitaz came on, 
and about feventy of them underwent 
that operation a few days after it fet 
in: the former got very well through 
the diforder ; none of the latter had 
either any ficknefs or eruption. We 
thought we had got clear of the dif. 
order, but in a very few weeks it be- 
gan to appear among thefe feventy : 
about fifty of them were inoculated 
the fecond time; the others had it in 
the natural way. An Harmattan came 
on, and they a// recovered, except 

one 
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one girl, who had a malignant ulcer 
on the inoculated fpot, and died fome 
time afterwards of a locked jaw. 
Thefe falutary effeéts may probably be 
not univerfal, efpecially where the 
Harmatian may come laden with the 
noifome effluvia of a putrid fwamp, 
which is not the cafe in ¢his part of 
the country. 

I am forry to be obliged to diffent 
from fuch refpeétable authority as that 
of Dr. Lind, to whofe’labors we are 
fo much indebted for his valuable di- 
reCtions for preferving the health of 
feamen. I prefume his account of 
the Harmattan is derived from in- 
formation, and nut from his own ob- 
fervations, which are univerfally fo 
juft. Had he experienced it in per- 
fon, he could not have called it ** fa- 
“¢ tal and malignant;” and that ‘* its 
«© noxious vapour was deftrudtive to 
*¢ Blacks as well as Whites,”’ or that 
**the mortality which it occafioned 
*¢ was in proportion to the denfity and 
«« duration of the fog.” He feems to 
confound the /a/ubrity of the Harmat- 
tan with thofe baneful effets to the 
conftitution that follow the com- 
miencement of the periodical rains, in 
April and May. 

Thefe rains are ufhered in by hard 
gufts of wind, from the north-eaft 
and eaft-north-eaft, ealled Tornadoes 
(from a corruption of the Portugefe 
word Troveada, a thunder ftorm) 
which occur ufually on the full and 
change of the moon, about the latter 
end of March, and in the months be- 
fore mentioned: they are accompa- 
nied by fevere thunder and lghtting, 
and a very heavy fhower of two or 
three hours continuance, which foft- 
ens the furface of the earth, that had 
been. parched up by the preceding 
Harmattans, anda fucceffion of fix or 
eight months dry weather in that 
burning’ climate, and gives an oppor- 
tunity for the collefed, ftagnating, 
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and putrid vapors, confined under its 
arid furface, to rife and efcape : thefe, 
volatilized by the folar heat, which 
beams forth with redoubled force when 
the Tornado is over, ftrike the noftrils 
with the moft offenfive ftench imagin- 
able, ‘and occafion many bilious vo- 
mitings, fluxes, remittent and putrid 
fevers of the worft kind. Betides 
thefe, which are aznual, there feems 
to be a collection of peftiferous va- 
por, which remains imprifoned fora 
longer period, and does not emerge 
above the furface oftener than once 
in five, fix, or feven years. The 
petiods which I recolle€@ to have been 
moft fatal, were in 1755 or 1756, 
when Governor Molvill. and moft of 
the gentlemen and garrifon of Cape 
Coaft died; and in 1763 and 1769.* 
The mortality in fome of thefe years 
(for they were not all equally fatal to 
the Exropean {ettlers) was fo great, 
that, as Dr. Lind fays, ** The livin 
“« were f{carce fufficient to remove and 
“< bury the dead.” 

The fog which accompanies the 
Harmattan is occafioned by an infinite 
number of fmall particles floating in 
the air: they are fo minute as to 
efcape the touch, and elude every in- 
veftigation that I could devife. I 
could not fucceed in attempting to 
examine them by the microfcope, 
though a part of them are depofited 
upon the grafs, leaves of trees, and 
even upon the {kin of the Negroes, 
and make them appear whitifh, or 
rather greyifh. ‘Thefe particles do 
not fly far over the furface of the fea. 
The fog is not fo thick on board the 
fhips in Whydah Roads, at two or 
three miles diftance from the fhore, 
as it is on the Beach; and in propor- 
tion to the diftance from the fhore, 
the fog decreafes. At four or five 
leagues diftance from it the fog is en- 
tirely loft, though the wind is felt ten 
or twelve leagues off, 


* The year 1775 was alfo fatal to many. 
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DESCRIPTION or tHe METHOD or CATCHING raz SWORD. 
FISH, 1x THe GULPH or MESSINA, 1n SICILY, 


FROM THE ABBE SESTINI’S LETTERS. 


ly, I went to fee that celebrated, 
hd, at the fame time, agrecable me- 
thod of catching the {word-fith, which 
the Greeks called Xiphion. I fhould 
not fulfil my engagements, did I neg- 
le&t to give you an account of it in the 
fulleft manner, with all the circum- 
ftances attending it. 

Having mounted my horfe, I fet 
out for the Pharos, and having rode 
about three miles, I arrived at a 
church called the Madonna, or the 
church of our Lady della Grotta, 
which appeared to me, as it has to 
feveral Sicilian authors, to be built 
on the ancient foundation of the tem- 

le of Diana. Its round form, which 
is ftill obferved, and its antique pil- 
lars, both of Cipolin and yellow mar- 
ble, have been employed in the con- 
ftruction of the modern edifice. Mr. 
D’Orville makes mention of it in his 
work on Sicily, and relates every 
thing concerning it that Fazello and 
other authors had faid before. It is 
in this place that one firft begins to 
fee the fbarks deftined for the purpofe 
of catching the fword-fith, and which, 
being ftationed at certain diftances 
from the Pharos, occupy a fpace of 
about feven miles. 

Thefe barks, which the Italians call 
feluccas, are difpofed two by two, 
at equal diftances. They are abfo- 
lutely unrigged, and in each of them 
there is a maft about fixty palms in 
height, having afquare piece of wood 
near its upper extremity, through 
which it rifes feveral feet. This 
piece of wood ferves to fupport a 
man, who clings to the end of the 
matt, and who 1s ftationed there to 
“omg out to the fifhers, who are near 

im in other fmall barks, what fith 
they ought to ftrike with theirharpoons. 

Along the maft a ladder of ropes is 
placed perpendicularly, for the pur- 

Vou, il. 
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pofe of afcending with the greater fa- 
cility. There is alfo at the prow and 
the poop of thefe feluccas a lar 

piece of wood, laid crofs-wife, the 
extremities of which extend about 
a palm beyond each fide of the bark. 

o thefe projecting extremities are 
made faft four large ropes, or ftays, 
which are ftretched to the top of the 
maft, to keep it firm, and to prevent 
it from fhaking. Other pieces of 
wood, and even fail yards, are em- 
ployed for the fame purpofe. 

This fifhery for the fword-fifh, 
called, in Italian, Pefce Spada, is 
carried on in Calabria and Sicily. 
That of Calabria commences in the 
month of April, and continues till 
the end of June; and when this is 
finifhed, which generally happens on 
the 24th, that on the coatts of Sicily 
begins, and continues till the month 
of Auguft. As I had an opportunity 
of feeing the latter, I fhall confine my 
account principally to that; for with 
refpeét to the former, I could only 
tell you what I have heard. 

The feluccas which were deftined 
for this fifhery, in number twenty- 
fix, went early in the morning, and 
pofted themfelves in certain places, 
which had been pointed out to them 
as being moft convenient for their 
purpofe. Thefe change their pofition 
every day, that is to fay, thofe which 
are lateft in arriving at the Pharos one 
day, take the firft place the next day, 
oppofite to the church of Madonna 
della Grotta, or Mefflina; and thus in 
fucceffion, in order that the good and 
bad ftations may be equally divided 
among each company of fifhers. 
During the time that this fifhery is 
carried on, no difputes arife; and 
this regulation is extremely juft, be- 
caufe the produce of the fith is not 
fhared among all the fifhers, but is 
divided into as many parts as there 
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are couples of feluccas, to avoid all 
fubjeét of conteft. 

When all thefe feluccas are thus 
placed at equal diftances, the fifher- 
man who is chofen to be fentinel, 
mounts to the top of the maft: each 
felucca has its own. The felucca 
which is towards Calabria, has near 
it a fmall bark, called Lyatre, or 
Luntro, from the Latin word Linter, 
which is about twenty-two palms in 
length, eight palms in breadth, and 
nearly the fame in depth. The prow 
of it is broader than the poop, in or- 
der that the fifherman ‘who is to 
ftrike the fifh may have more room 
to take his aim, and place himfelf in 
fuch a manner as not to mifs his blow. 
On the right and left it is enclofed 
by two fmall balluftrades, which 
ferve as a kind.of ornament. 

The fifherman who is to ftrike the 
fifh is furnifhed with different kinds 
of inftruments. ‘The firft, for the 
fword-fifh, is nothing elfe but a piece 
of round iron, exceedingly fharp, 
fixed to the end of a long, heavy 
pole, made of green afh. In the 
middle of this iron, there are two ears 
of the fame metal, which come out 
with hinges, to render the wound 
more dangerous, and at the fame 
time to retain the fifh when it is 
ftruck, ‘The fecond inftrument for 
ftriking the Pefi-cazi, or dog-fith, is 
different from the former, and has a 
point like that of a lance, with 
moveable ears. The third inftrument 
is the F'ufcina, or fork, ufed for ftrik- 
ing a fith called <Agulia imperiale, 
This fith is of the fame fpecies as the 
Acus, or Sea Needle ; but thofe which 
are caught here weigh from twenty- 
four, and forty, even to eighty 
pounds avoirdupoife. 

The fmall bark which I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, and which is ftationed 
near the felucca next to Calabria, has 
4 {mall maft, about eight palms in 
height, furnifhed with a number of 
pegs or notches, on which the failor 
refts his feet, to enable him to afcend 
to the top, that he may point out to 
the rowers where to find the fifh, At 
the bottom of this {mall maft, a piece 
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of wood, twenty palms in length, is 
extended acrofs the bark, projetting a 
confiderable way over both fides, and 
an oar fixed to each end enables the 
fifhermen to move the bark with more 
facility, when they have occafion to 
follow the fith in their flight. 

‘Thefe two oars are managed by three 
people : the one who isin the middle 
keeps his right hand on the oar fixed 
to the right fide of the veffel, and 
moves with his left hand the oar fixed 
to the oppofite fide; the other two 
work the oars which are before them 
with both their hands. The latter 
muft be very attentive to execute 
whatever is commanded by the per- 
fon in the middle, who, properly 
fpeaking, is the fteers-man. There 
are likewife, near the poop of the Lune 
tre, two other oars, fixed in a kind of 
frame projecting over its fides, Thefe 
oars are fmaller than the reft, and are 
put in motion by two men, who exert 
all their ftrength to pufh the boat to- 
wards the fifth, which generally make 
a thoufand windings in the water, and 
{wim in various direétions. 

When all the feluceas have arrived at 
their flations, fome being near the 
fhore, and others at the diftance of 
an hundred paces from it, and when 
the {mall barks are ready to ftart on 
the firft fignal, the watchman mounts 
to his ftation, and when he perceives 
with his Lynecan eyes, from fo great 
a height, the fith who fwim at the 
depth of five, and even eight fathoms, 
he bawls out as loud as he can vogua 

fuori, * keep farther out,’ if the fith 
be towards Calabria; and wogua a 
terra, ‘ keep nearer the land,’ if they 
are towards the fhore; if they proceed 
towards the Pharos, he cries vogua 
JSuzxo;, and if towards Meffina, vogua 
a guizo, On this cry the watchman 
of the Luntre, or {mall bark, mounts 
to the top of his maft; the harpooner 
takes up his harpoon, and the rowers 
ply their oars with the greateft velo- 
city, always following the courfe of 
the fifth. ‘They may then be heard to 
pronounce certain words, which are 
not myfterious, as fome authors have 


pretended, but which are very com- 
mon 
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mon among failors. Such founds are 
fo many fignals for them to exert 
themfelves together, and to preferve 
that regularity which is neceffary for 
moving quickly. When the fifh’are 
within fight, the harpooner throws 
his harpoon, which is faftened to the 
end of along rope. This rope is let 
out when the fith is ftruck, and it 
ferves, according to the idiom of 
thefe fifhers, dar caloma, that is to 
fay, to catch the fihh, which they fol- 
low till itis dead. It fometimes hap- 
pens that they are obliged to advance 
a mile before it has loft its ftrength ; 
and this courfe they call calumare. 

When the fith has been wounded, 
the felucca which is neareft to the 
fhore of Meffina difpatches a {mall 
bark, called d//a morte, or the death 
boat, to give chace to the fifth, and 
totake it. If it happens that the ani- 
mal is not mortally wounded, there 
are inftruments in this veffel to ftrike 
it again, This bark is employed alfo 
to go before the fith, and make it 
change its courfe, that it may not be 
loft, or that it may not quit one poft 
to enter into another. i is alfo for 
the fame reafon that the fifhermen, 

by rowing fometimes on one fide and 
fometimes on another, make the fith 
take whatever direction they choofe, 
and retain them in their own diftrict. 
Every untre, however, has aright to 
follow the fifh wherever it goes, pro- 
vided that the fifhermen do not lofe 
fight of it, for, in that cafe, they are 
not allowed to difturb the dittri¢t af- 
figned to others, 

Such is the fithery carried on every 
year in Sicily. That of Calabria is 
different. The fifhermen there em- 
ploy only fo great a number of /untres, 
that thefe {mall barks enclofe that 
part of the fea which extends from 
Scylla as far as Palmi, a {pace of about 
fifteen miles. As this fifhery is carried 
on near the land, and as the fhore is 
very narrow, on account of the num- 
ber of high rocks that arife clofe to 
the fea, the fifhermen take up their 
ftations upon fome of thefe, from 
which they make the neceflary fignals 


with a handkerchief, to point out the 
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places where they obferve the fword- 
fifh pailing. 

The fith caught on the coaft of Ca- 
labria, are fifh of paflage ; and thofe 
caught on that of Sicily, are return- 
ing. The former are moft efteemed. 
The body of the fword-fith is round, 
and of a longifh form, diminifhing 
in fize towards the tail. ‘The fword, . 
which extends from its fnout, is three 
or four palms in length, and from 
four to fix inches in breadth, ac- 
cording to the fize of the fih. It has 
a hard fkin, of a blackifh color, but 
its flefh is exceedingly white. It is 
furnifhed with fix fins, the largeft of 
which is near its head ; two {maller 
are fituated near the tail, which is 
terminated in a kind of crefcent: it 
has a fourth under the belly, and two 
towards the breatt. 

Though, generally fpeaking, the 
fword-fith is claffed among the num- 
ber of large fith, its flefh is very deli- 
cate, and has an excellent tafte. It 
never occafions any inconvenience, 
even when eat to excefs. The Api- 
cii and the Luculli, that is to fay, the 
richeft epicures of the country, dif- 
tinguifh feveral parts in the body of 
this fihh, which are much better than 
others, and which they call Peststi, or 
Appetiti, the appetites. , Thefe parts 
are the palate, the teflicles, and if it 
be a male fith, the jole, or the part 
next to the head. When the feafon 
has been fuccefsful, the fiefh of the 
fword-fifh is fold for about fixpence 
fterling the pound ; but when it has 
been only moderate, it is fold for 
about fevenpence. 

‘The fifhermen begin their opera- 
tions in the morning, and continue 
tilllate at night. The watchman of 

the felucca ischanged every four hours ; 
becaufe it would be impoflible for a 
man to remain in that painful fitua- 
tion during the whole day. Thefe 
watchmen experience great cold in 
the mornings, and for this reafon 
they are fometimes obliged to cover 
themfelves with fheeps tkins, before 
they afcend to the top of their maft. 
The fithermensof each divifion, whoare 
fifteen in number, fleep in tents erett- 
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ed on the fhore. There are alfo 
booths along the fhore, placed at cer- 
tain diftances, for their convenience, 
in which there are people who fell 
bread, wine, and other provifions. 

The death-bark departs about nine 
at night, and carries all the fith that 
have been caught to Meffina, becaufe 
it is forbidden to fell any of them on 
the fpot, except a few Peititis, or 
choice bits, fome of which I purchafed 
for my dinner. 

I faw feveral of thefe fith ftruck 
along the fhore ; and after hiring a 
fmall boat, at a place called Li Carzi- 
ri, that I might have a better view of 
this fpeftacle, I approached a felucca, 
which had juft caught two, the palate 
and jole of one of which I received. 
I amufed myfelf alfo in feeing the 
fifhermen ftrike other fith of the fame 
kind, that I might be able to give a 
faithful relation of this fifhery. I 
fhall conclude this account with a very 
fingular fact, which is, that certain 
worms, named Sange/uga, or blood- 
fuckers, adhere to pa fins of this fifth. 
Thefe worms are of the fame ‘nature 
as thofe called Lumbrici, They have 
a great deal of hair towards their tails. 
In the fpace of an inch I obferved a 
multitude of them. I was afterwards 
told that they are very troublefome to 
thefe fith, and that naturalifts call 
them /ea feathers, 


ANECDOTES resprectTinc THE 
Ye HE perfon diftinguifhed by this 


title was an unknown prifoner, 
fent in the greateft fecrefy to the ifle 
of St. Margaret, in the Mediterra- 
nean, near Provence, and afterwards 
removed to the Baftille. The follow- 
ing anecdote refpecting this prifoner, 
while confined at the one place, is 
related by the Abbé Papon, in his 
Tour through Provence.—One day, 
while Mr. Saint Mars, the Governor, 
was er with him, and ftand- 
ing in a kind of gallery oppofite to 
his chamber, to we chat porwr 
was approaching, the fon of one of 
his friends entered, and advanced to- 
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Alittle diftance from the fpot where 
thefe fword-fith are caught, there is a 
place where fix {mall barks are con- 
ftantly employed in fifhing for red co- 
ral. “Between two and three thoufand 
pounds weight of this beautiful ma- 
rine produétion are procured annually 
from this fifhery. The inftrument 
ufed for colleéting it is very fimple. 
It confifts only of two pieces of wood, 
each about five feet long, placed acrofs 
one another, from the ends of which 
are fufpended feveral {mall nets, To 
the centre of the crofs is fixed a large 
ftone, to make the machine fink. 
When the fifhers have found a place 
where there are rocks, or grottoes, 
which they fuppofe to be covered 
with coral, they let down their inftru- 
ment, and drawing it up and letting 
it down alternately, find the coral in 
the {mall nets fufpended from the crofs. 

I faw alfo fifhed up at the fame time, 
fome white coral, which is abfolutely 
fo by nature. It is a vulgar miftake 
to believe that it is coral not yet 
brought to perfection. ‘This coral, 
or rather this fpecies of madrepore, 
fhoots forth branches like a plant, 
which are difpofed in the fame form 
as the fingers of the hand. It is found 
only: in fmall pieces. White coral 
was formerly highly efteemed, but at 
prefent, from its cheapnefs, it feems 
to be in little requeft. 


MAN wit tHe IRON MASK, 


wards the place where he heard the 
found of voices. As foon as the Go- 
vernor perceived him, he fhut the 
door of the apartment in which the 
prifoner was, and running up to the 
young man, afked him, in great con- 
fufion, if he had heard their converfa- 
tion. The young man having replied 
in the negative, he made him imme- 
diately depart, and wrote to his friend, 
that bis Jon's adventure had nearly coft 
him bis life; and that he had fent bim 
back for fear of bis falling into the like 

imprudence. 
“‘ On the 2d of February, 1778,” 
adds the Abbé, * I had the curiofity 
§ to 
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*¢ to enter the apartment in which 
*¢ this unfortunate prifoner had been 
* confined. It receives no light but 
*¢ from a window to the north, which 
*¢ is conftructed in a very thick wall, 
*« and fecured by three iran bars, 
“* placed at equal diftanccs. This 
«* window looks towards the fea. In 
*¢* the citadel I found an old officer, 
** feventy-nine years of age, belong- 
** ing to the Compagnie Franche, who 
oe told me that he had often heard his 
“* father, who belonged to the fame 
** corps, relate, that a barber per- 
** ceiving one day, under the prifo- 
*‘ner’s window, fomething white 
** floating on the water, took it up, 
“‘ and carried it to Mr. Saint Mars, 
“ the Governor. It — to Le 
‘a very fine fhirt, carelefsly folded 
‘* up, upon which the prifoner had 
“« written from the one end to the 
*¢ other. Mr. Saint Mars, after hav- 
*¢ ing unfolded it, and read the lines, 
** afked the barber, with feeming dif- 
*¢ order, if he had not had the curio- 
** fity to read what it contained. The 
* latter aflured him that he had not; 
** but a few days after he was found 
*« dead in his bed. ‘This fact the of- 
** ficer heard both his father and the 
** almoner of the fort repeatedly re- 
“ late, and he confidered it to be in- 
** conteftible. The following alfo ap- 
** pears to me to be — authentic, 
** after every teftimony I could col- 
** leét on the {pot, and in the monaf- 
** tery of Lerins, where the tradition 
** is preferved. Search having been 
** made for a female to attend upon 
“the prifoner, a woman of the vil- 
** lage of Mongins came to offer her- 
** felf, perfuaded that it would be the 
** fure means of making the fortune of 
** her children; but when fhe was 
** told that it would be neceflary for 
* her to give up all thoughts of feeing 
“‘ them again, and even to renounce 
** all conneétion with the reft of man- 
** kind, fhe refufed to thut herfelf up 
** with a prifoner, whofe acquaintance 
** would coft her fuch a facrifice. I 
*« fhould obferve, that a fentinel was 
‘* placed at each extremity of the fort, 
* who had orders to fire-upon any 
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** boat that approached within a cer- 
*‘ tain diftance. ‘The woman who 
‘* ferved the prifoner died in the ifland 
**.of St. Margaret. The officer’s fa- 
** ther, of whom I have fpoken, and 
** who in certain things was the con- 
*< fident of Mr. Saint Mars, often told 
** his fon, that he went at midnight 
** to carry the body from the prifon, 
** and that he conveyed it on his 
** fhoulder to the place where it was 
‘* interred. He imagined it to be the 
** body of the prifoner himfelf, who 
‘* had died, but it was only that of 
“his fervant; and it was upon this 
** occafion that another female was 
** fought for to replace her.” 

It is likewife faid, that during the 
time that this prifoner was detained 
here, the Governor was accuftomed 
to bring him his food, and then to 
retire after he had fhut the door of 
his apartment. One day he wrote 
fome words with a knife on a filver 
pl.te, and threw it out at the window, 
towards a boat which happened to be 
near the fhore, and almoft at the bot- 
tom of the tower. A fifherman, to 
whom the boat belonged, took up the 
plate, and carried it to the Governor, 
who appeared to be greatly aftonifh- 
ed. ‘* Have you read what is writ- 
‘* ten upon that plate,” faid he, “* or 
** has any one feen it in your hands?” 
—‘‘ I cannot read,” replied the fith- 
erman: ‘* I have juft found it, and 
“« no perfon has feeait.” This man, 
however, was detained until the Go- 
vernor was well aflured that he had 
—_— truth ; after which he difmif- 
ed him, faying, ‘* it is very happy 
** for you that you cannot read,” 
La Grange Chancel relates, in a let. 
ter addreffed to the editor of the Annee 
Literaire, that when Saint Mars went 
to conduét the man with the iron 
mafk to the Baftille, he faid to his 
conduétor, “ Does the King intend 
** to take away my life?” «* No, my 
** Prince,” replied Saint Mars, ** your 
** life is in perfect fafety ; only make 
** no refiftance.” ‘¢ I “knew,” added 
he, ‘* a perfon named Dubuiffon, ca- 
*¢ thier to the famous Samuel Bernard, 
‘* who, after being fome years in the 
* Baftille, 
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 Baftille, was removed to the ifle of 
*« St. Margaret, and, with fome other 
** prifoners, confined in an apartment 
** dire@tly over that which was occu- 
** pied a this unknown _prifoner. 
««'This man told me, that by means 
*< of the funnel of the chimney, they 
** could difcourfe, and communicate 
“¢ their thoughts to one another; but 
“that, having one day afked him 
** why he concealed his name, and 
*¢ the reafon of his being fhut up there, 
<* he replied, that this confeffion would 
** coft him his life, and occafion the 
** deftruction of all thofe to whom he 
** might reveal the fecret.”’ 

The following extract, refpecting 
this prifoner, is taken from the Jour- 
nal* of Mr. Jonca, who was Lieute- 
nant Governor of the Battille at the 
time when he arrived there. ‘* On 
** Thurfday, the 18th of nc 
** 1698, at three in the afternoon, 
** Mr. Saint Mars, Governor of the 
** Baftille, arrived, forjthe firft time, 
** from the ifle of St. Margaret, having 
“‘ brought with him in his litter a 
* — who had been confined at 
* Pignerol. ‘This perfon’s name was 
** not mentioned, and he was kept 
*¢ always mafked. He was at firft put 
** into the tower, called La Bafiniere, 
* until night fhould arrive, at which 
« time I conducted him myfelf, abeut 
*«* nine, to the third apartment in the 
s* tower, called La Bertaudiere, which 
«J had taken care to furnifh com- 
** pletely for him before his arrival, 
*¢ having received orders for that pur- 
«< pofe from Mr. Saint Mars. In 
** condudting him to the faid cham- 
«© ber, I was attended by Mr. Ro- 
** farges, who had accompanied Mr. 
s¢ Saint Mars, and who was appoint- 
** ed to ferve and to take care of the 
** prifoner.—Monday, November the 
** roth, 1703, the unknown prifoner, 
« ftill concealed by a mafk of black 
«* velvet, which Mr. Saint Mars had 
«* brought with him from the ifle of 
** St. Margaret, found himfelf yefter- 
** day a little worfe as he was coming 


** from Mafs, and died this day, at 
‘ten in the evening, without much 
‘* apparent illnefs.—Tuefday, Nov. 
** 20, 1703, the fame prifoner was 
‘* interred, at four in the afternoon, 
** in the church yard of St. Paul, and 
** the expences of his funeral coft forty 
« livres.” 

This is almoft all that is, with cer- 
tainty, known refpecting this ftrange 

rfonage, except what is contained 
in an extra¢t from the regifter of lu- 
rials, in the parifh church of St. Paul, 
at Paris, which is as follows :—** On 
** the rgth of November, 1703, Mar- 
“ chialy, aged forty-five, or there- 
*¢ abouts, died in the Baftille, and his 
** body was interred in the buryin 
“ ground of the church of St. Paul, 
*¢ on the 2oth of the faid month, in 
** the prefence of Mr. de Rofarges, 
** Major, and Mr.Reilh, SurgeonMajor 
‘* of the Baftille, who have figned, 
$6 &c.”” 

It is alfo certain, that the trunk of 
the body only was interred, and that 
the head, which had been cut off, and 
then divided into {mall portions to 
disfigure it, was interred in different 
places; that after the prifoner’s death, 
an order was given to burn every 
thing that he had ufed, fuch as lin- 
nen, clothes, matrefs, and coverlets; 
that the plafter of the apartment in 
which he had been confined was care- 
fully {craped, and the walls new white- 
wafhed ; and that the Miniftry carried 
their precautions fo far, that all the 
panes of glafs were deftroyed, left he 
fhould have left fome mark on them 
which might difcover who he was. 
His mafk was not of iron, as is com- 
monly fuppofed, but of pieces of 
whalebone, covered with black velvet, 
and fixed behind with a padlock, feal- 
ed. It was made in fuch a manner, 
that it was impoffible for him to put 
it afide, or to pull it offhimfelf; but he 
could eat and drink without being 
greatly incommoded. 

Thofe who attended him had or- 
ders to kill him if he difcovered him- 


* This Journal, printed in Father Griffet’s Treatife on the different Kinds of Proofs 


which eflablifh the Truth of Hiftory, is extremely curious. 


felf ; 























felf ; but he was refufed nothing that 
he afked for. His greateft tafte was 
for linnen of an extraordinary fine- 
nefs. He played upon the guitar ; 
his table was plentifully fupplied, and 
the Governor feldom fat down in his 
prefence. An old phyfician belong- 
ing to the Baftille, who had often at- 
tended this fingular man when fick, 
declared that he never faw his face, 
though he often examined his tongue, 
and other parts of his body. He was 
of a fine ftature; his limbs were ex- 
ceedingly well made, and his fkin was 
fomewhat brownifh. He had fome- 
thing engaging in the found of his 
voice; never complained of his fitua- 
tion, and fuffered nothing to efcape 
from him that could give the leaft in- 
timation of his rank or quality. 

What is moft aftonifhing is, that 
when he was fent to the caftle of Pig- 
nerol, the place where he was firft 
confined, no man of any note difap- 
peared in Europe. Mr, de Chamil- 
lard was the laft Minifter who was ac- 
quainted with this ftrange fecret. 
When on his death bed, his fon- 
in-law, Marshal de Ja Feuillade, con- 
jured him to inform him who that 
ftranger was who had been known by 
the title of Ae man with the iron mafk ; 
but Mr. de Chamillard replied, that it 
was a ftate fecret, arid that he had 
taken an oath never to reveal it. 

A prifoner removed with fo much 
caution, who was compelled to be al- 
ways mafked, and to whom even the 
Governor teftified great refpeét, mutt 
undoubtedly have been a perfon of 
confiderable rank; and on this ac- 
count feveral hiftorians have endea- 
voured to difcover whohe was. ‘The 
different opinions formed upon this 
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fubje& are as follow ; and though the 
evidence in fupport of them appears 
equal, fome have given the preference 
to the laft, as being the moft proba- 
ble. 

Firft, then, fome have fuppofed 
this prifoner to be the Duke of Beau- 
fort.* This opinion is founded upon 
a letter written by Mr. de la Grange 
Chancel, to Mr, Freron, in which he 
fays, “* During my refidence at the 
‘* ifle of St. Margaret, I learned the 
** following particulars refpeéting the 
** man with the iron mafk. Mr. de 
*« la Motte Guerin, who was Gover- 
© nor of that ifle at the time that I was 
*« detained there, affured me that this 
«© prifoner was the Duke of Beaufort,+ 
** who was faid to have been killed at 
** Candia, when it was befieged by 
“the Turks, and whofe body was 
‘* never afterwards found, according 
** to all the accounts then publithed, 
“‘ If we, indeed, confider the turbu- 
** lent fpirit of the Duke of Beaufort, 
** and the part which he took in all 
‘the commotions at Paris, during 
‘© the civil war under the minority of 
“* Louis XIV. the violent meafures 


' purfued to fecure him will not ap- 


“ pear aftonifhing, efpecially as his 
“ office of High Admiral gave him 
‘* daily an opportunity of thwarting 
** the defigns of the Minifters who had 
* the care of the Marine department. 
“The Count de Vermandois, the 
** King’s fon by Madame de la Valliere, 
«* was fubftituted in the place of this 
** Admiral, who appeared to be fo 
** dangerous.” 

In refutation of this opinion, it may 
be obferved, that, at the period when 
the man with the iron miafk was con- 
fined, the authority of Louis XIV. 


* Francis de Vendome, Duke of Beaufort, fon of Czfar, Duke of Vendome, was 
born at Paris, in 1616. He diftinguifhed himfelf carly by his courage, and was pre- 
fent at the battle of Avein, in 1695; at the fiege of Corbie, in 1636 ; at that of Hefdien, 
in 1639; and at that of Arras, in 1640. He was accufed of having atternpted the life of 
Cardinal Mazarin, and was imprifoned in the caftle of Vincennes, in 1643, but ‘fhe 
made his efcape thence five years after. During the civil wars, under the minority of 
Louis XIV. he was employed by the party who oppofed the Court to raife the populace, 
by whom he was adored, and whole language he {poke : ou that account he was called 


the King of the Blask-guards, 


+ As being author of the celebrated Philippicks, 


was 
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was fully eftablifhed, and the royal 
authority perfectly fecure. It is, 
therefore, very improbable, that the 
Duke of Beaufort thould be {fo for- 
midable as to induce the court to 
purfue fuch meafures refpeéting him, 
while a fingle word would have been 
fufficient to difplace or to banifh 
him ; befides, the Duke of Beaufort 
had long before that period returned 
to his allegiance, and there was no- 
thing afterwards in his conduét that 
merited reprehenfion. The prifoner 
with the iron mafk was always re- 
prefented as 2 young man, fond of 
neatnefs and elegance in his drefs ; 
whereas the Duke of Beaufort was; 
or muft have been then very old, and 
it is well known, that he was re- 
markable for being a floven. In 
fhort, the Marquis of St André 
Montbrun, who was an eye-witnefs 
to his death at the fiege of Candia, 
{peaks of that event in thefe words: 
** The Duke of Beaufort did not 
“wait for day-light to give the 
** fignal for an affault; the French 
** army were thrown into confufion, 
“* and whilft he was running to every 
** quarter to rally them, he was 
* killed, and his body confounded 
«¢ with the reft of the dead. It was 
** never well known in what man- 
* ner he was killed, but it is certain 
* that the Grand Vizir fent his head 
“to Conftantinople, where it was 
“ carried through the ftreets for three 
«* days on the point of a lance, asa 
«* mark of theChriitians having been 
** defeated.” To this may be added, 
that notwithftanding the Duke of 
Beaufort’s rank, the Governor of the 
Baftille would never have fhewn fo 
much refpeét towards him as he 
fhewed towards this prifoner, and the 
detention of this nobleman would 
have been on the part of Louis XIV. 
or his miniftry, a piece of cruelty 
equally ufelefs as ridiculous. 


A fecond opinion is, that this\the Duke of Burgundy. 


perfonage was the Count de Verman- 
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Secret Memoirs, was fupported alfo by 
the Jefuit Griffet, a long time con- 
feffor to the Baftille, who had an op- 
portunity of fearching the moft pri- 
vate archives of that prifon, and 
whofe evidence on this account may 
be confidered as having fome weight. 
In the Secret Memoirs, the following 
account is given of this affair. ‘* The 
«« Count dé Vermandois, natural fon 
“of Louis XIV. one of his greateft 
‘© favorites, and almoft of the fame 
** age as the Dauphin, but of a quite 
‘* different difpofition, forgot him- 
** felf fo far one day, as to give the 
“ young Prince a box on the ear. 
** This aétion having been too pub- 
‘© lic to remain unpunifhed, the 
“ King made him join the army, and 
** fent word to one of his-confidants 
** to {pread a report foon after his 
“ arrival, that he was attacked by 
** a contagious diforder, to prevent 
** any one from being around him ; 
** afterwards, to give out that he 
‘* was dead, and while his pretended 
* funeral fhould be celebrated with 
‘** great pomp and fplendor before 
** the eyes of the whole army, to 
** convey him with the utmoft fe- 
** crecy to the ifle of St. Margarent, 
“‘ which was punctually executed. 
** The Count de Vermandois never 
* guitted this prifon till he was con- 
** veyed to the Baftille, where he 
** died fome years after.” 

The relater of this anecdote be- 
gins by faying, that the Dauphin 
and the Count de Vermandois were 
almott of the fame age, but this is a 
miftake. ‘The Dauphin was born in 
1661, and was prey seat fix years 
older than the Count de Verman- 
dois, who was born in 1667, At 
the time when the pretended blow 
was given, the Count was fixteen 
years of age, and the Dauphin twen- 
ty-two; the latter wasalfo married, 
and had a fon, known by ghe title of 
hey were 
therefore too far advanced in life to 


dois, fon of Louis XIV. by Madame quarrel like mere children; befides, 
de la Valliere. This opinion, found- the Count de Vermandois was miid, 
ed wpon the relation of the author of affable and polite, and his figure 


difplayed 
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difplayed all the graces of his mo- 
ther. ‘Towards the end of the year 
1682, Louis XIV. having difcovered 
that he had been engaged in fome 
extravagant debauch, after a fevere 
reprimand, banifhed him from the 
court for fome time. He did not 
appear there again till towards the 
end of Oétober, 1683, to take his 
leave before he fet out on his firft 
campaign, which abfolutely refutes 
the ftory concerning the box on the 
ear given to the Dauphin. This 
circumftance is not faid to have hap- 
pened before his difgrace; it muft 
then have taken place after his re- 
turn; but it is certain that he re- 
mained at court only four days, 
which mutt have been otherwife em- 
ployed, and that he was ‘befides 
greatly mortified with the punith- 
ment he had fuffered, and far from 
being inclined to any excefs. 

It may be obferved alfo, that there 
Were too many attendants around 
the Dauphin, not to make fuch a 
rafh aétion immediately public. All 
the accounts of that time fay, that 
the Count de Vermandois was taken 
ill on the 12th of November in the 
evening, that a malignant fever ap- 
peared the next day, and that he 
died on the 18th. Louis XIV. and 
all his minifters could not have com- 
municated that fever tohim. ‘They 
mult, therefore, have been under the 
neceflity of perfuading this paflionate 
and rath prince to act the fick man 
for fix days; they mutt alfo have 
bribed or gained over his phyficians, 
and fecured the confidence of Gollas 
the pricit, whom Madame delaValliere 
engaged to attend her fon to the ar- 
my, and who came back inconfo- 
Jable for the lofs of his young maf- 
ter, after having feen him breathe 
his laft. All thefe improbabilities 
give us reafon to difbelieve that the 
man with the iron mafk was the 
Count de Vermandois, With regard 
to age, that of the man with the iron 


matk agrees as little with the age of 


the Count de Vermandois, as with 
that of the Duke of Beaufort; the one 
Vou, Ill. 


was by far too young, and the other 
by far too old. 

A third opinion is, that this pri- 
foner was the Duke of Monmouth, 
natural fon of Charles II. king of 
England, by Lucy Walters. ‘The 
great affeétion which the people of 
England ente:tained for this noble- 
man, and an idea he had conceived 
that they only wanted a leader to 
drive James I]. from the throne, en- 
gaged him to undertake an enter- 
prize, which might have perhaps 
fucceeded, had it been conduéted 
with more prudence. Having land- 
ed at Lyme, in Dorfethhire, with 
fcarecly an hundred followers, he 
foon faw his little army encrcafed to 
the number of fix thoufand men. 
Several towns declared for him, and, 
encouraged by the favorable recep- 
tion which he had met with, he af- 
fumed the title of king, maine 
tained his legitimacy, -and declared 
that he had proofs of the marriage 
of Charles U. with his mother. 
James, alarmed at his progrefs, fent 
a confiderable body of men to op- 
pofe him ; a battle was fought in the 
neighborhood of Bridgewater, in 
which Monmouth’s party were at 
firft fuperior; but being bafely de- 
ferted by Lord Gray, who com- 
manded the cavalry,they foon began 
to give way, and after a fhort con- 
flict, were entirely defeated. ‘The 
unhappy Monmouth, in attempting to 
effect his efcape, was taken piifoner, 
and being conveyed tol.ondon,was be- 
headed on the ssth of.July, 168c. 
This exccution was attended with 
all the ufual formalities; but Mr. 
Hume tells us, that his partifans 
flattered themfelves, and not with- 
out fome foundation, that the per- 
fon put to death was not the Dicke 
of Monmouth, but one of his moft 
faithful adherents, who reiembled 
that nobleman, and who being caughe 
had the courage to die ino his itead, 
and to give him that proof of hig 
zeal and attachment. 

It is certain that a report pre- 
vailed in London, that an officer of 
his 
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his army had fuffered for him, and on 
this report, a lady of great quality hav- 
ing, by the force of money, prevailed 
upon thofe who had it in their power 
to open the coffin, and having exa- 
mined the right arm of the body, 
inftantly exclaimed 44. It is xot he! 

But without dwelling on popular 
reports, the timorous character of 
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James II. and the political cireum- 
{tances of the times, feem to cor- 
refpond very well with this opinion. 
With regard to another perfon fub- 
ftituting himfelf in the place of the 
Duke of Monmouth, there is nothing 
impoflible in this, when it is con- 
fidered how much he was beloved 
and adored by his friends. 


AND THE MANNERS ane 


CUSTOMS or tHe BEDOUIN ARABS, 


BY THE ABBE 
{ Continued. } 
Lis sa eR XK. 


TO DR. 





T is not, my dear Doétor, 
among the petty fovereigns of 
Africa that we muft look for the 
magnificence and luxury of the po- 
tentates of Europe. The chief of a 
horde of fhepherds cannot difplay 
the oftentation of riches, and even 
if he could, the policy of the coun- 
try requires that the weaithy fhould 
conceal their treafures under the 
veil of poverty. 

When J arrived at Ali Bey’s habi- 
tation, after having rendered my 
journey thrice as tedious as it might 
have been, by pafling through anum- 
ber of by-roads, I found him feated 
on the ground at the entrance of his 
tent. A bundle of ftraw ferved him 
for a throne, and nothing diftin- 
guifhed him from his fubjeéts, who 
appeared before him bare-footed, 
byt his drefs, which was a little 
finer, and that he wore fhoes. When 
informed who I was, he advanced 
to meet me, ftretched out his hand, 
as a token of friendfhip, and received 
me with much affability. I inform- 
ed him, by means of my interpreter, 
that having heard a very favorable 
character of him, I had coine to fo- 
licit his protection, and permiilion to 
traverfe his dominions, begging him 
to grant me every neceffary fecurity 
for that purpole. The prince made 
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avery polite anfwer to my compli- 
ment and requeft, afluring me that 
the Chriflians were his god friends, 
that they might always command 
every thing in his power, and that 
he was extremely forry that the 
plague prevented them from vilfiting 
him fo often as he wifhed. He then 
conducted me to a tent near his own, 
where we converfed fome time on 
his conne¢tion with la Calle, the de- 
fire which he had of promoting its 
commerce, and upon various other 
topics that engaged his attention. 
He accompanied me into the dif- 
ferent tents of that Douare which I 
wilhed to fee, and a report being 
fpread that I was the Papas of la 
Calie, I received the compliments 
of all the Maori Papas, who treated 
me as one of their brethren. 

In the evening, Ali Bey fent me 
fome courcoucon, and after Ihad (upped, 
he came and pafied an hour in my 
tent, and very obligingly afked me 
if I ftood in need of any thing. Our 
converfation happening to turn upon 
the Spaniards, who were expected 
to come and bombard the city of 
Bonne, I entertained him with an 
account of the fettlements of the Eu- 
ropeans in the new world, of the 
manner in which they were con- 
qucred, and of the immente riches 
pefleiied 
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poflefied there by the Spaniards. He 
appeared to be very much interefted in 
my relation; and he afked mea thou- 
fand queftions, which announced his 
admiration and furprife at what he 
had heard. More than an hundred 
Moors, feated in a circle around us, 
liittened to us with attention, and we 
did not feparate till towards midnight. 
"The Moors fup and retire to reft at a 
very late hour. Ali Bey ordered a 
little clean ftraw to be brought me, 
upon which I ftretched my wearied 
limbs, but the exceflive heat prevent- 
ed me from enjoying relt. Befides 
this, the continual barking of dogs, 
the lowing of the herds, the neighing 
of horfes, and the fongs of the Moors, 
which are far from being agreeable 
to the ear, drove fleep from my eye- 
lids during the whole night. 

We ftarted very early in the morn- 
ing, and were foon furrounded by a 
crowd of Moors, who ftretched out 
their arms that we might feel their 

ulfe*, and requefted that we would 

leed them. It is a kind of madnefs 
among thefe people to imagine them- 
felves fick, when they know that one is 
a phyfician: as they have the greateft 
confidence in letting blood, we were 
obliged to gratify fome of them; we 
therefore went through all the tents 
with the lancet in our hand, and the 
crowd became fo great, that I appre- 
hended I thould be forced to perform 
that operation, the furgeon having 
told them in joke that I was as fkilful 
as he. I had like to have experienced 
the fate of Sganarelle; but Ali Bey, 
to whom I had recourfe, delivered me 
from the importunities of thefe hy- 
pochondriacs. The women fhewed 
the fame defire asthe men. We found 
them {quatting in a corner of their 
tents, employed in the management 
of their family affairs; and by figns, 
which are readily underftood in any 
country, it appeared to me that they 
were as fond of us as of their hufbands; 
but we were far from entertaining the 
fentiments with which they wifhed to 
infpire us. I never beheld more dif- 


guiting figures: they were almoft all 
infe@ed with the itch; they had a 
noxious fmell, and their ragged clothes 
were entircly covered with filth. 

Ali Bey’s authority over his fubje&s 
isunlimited. His willis alaw; what- 
ever he commands is executed, and 
he may gratify his cruelty, his injuf- 
tice, and this inhumanity, without 
fear of punifhment. ‘The victim 
whom he facrifices expires without an 
avenger; and thofe who are moft 
bound to protec him, are the firft to 
kifs, in the moft abje¢t manner, the 
bloody handsof their defpot. I how- 
ever found Ali Bey lefs ferocious than 
the reft of the Arabs. His reign, 
which has been only a year, has not 
yet been fullied by any crime. He is 
not fo diffolute in his manners as his 
brother El Bey, who was on the throne 
before him. He is firmly attached 
to the Mahometan religion, the pre- 
cepts of which he faithfully obferves, 
and he punifhes with the utmoft feve- 
rity whoever dares totranfgrefs the law 
of the Prophet. He is grave in his 
deportment; his figure 1s genteel, his 
gaitis flow and formal, and his coun- 
tenance is noble, and marked with 
dignity. He has good natural parts, 
and appears to be very fhrewd when 
his intereft is concerned, Being a 
pretty good politician, and full of 
ambition, he would be capable of un- 
dertaking great enterpriles, did not 
the Bey of Conitantine, to whom he 
is fubordinate, continually harrafs him, 
and watch his motions with the utmoft 
vigilance. His authority is not yet 
fufficiently eftablifhed to make any 
great attempt. 1 was furprifed, my 
dear doétor, to find a public fchool 
in the Douare of Ali Bey; and full 
more fo to find it under the dire€tion 
of a perfon who was blind. This 
Arab affembled in his tent about a 
dozen of children of both fexes, whom 
he taught to read and write. I ob- 
ferved, that their countenances bore 
no marks of wearinefs or diflike, 
which are too common in our {chools 

in Europe: labor, on the contrary, 





* I forgot to mention that I was accompanied by the Surgeon Major of La Calle, 
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appeared to them like amufement. 
They had only one book, the Coran, 
which the mafter knew by heart, and 
on that account he was able to follow 
his fcholars, and to correét them when 
they went wrong. They chanted 
their leffons, each with good humor, 
and in a different tone; and though 
this mufic was not very engaging, I 
with pleafure faw that, among thefe 
favage hordes, the infancy of man is 
not abandoned to cruel and mercilefs 
tyrants, who often blaft the rifing 
fiéwers of genius at an early period 
oflife. The fartheft advanced taught 
the younger part to write, under the 
direction of the matter. lof 





Inttead of pa- 
per, they had pieces of board covered 
over with a white kind of varnifh;a bit 
of reed, cut in a very rude manner, 
fupplied the place of a pen; and yet 
with this coarfe apparatus they wrote 
well, and with great expedition. 
When they had thoroughly learned 
the ftafk preferibed to them, they 
wathed their tablets, upon which an- 
other was written, always taken from 
the Coran. As foon as the time of 
their remaining in fchool was expired, 
each child embraced the mafter, who 
treated them with great mildnefs and 
affability, and returned him thanks 
for his attention. How much I wifh- 
ed at that moment to have had before 
me one of thofe furly pedagogues, 
who know no other plan but that of 
infpiring children with fentiments of 
fear and difguft! Since I am on the 
fubje& of children, permit me, my 
dear doétor, to delineate a portrait of 
them, fuch as I have found them here. 
Tam of opinion that they are not un- 
vortby the attention of the traveller; 
and that it is of the higheft import- 
ance to obferve, in all countries, the 
expanfion of reafon, the progrefs of 
ideas, and what conftitutes, even at 
the tendereft age, the original charac- 
ter of man; a chara@ler which educa- 
tion, intereft, policy, and the paf- 
fions almoft entirely deface at the 
more advanced periods of life. In 
the greater part of what are called ci- 
vilized nations, children fcarcely come 
into the world, when they are dreffed 
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out like puppets. ‘They are made te 
join their hands, and to repeat by 
rote a few Latin words: they are 
taught, above all, to behave with po- 
litenefs, that is to fay, to diffemble 
and lie; and they are afterwards 
whipped for thefe faults, when their 
parents themfelves are the firft victims 
of their own folly. Among the 
Moors the cafe is quite different: chil- 
dren there are entirely abandoned to 
nature; they are feldom careffed, and 
never beaten. Left to themfelves, 
they are employed only in exercifes 
fuited to their age: they run, fport, 
quarrel, and become friends ; the 
moft ardent heat does not intimidate 
them; dampnefs and cold never hurt 
them; they throw themfelves into the 
water when covered with fweat, and 
never fit down until they have quench- 
ed their thirft. They can fcarcely 
walk when they accompany their fa- 
thers to watch their flocks; mount on 
the back of the fierceft bull, and learn, 
without bridle and without fpurs, to 
manage the moft untra¢table courfer. 
Familiar with every animal, they ca- 
refs the fheep, play with the goat, and 
in clofe purfuit follow the ox which 
efcapes. By thefe exercifes, in which 
they delight, and to which they are 
never compelled, they become nim- 
ble, vigorous, and robuft; and are 
enured to that kind of life for which 
they are deftined. ‘They are accaf- 
tomed early to bear hunger, thirft, 
and the moft laborious journeys, with- 
out complaining. Their parents do 
not fpoil them by fedulous and mi- 
nute atténtion. An over-tender mo- 
ther never runs to wipe the fweat 
from the dufty forehead of her fon ; 
if he complains, he is not heard; and 
if he cries, fhe is infenfible to his 
tears, which are never the means of 
obtaining what he defires. He is ne- 
ver prevented from doing what he 
choofes, but his parents never humor 
his caprice. If he wifhes for any 
thing, he muft procure it himfelf ; 1f 
he cannot, he muft give it up and re- 
main contented. He never afks for 
any thing; he fearches for it, and by 
this he accuftoms himfelf to ‘fuit his 
defires 
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defires to hisfituation. But this want 
of complaifance on the part of the 
parents, and this kind of indepen- 
dence in the children, do not efta- 
blith between father and fon thofe gen- 
tle bonds and that tender relation 
which, to feeling hearts, are the high- 
eft enjoyments of life. As foon as 
children can fupport themielves with- 
out the help of thofe to whom they 
owe their exiflence, they often aban- 
don them, and they become after- 
wards ftrangers to one another. Thei 

common fate gives them little con- 
cern, unlefs they are united by re- 
ciprocal intereft : affection for parents 
is, therefore, a fentiment almott un- 
known to the heart of an Arab ;a bro- 
ther is often an enemy to a brother, 
andthe ties of blood, which are 
thought to be fo ftrong among man- 
kind, are here of little force. Rouf- 
feau, who faw only by the light of 
his own genius what few can fee by 
experience, judged well, that in the 
man of nature the ties of blood mutt 
be unknown, and that the reciprocal 
tendernefs of relations is only the 
effe4s of mutual care, and fervices 
given and received, 

With regard to the real character 
of children, it is the fame in Barbary 
as elfewhere; I have feen them, as 
among us, lively, eager, full of {pi- 
rits, and of petulance ; but an obfer- 
vation which ftruck me, and which 
will no doubt furprife you alfo is, that 
their reafon, though never cultivated, 
is much forwarder than that of our 
children, whofe minds are harraffed 
in the tendereft age. Amongft us, a 
boy of twelve or thirteen, ftuffed with 
the pedantical notions of our public 
fchoo!s, fcarcely knows how tc.fpeak 
before people older than himfelf. He 
‘is timid, bafhful and dull, and he con- 
ftantly imagines that he fees before 
him his preceptor, armed with his 
formidable ferula. 

On the other hand, the young Arab 
wandering in the open plains, fur- 
rounded by tents, herds and flocks, 
and enjoying in full liberty all the 
pleafures of youth, and the bounties 
of nature, engreafes his ideas even 
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with the objects of his delight. As 
he is reftrained by no dread, nor 
checked by any fenfe of decency, he 
{peaks his fentiments in a firm and 
manly tone, without being in the leaft 
abafhed. If he wifhes to be heard, 
he is under the neceflity of attra@ting 
the attention of thofe to whom he 
addrefles himfelf, otherwife he re. 
ceives noreply. If he afks queftions, 
none of them are anfwered but as they 
deferve it; but at the faine time, if 
what he fays appears tobe juft, he is 
heard with attention, and treated as a 
man, and this mark of diftin@tion in- 
fpires him with a defire of acting 
like one. Thus, witho.st much trou- 
ble, without mafters. and without 
tutors, the young Arab formed by na- 
ture, early acquires thofe ideas which 
relate to his occupation, as wel] as that 
vigor and noble carriage which an- 
nounce the dignity of man. ‘Their 
geflures are not ftiif, but natural, and 
their pace is neither too quick nor too 
flow, It is firm and manly ; butit is 
only during infancy that the Arabs 
can follow the diétates of nature. 
Their mild and fimple manners, gra- 
dually deftroyed by brutal prejudices, 
by the fanguinary difpofitions of their 
fathers, corrupted by the fthameful 
irregularities to which they abandon 
themnfelves, totally difappear, and the 
blood-thirfty favage is fubftituted in 
the room of the man of nature. 

One of the firft prejudices inftil- 
led into.a child, is an implacable ha- 
tred againft all Chriflians; and this 
idea becomes fo ftrengthened by age, 
that there is not a fingle Arab who 
does not confider it asa meritorious 
a€tion to deprive one of life. Ihave 
been often greatly harraffed by thefe 
children, who flocked around me as [ 
approached the tents, and I was even 
under the neceflity of tamely putting 
up with the groffeft infults, which I re- 
ceived from them. They fpat in my 
face, threw ftones at me, and loaded 
me with abufe. Had J attempted to 
correct any of them for their info. 
lence, their fathers would not have 
failed to take their part, and to re. 
venge at my expence, an injury done 
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by adog* toa fervant of Mahomet. I 
have many times feen fome of the wo- 
men, who had never met a Chriftian, 
fhudder when I appeared, and fly from 
me as if I had been a montter. How- 
ever, by means of foine litile prefent, 
I always rendered them more tratta- 
ble, and when I had familarifed them 
fo far that they ventured to look 
at me, they appeared aftonifhed, when 
they found me like another man, Se- 
veral of them could not be perfuaded 
that I was a Chritian; they particu- 
larly examined my gloves, which I 
was obliged to wear on account of the 
exceffive heat, and which were green, 
taking that to he the color of my tkin, 
but when I puiled them off they were 
in the utmoft amazement. Every at- 
tempt that I made to explain their 
utility was in vain, for as thefe peo- 
ple are acquainted only with what is 
neceflary, they laugh at all fuperflui- 
ties. They think themfelves fuperior 
to us, becaufe they have fewer wants ; 
and indeed it muft be owned, that they 
are in the right. How often by their 
raillery have they given me ufeful lef- 
fons! I was accuftomed, for example, 
to ufe a fpoon when I ate of their 
courcoucon, inftead of forming it into 
balls with my fingers like them. They 
laughed much at this fuperfluous piece 
of furniture, which felf-love made me 
renounce, and I perceived, that not- 
withftanding my aukwardnefs in ufing 
my fingers, they efteemed me more, 
when they faw me abandon my own 
cuftoms and adopt theirs. Thus, my 
dear Doétor, are all thofe commodi- 
ties fo much boafted of in Europe, 
treated in the defart. Inthe eyes of 
an Arab mountaineer, luxury is con- 
temptible, and the ftrongeft proof to 
him of: our meannefs, is our effemi- 
nacy. I have the honor to be &c. 


LETTER XI. 


TO THE SAMX. 


Wuewn I ftudied with you, my 
dear Doéior, the elements of natural 
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hiftory, you was fo often a witnefs 
to my pleafures, that it is juft you 
fhould now be a partaker in them. 
Ihave lately made fome very long 
excurfions. On one fide, I have been 
as far as the bottom of the celebrated 
Mount Atlas, and on the other, al- 
moft to the borders of the great de- 
fart, called the defart of Saara. What 
rich and magnificent views have I 
beheld! How ftriking and fublime 
is the afpeét of fimple nature! A 
thoufand times have I admired in Eu- 
rope the numberlefs productions of 
our globe, thofe exotic plants colleét- 
ed ata great expence in our hot houfes, 
and thofe furious animals which 
we keep captives ; but my admiration 
never made a lafting impreffion. All 
thefe objects, magnificently difplay- 
ed, and ranged according to fyftems, 
which were never thofe of nature, ex- 
hibited rather to gratify the eye than 
to fpeak to the heart, appeared to me 
to be more the work of man than of 
nature. I fatigued myfelf to no pur- 
pofe in tranfporting each obje¢ to its 
proper place ; I formed a chimerical 
world, and became the dupe of my 
own errors. The moft fertile geni- 
us, and the moft exalted imagination, 
can never rife to the fublime beau- 
ties of the univerfe, or relifh them, 
whilft they have before their eyes on- 
ly the labors of men. 

What delightful enjoyments have 
T experienced for fome months paft, 
in traverfing thefe wild and unculti- 
vated regions! Every thing here is as 
it ought to be, and notwithfltand- 
ing the apparent diforder, every object 
is in its proper place. The bramble 
grows by the fide of the laurel, the 
myrtlé is entwined with the thorn, and 
the oliveand the pomegranate can be 
pulled only by forcing one’s way 
through thick bufhes. The flowers, 
decked out in all the pride of nature, 
do not difplay at the expence of their 
pofterity, a fplendor which dies with 
them ;the oak does not bend its head to 
form a fhady alley,but it rifes majefti- 


* The mildeft expreffion they beftow ona Chriftian. 
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eally towards the heavens, and the fruit 
trees, without yielding productions 
foreign to them, prefent theirs in 
abundance, and need not the affiftance 
of art. In a word, nature appeared to 
me ina rude but fertile ftate ; I beheld 
rich paftures, immenfe plains diverfi- 
fied at every ftep, hills covered with 
heath, maftic trees, broom and holly- 
oak; inacceflible rocks, barren and 
fcorching fands, gloomy,and often im- 
senetrable forefts, with marfhes and 
immenfe lakes ; fuch is the general af- 
pectof Numidia. The rivers and ftreams 
do not impetuoufly roll their waters 
in narrow regular channels; their 
progrefs is flow, they appear to be 
almoft ina ftate of ftagnation, conti- 
nually branching out into different 
arms, and in their wandering courfe 
they fometimes form beautiful caf- 
cades over the rocks and ftones : fome- 
times glide gently along over a bed of 
fand, white as fnow, through groves 
from which they iffue,cooland limpid, 
and uniting a little farther, form in 
the bofom of the mountainsextenfive 
lakes, abounding in water fowl, which 
hovering night and day over their 
furfaces, find in their reeds and bul- 
rufhes a fafe and commodious afylum. 
The forefts have a venerable afpett, 
which carries back the imag?nation to 
the remoteft antiquity. In traverf- 
ing thefe vatt folitudes, through which 
an awful filence reigns, one every mo- 
ment expects to meet with fome of the 
primeval men. If they are no lon- 
ger to be found, their works, howe- 
ver, prove that they once exifted. I 
cannot, my dear Doétor, convey by 
words any idea of what I experience, 
when I contemplate the ancient ruins 
which every now and then flart up to 
view in thefe wild and uncultivated 
regions. Walls half deftroyed, co- 
lumns extended on the ground, the 
remains of highways, and infcriptions 
almoit defaced, are objeéts which ex- 
cite in my mind a tender and pleafing 
melancholy. Icombine the patt and 
the prefent, compare ages, and when 
alone, I imagine myfelf to be fur- 
rounded by the thades of thofe over 
whofe afhes 1 tread. The Getulians, 
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the Numidians, the Carthaginians and 
the Romans, if I may fay fo, rife 
from their tombs; the manes of the 
unfortunate Dido, the virtuous Regu- 
lus, and the rigid Cato, prefent them- 
felves to give me emphatical and af- 
fecting leflons on the fhortnefs of life, 
and the fleeting glory of the proudeft 
empires. I behold then only broken 
fceptres, reverfed thrones, and na- 
tions vanifhed for ever. I feek for 
the rich Carthage, the powerful king- 
dom of Jugurtha, the conquefts and 
labors of Rome, and fin: in their ftead 
nothing but a few ruins, almoft con- 
cealed from the view by briars and 
bufhes. Yet how eloquent are thefe 
ruins! How forcibly do they fpeak 
to the heart! How oft have they 
made me forget the prefent age! How 
oft, with my eyes fixed on the moul- 
dering remains of fome ancient city, 
have I paffed whole hours abforbed in 
the moft profound meditation! But 
this {weet melancholy affumes a diffe- 
rent charaéter in proportion as I ad- 
vance into the defart countries. The 
view of Nature abandoned to herfelf, 
the fight of the rocks which furround 
me, the gloom of a foreft which I pene- 
trate, the noife of birds of prey, the 
cries of the timid animal they are de- 
vouring, the roaring of favage beatts, 
are all objects which in my imagina- 
tion form fo many different pictures. 
Sometimes my ideas affume the fublime 
ftrain of the works of the Creator; 
fometimes my heart is melted when I 
refleét on the bloody wars which the 
more ferocious beafts carry on againft 
the weaker; and at others I fhudder 
with difmay on hearing the tremend- 
ous howlings of the king of animals. 
Thefe emotions form fo many en- 
joyments, to which one muft always 
be a ftranger in a cultivated country. 
The grand and fublime beauties of 
Nature often difappear under the hand 
of man. He unites all that can pleafe 
the eye, contribute to his happinefs, 
or add to his convenience; but he 
deftroys the thagnificent painting of 
the univerfe, and in its ftead exhibits to 
the philofophic obferver confufion, 
ei abfurdity, and conftraint. 
Cultivated 
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Cultivated Nature will never have the 
fame effect upon the imagination as 
Nature in a ftate of rudenefs. The 
former is neat, agreeable, and com- 
modious; it recreates and amufes; but 
the latter is beautiful amidft its aweful 
horrors ; it is majeitic and ftriking: 
it is the retreat of the man of genius; 
for, in the midft of defarts and hide- 
ous rocks, the moft lively imagina- 
tions acquired that fire and ftrength 
which will make their works be ad- 
mired till the end of time. It is thi- 
ther always that the poets tranfport us 
when they are defirous of elevating 
the foul by grand and magnificent 
fcenery.. With what refpect does old 
Thermofyris, the Prieft of Apollo, 
infpire us, when compofing hymns in 
honor of that deity in an aged foreft? 
Who is not filled with veneration ona 
recital of the myfterious worfhip of 
the Druids amidit their facred groves ? 
In fhort, my dear doétor, I have a 
thoufand times experienced that a 
view of rude Nature cherithes thofe 
noble paffions which are fo nearly al- 
lied to fentiment. [tis there that a dif- 
confolate hufband raifes a tomb to the 
wife whom he adored ; and there, amidtt 
the filence of Nature, and ata dif- 
tance from the haunts of men, he be- 
dews with the tears of affection the dear 
athes of his faithful companion. Every 
object around him flatters his grief; 
every thing gratifies his pleafing me- 
lancholy. Would we, on the con- 
trary, paint fportive gambols, gentle 
{miles, Love and the Graces, we 
mutt follow the brilliant imaginations 
of the poets, to rofeate bowers, on 
the flowery banks of fome cryftal 
fountain, and to places embellifhed by 
cultivation and art. 
Let the light and frivolous mind, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


through Paris, in 1604, had 
the honor of fupping with Henry IV. 
"Towards the end of the entertainment, 
the King having afked him what par- 
ticular plan of operations he meant to 


A MBROSE Spinola paffiag 
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therefore, go and warm its ideas ; and 
let the tender and feeling heart che- 
rith its fenfibility in thofe rural re- 
treats, where the occupations and the 

leafures of innocent Pufticks, and the 
Frniles of cultivated Nature, melt the 
foul, and prefent fcenes equally va- 
ried as agreeable; but Iet the man 
of genius never give birth to his fub- 
lime productions, but at a diftance 
from the habitations of men ; and let 
him behold nothing in the univerfe 
but the works of the Almighty ; but 
let him behold them fuch as they were 
when they came from his hands ; for 
whatever man attempts to bring to 
perfection he degrades, like thole 
painters who bedaub with new color- 
ing the magnificent pi@tures of Mi. 
chael Angelo: in attempting to re- 
vive, they disfigure them, and the 
mafterly touches of the Florentine 
difappear under the falfe glare of their 
pencils. Let us leave alfo thofe vir- 
tuofi, who in their cabinets colle& 
paultry {pecimens, difpofed with much 
order under the fineft glafles. It is 
not there that the obferver of Nature 
will go to ftudy; he will view the 
ftone in its quarry, the mineral in its 
vein, and the exotick plant in its na- 
tive foil. It is not fuflicient for us to 
contemplate one fuperb column; we 
muft fee the whole edifice, and ad- 
mire the harmony that reigns in the 
diftribution of each piece. Such are 
the reflections which have often occu- 
pied my thoughts during my travels. 
Ac every ftep I compared what I had 
feen with what I a¢tually faw; and [ 
could not comprehend how man, in 
his folly, can have the prefumption 
fometimes to imagine that he can ex- 
cel Nature. I have the honor to 
be, &c. 
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purfue in the next campaign, Spinola 
gave him a faithful relation of his in- 
tentions; telling him how and when 
he would begin, where he would con- 
ftruét a bridge, on the Scheld, to lead 
over hisarmy; and where he propofed 
te 
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In a word, he 


to ere& a {niall fort. 
did not omit the minuteft circum- 


ftance. Henry, who was interefted 
for the Dutch, immediately wrote to 
the Prince of Orange an account of 
all that he had heard, telling him that 
he mutt take every thing in a quite 
contrary fenfe, as it was not probable 
that Spinola, who was fufpicious of 
him, would have difclofed his real 
defigns. This able General, how- 
ever, did every thing that he had 
faid. He had been fo free with Henry 
IV. only becaufe he was perfuaded 
that he would not believe him. On 
this account that Prince faid, ‘* Others 
** deceive me by fpeaking falfchood, 
** but Spinola has deceived me by 
** telling the truth.” 

Anne, of Auftria, mother of Louis 
XIV. had fo foft and delicate.a fkin, 
that fhe could not procure cambrick 
fine enough to make fheets and fhifts 
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for her. Cardinal Mazarin on this 
account faid, that if fhe went to hell, 
her punifhment would be to fleep in 
linnen. 

The late King of Poland had a 
magnificent glafs above his chimney- 
piece, which, on account of its fin- 
gular fize, was of ineftimable value. 
One of his domeftics happening one 
day to break it, his Majetty faid, in 
a paffion, ** 1’ll lay any wager it isin 
“* pieces.” ‘* Not quite, Sire,” re- 
plied the fervant, with the utmoft in- 
difference. 

Cardinal Richelieu one day faid to 
Mr. Lort, a celebrated phyfician, 
‘© How happens it that my hair is 
‘** white, and my beard black, while 
‘* the contrary is the cafe with you.” 
—‘* My lord,” replied the phyfician, 
** it is becaufe you labor hard with 
‘your head, and I with my jaw- 
** bones.” 


A suyorr ACCOUNT or tHe STATUE or tHe BOY putuiine a 
THORN FROM His Foor. 


HATEVER may have been the 
intention of the artift in this 
ftatue, which reprefents a boy pulling 
a thorn from his foot, we have fo little 
information refpe&ting it, that nothing 
certaincan be known. Some have faid 
that ic was ereéted. by the fenate to 
the memory of @ fhepherd, named 
Martius*, who brought fome im- 
portant news to Rome, without ftop- 
ping to pull a thorn from his foot, 
which had got into it by the way, and 
which pained him very much. This 
opinion, however, feems to be founded 
merely upon popular report. 

Maffei thinks that it is rather the 
fame as that celebrated Ratue of bronze, 
by Telephanes Phoceus, mentioned 
by Pliny with much praife in the fol- 
lowing words, Laudant ejus Larifjam et 
Jpinarum Pentathium+; becauie the 
figure very well agrees with thofe 
youths who jem: 2 themfelves in 
running, leaping, wreftling, boxing, 


* Aneur# Martii paftoris fimulacrum. 
Tom, r1, p. 228. 

+ Plin Lib. 34. cap, 8, 
Vou, Il. 
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and throwing the difcus; and who, 
from the number of thefe fports, were 
by the Greeks called Pentarh/i, and 
by the Romans Qyinguertiones, from 
the words Pentathlum and Quinguer- 
tium, which fignified thefe five differ- 
ent kinds of exercifes, as they are ex- 


prefled by the Greek poet: 
A’Aum grodwueiny Sioxoy axovra WaANY. 


We may therefore fuppofe this 
youth to have been one of thofe who 
exercifed themfelves in running ; and 
the artift, either from imagination or 
becaufe fuch an accident really hap- 
pened, to have reprefented him in this 
pofture, to render his victory more 
celebrated, as he obtained it while 
fuffering very fevere pain. Pliny’s 
expreflion, Pentathlon fpinarum, may 
be referred to this a€tion, efpecially 
as the figure is naked, which thofe 
ufed to be who performed in fuch ex- 
ercifes. If we allow this ftatue to be the 


See Nouveau Voyage D'Italie par Mifon. 
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fame as the Pentathlon of Telephanes, 
it was probably one of thofe which were 
~— by Vefpafian in the Temple of 

eace, as appears from what Pliny fays 
in the end of the fame chapter: 4t- 
que ex omnibus, que retuli, clarifima 
queque in urbe jam funt dicata a 
Vefpafiano principe in templo Pacis, 


aliifgue ejus operibus, violentia Nevonte 
in urbem conveéa et in fellariis domus 
aurce difpofita, 

This ftatue, which is in the Cam- 
pidoglio, at Rome, has always been 
admired by connoiffeurs, and is con- 
fidered as a moft excellent model for 
young artifts, 


On MENTAL PLEASURES, ann trot ADVANTAGES or 
RETIREMENT. 


BY MR. ZIMMERMAN.” 


E N of exalted minds have al- 

ways, amidit the buftle of the 
gay world, and even in the brilliant 
career of heroifm, retained a tafte for 
mental pleafures. When engaged in 
the moft important affairs, notwith- 
ftanding the many objects that em- 
ployed their attention, they were ftill 
faithful to the Mufes, and perufed 
with delight the works of the fublimeft 
geniufes. They were not of opinion 
that a great man has no occafion for 
reading or knowledge; nor were they 
afhamed even to become writers fome- 
times themfelves. When Philip, King 
of Macedonia, invited Dionyfius the 
younger to dine with him, at Corinth, 
he began to ridicule the father of that 
Prince, becaufe he had been both a 
Sovereign and a poet, and had com- 
pofed odes and tragedies. ‘* When,” 
faid Philip, ‘* could your father find 
*« Jeifure to write all thefe trifles ?”— 
«Jn thofe hours,” replied ionyfius, 
** whitch you and I {pend in drunken- 
** nefs and amufements.” 

Alexander was remarkably fond of 
reading. Whilft he was filling the 
world with the fame of his vifiories, 
marking his progrefs by blood and 


flaughter, marching over fmokin 
towns and jana provinces, and 
though hurried on by frefh ardor to 
new viétories, he found the time hang 
heavy upon him in Afia, becaufe he 
had no books. He therefore wrote 
to Harpalus to fend him the works of 
Philiftus, feveral of the tragedies of 
Euripides, Sophocles, and Efchylus, 
and the Diathrambics of Thaleftes. 
In Pompey’s army, Brutus, the 
avenger of the liberty of Rome, eg 
among books all thofe moments which 
he could fpare from the duties of his 
office. He not only read and wrote 
when the army was at reft, but even 
the night before the celebrated battle 
of Pharfalia, which was about to de- 
cide the empire of the univerfe. It 
happened then to be the middle of 
fummer, the weather was exceedingly 
hot, and the army was encamped in 
a marfhy plain, the fervants who 
carried his tent were long in rho a 
and as he was extremely tired, he 
bathed whilft he was waiting for them, 
and made his body be rubbed with 
oil, aboutnoon. After taking a lit- 
tle refrefhment, whilft the reft were 
loft in fleep, or forming conjeCtures 


* From Solitude. confidered as it influences the Mind and the Heart, by Mr. Zimmer- 


man, Aulic Counfellor and Phyfician to his Britannic Majefty, at 
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work is highly efteemed in Germany; and the author received for it a public mark of 
approbation from the prefent Emprefs of Ruflia. On the 26th of January, 1785, a 
courier, fent by the Ruffian Envoy at Hamburgh, brought Mr. Zimmerman a fmall 
box, from her Imperial Majefty, containing a ring richly fet with diamonds, and a 
gold medal, having on one ede a figure of the Emprefs, and on the other, the date of 
the happy reformation of the Ruffian empire; witha note, written by her own hand, 
in which were the following words: ‘* To Mr. Zimmerman, Counfgllor of State, 
** and Phyfician to his Britannic Majefty, to thank him for the excelent precepts which 
‘* he has given to mankind, in his book on Solitude,” 

concern 





a a ng 


oOo =—- (7 @ wet te 


— i es Bal 








@oncerning the event of the next day, 
Brutus was bufy in his tent, and em- 
ployed even till night in making an 
extract from Polybius. 

No one was better acquainted with 
mental pleafures than Cicero, who 
fays, in his oration for Archias, 
“‘ Why fhould I blufh on account of 
** thefe pleafures,.fince for fo many 
** years they have never prevented me 
** from relieving the wants of others, 
** or deprived me of the courage to 
** attack vice, and to defend virtue? 
** Who can, or dare reproach me 
** with confecrating to the Mufes and 
** to learning, that time which others 
** employ in trifling amufements, fhews 
** and entertainments; which they 
** wafte in gaming and gluttony, or 
* devote to idlenefs and pleafure ?” 

Full of the fame fpirit, Pliny the 
elder employed every moment of his 
life. While at his meals he made 
fome one read to him; and when he 
travelled he had always a book and 
conveniencies for writing along with 
him. Of every thing that he read he 
made extracts; by this application he 
wifhed to double his exiftence, and 
he thought that he did net live while 
he flept. 

Pliny the younger read wherever 
he could; when hunting, at table, 
in his walks, and whenever his affairs 
would permit him. He, indeed, laid 
it down as a rule, to prefer his duty 
to thofe occupations which were mere- 
ly amufements; and it was for this 
reafon that he was always fo much 
inclined to folitude and _ repofe. 
** Shall I never break,” faid he, *‘ thofe 
‘© chains which retain me? Are they 
** indiffoluble? No, I dare not hope 
“ for fuch an event. Every day adds 
“* new torments to the former. Scarce- 
*‘ ly is an affair finifhed, when a new 
* one ftarts up, and my oppreflive 
* chain becomes every moment longer 
‘© and heavier! ” 

Petrarch was always low fpirited 
when he did not read or write, or at 
leaft when he did not indulge in poetic 
dreams, near limpid rills, mountains, 
and rocks; or in valleys enamelled 
with flowers. ‘That he might not 
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lofe time when he travelled, he wrote 
in all the inns where he ftopped. One 
of ‘his friends, the Bifhop of Cavail- 
lon, fearing that the ardour with 
which he read and wrote, at Vau- 
clufe, would entirely deftroy his 
health, already greatly deranged, beg- 
ged hinr one day to give him the key 
of his library. Petrarch confented, 
not knowing what he was going to do 
with it; but the good bifhop locked 
up his books and his writing def, 
telling him, that he forbade him to 
read or write for ten days. Petrarch 
obeyed, though with the greateft re- 
luétance ; but the firft day appeared to 
him to be longer than a year; the fe- 
cond he had a head-ache from morning 
to night ; and the third he found him- 
felf early in the morning very fever- 
ifh. The good Bifhop, touched with 
his condition, reftored to him his 
key, and at the fame time his healt® 
and his fpirits. 

The late Earl of Chatham, as J 
have been informed by his own ne- 
phew, my intimate friend, was in his 
youth cornet in a regiment of. dra~ 
goons, which were quartered in 2 
mall town in England. While here 
he difcharged his duty with the ut- 
moft attention, but during the reft of 
his time he remained alone, neither 
paying nor receiving vifits; and em- 
ployed himfelf in reading the moft 
celebrated authors of antiquity, both 
Greek and Roman. In his manner of 
living he was exceedingly temperate, 
becaufe he wifhed to eradicate an he- 
reditary gout, by which he was at- 
tacked at a very early period of life. 
His feeble ftate of health made him, 
perhaps, fond of retirement; but it 
was certainly in folitude that he laid 
the foundations of that glory which 
he afterwards acquired. 

Perhaps I hall be told, that men 
fuch as thefe great charatters of anti- 
guity are no longer to be found. I 
am, however, of opinion, that there 
is not the leaft foundation for fpeak- 
ing or thinking in this manner. Was 
Chatham in greatnefs inferior to a Ro- 
man? Will his fon, who, when yeta 
youth, thundered forth in the fenate 
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like Demofthenes, and like Pericles 
rivetted the attention of thofe who 
heard him, and who now, when lit- 
tle more than thirty years of age, 
makes himfelf be feared and refpeé- 
ed as the Prime Minitter of England, 
ever think or a&t with lefs dignity 
than his father? What men have once 
been they may always be. Greece 
or Rome never had on their thrones, 
or at the head of their armies, a great 
man whofe equal may not be found at 
prefent in Europe. Wherever there 
is adefire for it, wifdom and virtue 
profit, at court as well as in private 
life; in the palace of kings, equally as 
in the cottage. Wife folitude is ne- 
ver fo refpettable as in a palace ; there 
in profound tranquillity may one 
weigh the moft important affairs, 
live calmly, happily and contented, 
when one does, without oftentation, 
whatever duty requires, and when 
one knows how to avoid the conta- 
ie of frivolous and weak minds, 

me may acquire inftruction every 
where, and at all times, and if one 
cannot return and begin a new ca- 
reer, one may at leaft employ pro- 
perly that time which remains, un- 
lefs the man who has it in his power 
to difplay the lamp of trath choofes 
rather to be fatisfied with the fee- 


- ble light of the glow worm. 


Solitude, at the laft, will render us 
fuperior to all the changes and mife- 
ries of life. He who cannot find hap- 
pinefs in riches, pleafures, and gran- 
deur, may with a book in his hand 
forget all his care under the friendly 
fhade of every tree. In folitude he 
enjoys a pleafure much more exqui- 
fite and varied, a pleafure always 
lively, and always renewed. In his 
clofet his mind acquires freth ftrength. 
Exercifing it gives him a much more 
agreeable feafaticin of his exiftence, 
and of what he may become fome day 
if he choofes. If his views are 
gteat, and his inclinations pure, his 
pleafures in folitude become ftill 
greater, and he learns more and more 
to dread the poifon offered to him 
by flatteress, and more and more to 
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defpife idle and frivolous amufes 
ments. ; 
He who fhuns mankind to gain 
their love and efteem, he who rifes 
with the fun to converfe with the 
dead, is doubtlefs not booted at the 
break of day. His horfes remain in 
the ftable, and his door is fhut againft 
the idler ; but he ftudies men and man- 
kind without ever lofing fight of 
the world. Whatever he has feen 
or learned, is reviewed. Every obfer- 
vation he has made in life, either 
confirms a truth, or refutes a preju- 
dice. Every thing is there unveiled, 
ftripped of its falfe fplendor, and ex- 
hibited in its natural ftate. Truth, 
in the ordinary commerce of the 
world, walks always under a veil, 
but here fhe fthews herfelf naked. 
4h!» How happy is that man who 
has attained toa fituation in which he is 
not under the neceffity f telling lies! 
Thefe pleafures of folitude are not 
incosapetiide with our duty to the 
public, for they themfelves are the 
nobleft exercifes in which we can em- 
ploy our facuities for the good of 
mankind. Where can it be account- 
ed culpable to honor and adore truth, 
and to be fond of fpeaking it? Would 
it be a crime to have the -boldnefs 
fometimes to declare publicly what 
an ordinary man cannot do without 
trembling, and to prefer a generous 
liberty to continual flavery? {s it not 
by the channel of writers that truth 
is diffufed among the people, and 
difplayed before the eyes of the great ? 
Do not good authors infpire man- 
kind with the courage to think, and 
is not liberty of thinking the caufe 
of the progrefs and improvement of 
reafon? It is precifely for this that 
men live in folitude : to throw afide 
their chains that they wore in the 
world ; and it is for this that he who 
thinks in folitude, fpeaks boldly what 
in fociety he would not hazard but 
with precaution. Timidity never 
makes its way into folitude. He 
who is not afraid of retiring under 
his peaceful fhades, is never accuftom- 
ed to ftoop to the pride and infc- 
lence 
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nefs tears from’ their defpotifm the 
mafk which covers it. “’ 

Solitude procures fublime pleafures 
which never fade, at leaft, if the foul 
does net inhabit a body entirely de- 
cayed. Thefe pleafures give ferenity in 
every fituation of \ite, afford confola- 
tion in all misfortunes, are never ex- 
haufted,and become at length as necef- 
fary to.our happinefs, as trifling to the 
debauched man of the world, who is 
continually running from door to door 
in queftof contemptible joys,which he 
never finds. Cicero, {peaking of thefe 
pleafures of the tnindjtays, « ‘They im- 
** prove our youth, delight us in our 
** old age, and encreafé our happinefs, 
*«In afvartiny they are our confola- 
“* tion and refource ; ‘they recreate us 
*¢ at home ; are no burden to us when 
*« abroad, they fhorten our nights, 
** and accompany us in our journeys, 
** and when we retire into the coun- 
s* try.” “The Belles Lettres,”’ fays Pli- 
ny the younger, ‘ are my delight and 
‘© comfort, I know nothing more 
** agreeable, and there is no misfor- 
“‘ tune which they cannot alleviate. 
* In the affi@ion which I feel for 
s* the fufferings of my wife, and the 
*© fickaefs, and fometimes death of 
«*« my fervants, I find no relief but 
“in my ftudies. ‘Though in my 
* clofet Iam fenfible of the magni- 
*‘ tude of my evils, they, however, 
** become more fupportable.”’ 

Solitude alone is the channel 
through which every thing flows 
that men conceal in the ordinary com- 
merce of life. ‘There one may com- 
fort the heart, if one can, and choofes 
to write. We indeed do not always 
write when we are alone; but we 
muft be alone if we wifh to write. 
He who is defirous of philofophifing, 
or compofing a poem, muft have his 
mind free. from embarraffment ; he 
muft not hear his children crying 
every moment at the door, nor muft 
his fervant appear twenty times im a 
morning before him to prefent him 
with as many cards, In fhort, he mutt 
be left alone. He mutt follow all the 


efforts of his imagination, and whe. 
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ther in the open air or in his clofet, 
whether ftretched on a fopha, or under 
the cool fhade of a Seotling tree, he 
maft be at liberty to change his fitua- 
tion, when and as often as he choofes, 
To write with advantage, he mutt feel 
in his foul an irrefittible defire, and be 
able to indulge his tafte and ardor, 
without impediment or conftraint. 
If all thefe advantages are not united, 
one will be continually interrupted, 
and reduced to the necefflity. of re- 
maining inactive, waiting for the im- 
pulfe of genius. Without this im- 
pulfe, an author can never write well, 
and unlefs he watches for thofe 
fortunate moments, when the head is 
difengaged and the imagination warm. 
He mutt be revived by chearful prof- 
pects, animated by the nobleft Satis 
ments, and by a contempt for eve- 
ry obftacle. His efforts will then be 
attended with fuccefs, and thoughts 
and fuitable expreffions will flow {pon- 
taneoufly from his pen. 

Petrarch felt this internal impulfe 
when he tore himfelf from Avignon, 
the moft vicious and corrupted city 
of his time, to which the Pope had 
transferred the papal chair. ‘Though 
honored with the proteStion of the 
Holy Father, of Princes, and of Car- 
dinals, ftill young and full of noble 
ardor, he exiled himfelf from that 
brilliant court, and retired to the fas 
mous folitude of Vauclufe, at the 
diftance of fix leagues, where he had 
only one fervant to attend him, and 
pofieffed only a {mall houfe and a lit- 
tle garden. It was there that he fi- 
nifhed all thofe works which he had 
before only fketched out. Petrarch 
wrote more at Vauclufe than at all 
the other places where he had refided; 
but he there continually polifhed his 
works, and was a long time before he 
could refolve to publifh them. Vir- 
gil calls the leifure which he enjoy- 
ed at Naples, ignoble and obfcure, 
but it was there that he wrote his 
Georgics, the moft perfeét of his pro- 
duétions, and that which fhews in 
almoft every line that he wrote for 
immortality. 

Every great angexeellent writer has 

: this 








this noble view, and cafts hiseye with 
enthufiafm towards pofterity. He who 
is inferior, requires a more mode- 
rate recompenfe, and fometimes ob- 
tains what he feeks for ; but they muft 
both feparate from the world, haunt. 
the cool fhades of the groves, and re- 
tire, as it were, within themfelves. 
Whatever, therefore, they do or ac- 
eomplith, is the effect of folitude ; 
the love of which muft engage their 
whole foul, if they are defirous of 
writing any thing to reach future 
ages, or that may be worthy the no- 
tice of contemporary fages. Eve- 
ry thing that can be done by profound 
thinking, is due to folitude ; one there 
reviews and arranges whatever in the 
world has made an impreffion upon 
him, and there he fharpens his wea- 
pons againft old prejudices and ftupid 
opinions. The faults of mankind 
ftrike the moral writer, and the de- 
fire of correéting them aCtuates his 
‘foul, as much as the defire of pleaf- 
ing aCtuates that of others. ‘The de- 
fire of immortality; however, is the 
laft which a writer ought to indulge. 
No one needs attempt it if he has not 
the genius of a Bacon, if he cannot 
write as well as Voltaireand Rouffeau, 
and if he is not able like them to 
produce matter pieces worthy of being 
handed down to potterity. Such as 
thefe alone, can fay, we find ourfelves 
animated by the fweet and confoling 
thought that we fhall be fpoken of 
when mouldering into duft, and by 
that approbation from the mouths of 
our contemporaries, which makes us 
divine what will be faid of us here- 
after by mankind, to whofe inftruc- 
tion and happinefs we have devoted 
our labors ; and whom we have loved 
and efteemed, though not yet in being. 
We feel within us thofe feeds of 
emulation, which incite us to refewe 
from death our better part, and which 
fecure from oblivion the happieft mo- 
ments of our exiftence. 

By the feeble light of the lamp, as 
well as on the throne, or in the field 
of battle, the defire of glory produ- 
ces actions the remembrance of which 
dies not with us, nor defcends with 
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us to the tomb. The meridian of’ 
life becomes then as brilliant as its 
morning. ‘* The praifes,” fays Plu- 
tarch, ‘* beftowed upon great and ex- 
** alted minds, only fpurs on and 
*‘ aroufes their emulation. Like a 
** rapid torrent, the glory already ac- 
“quired hurries them irrefiftibly 
** on to every thing what is grand and 
“noble. ‘they neverconfider them- 
“ felves as fufliciently rewarded. Their 
“« preceding actions are only a pledge 
‘of what inay be expected from 
** them, and they would bluth not to 
“live faithful to their glory, and 
** to render it ftill more illuftrious 
** by the moft fplendid deeds.” 

He who is difguited with blind 
adulaticn, or infipid compliments, 
will feel his heart warmed, when he 
hears with what enthufiafm Cicero 
fays, ‘* Why fhould we diffemble 
** what it isimpoflible for us to con- 
** ceal? Why fhould we not rather 
“‘ be proud of confefling candidly, 
“‘ that we all afpire at glory; that 
“« this inclination is ftrongeft in the 
** nobleft_ minds? The Philofophers 
“« themfelves, who write on the con- 
** tempt of glory, prefix their names 
“to their works, and by this prove, 
** that however they may inculcate 
** fuch maxims, they themfelves wifh 
“to be fpoken of and praifed. Vir- 
‘* tue requires no other recompenfe 
“ for all the labors which it under- 
** takes, and all the dangers to which 
** it expofes itfelf. What would re- 
** main to it in this fhort and mi- 
‘* ferable life, were it deprived of 
‘* this flattering reward? Had not 
‘the foul a foretafte of futurity, 
** did it not extend its thoughts be- 
** yond the narrow limits of this 
«© world, men would never undertake 
** fuch painful labors, fubje&t them- 
“«felves to fo many cares, or fo of- 
“ten expofe their lives to danger. 
“ But the moft virtuous men have 
“‘ within them a noble and irrefifti- 
** ble defire, which, night and day, 
“hurries them on to glory, and 
“ prompts them not to abandon en- 
** tirely to the prefent generation the 
“ memory of their name, but to tranf- 

** mit 














 mitit to the lateft pofterity. Would 
*« we who ferve the ftate, who every 
‘« day expofe ourfelves to dangers 
*¢ for it, pafs our whole lives with- 
*« out a fingle moment of eafe, and 
*« barely believe that life puts an end 
“to the fcene? When fo many great 
** men have taken care to leave to 
*« pofterity the reprefentation of their 
*< features in marble or brafs, ought 
‘we not rather to wifh to leave 
‘a true picture of our hearts and 
«« minds? As for me, in every thing 
« T have done, I believed that I was 
** fowing for pofterity, and diffufing 
** throughout the univerfe the eter- 
“‘nal remembrance cf my name. 
** Whether after death I fhall be 
«fenfible of my glory, is of little 
“* importance, but I at prefent enjoy 
** that flattering hope.” 

This is the true enthufiafm with 
which we ought to endeavor to in- 
fpire the children of the great. 
Were any one happy enough to kin- 
dle up that generous flame in their 
young hearts, and to accuftom them 
to continued application, how we 
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fhould then fee them fhun the perni- 
cious pleafures of youth, and enter 
with dignity the career of heroes! 
What actions might we not then hope 
from them, what glory and what 
knowledge ? To exalt the minds of 
the great, it is fufficient to infpire 
them with an averfion for every thing 
that is mean, and with a diftafte for 
every thing that unnerves the foul 
and the body; to remove from them 
thofe vile and contemptible flatter- 
ers, who talk of nothing but the 
pleafures of fenfe, and who feek to 
acquire intereft and fortune, only 
by leading them into crimes, by 
vilifying before them every thing 
that is great, and by rendering them 
fulpicious of every thing that is good, 
The defire of enlarging one’s glory 
by noble deeds, and of increafing 
one’s credit by internal dignity and 
greatnefs of foul, has advantages 
which neither birth nor rank can 
beftow, and which cannot be ac- 
quired even on the throne, without 
virtue, and without having one’s 
eyes continually fixed on poiterity. 


A Remarxasie Instance or tue FORCE or HABIT. 


HE celebrated John Erneft 
de Biron, Duke of Courland, 


was the fon of a goldfmith, and was 
deftined by his father for the pro- 
feffion of a notary. Having acquired 
all the knowledge neceflary for this 
employment, he began to be tired 
of living in a fmall country town, 
and refolved to take the firft oppor- 
tunity of quitting it. Baron de 
Goertz happening to ftop at that 
town on account of the unexpected 
death of his fecretary, Biron had an 
opportunity of offering his fervices 
to him, and the Baron being .taken 
with his perfon and accomplifhments, 
carried him along with him to Stock- 
holm, where the knowledge he had 
in different languages, and his rea- 
dinefs in reading and copyirg all 
kinds of charaéters, rendered him 
extremely ferviceable to his employ - 
er. As he had been accuftomed from 
his infancy to handle old charters, 





titles and deeds, moft of them on 
perce he had contraéted a ha- 

it of always keeping fome of them 
in his mouth while he was writing, 
and however difagreeable the tafte 
may be fuppofed, he infenfibly found 
great pleafure in it, as happens to 
thofe who accuftom themfelves to 
chew tobacco. This habit becom. 
ing a ftrong defire, he was never 
without fome bits of old vellum in 
his pocket, which he cut properly 
for chewing, and as his various oc- 
cupations placed him continually in 
the midft of abundance of public writ- 
ings, he eafily found enough to gra- 
tify this fingular paflion. 

One day, while employed in the 
office of Baron de Goertz, upon 
fome difpatches of importance, his 
appetite for parchment was awaken- 
ed, and having obferved a piece 
quite covered with {moke lying on 
the corner of a table, without far- 
ther 
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ther refieétion he put it between his 
teeth, that he might indulge him- 
felf in fucking its delicious juice ; 
but being intent upon his bufinefs, 
the pleafure he enjoyed made him 
forget what he had to fear. After 
three or four hours application, 
finding himfelf more at leifure, he 
perceived not only that he had the 
parchment ftill in his mouth, but 
that having chewed it fo long and 
without mercy, he had reduced it 
to fuch a flate that it was entirely 
defaced and disfigured. Having 
opened it with great eagernefs to 
fee what it contained, he was great- 
ly furprifed and alarmed to difcover 
by a few of the charaéters which had 
efcaped the ravage of his teeth, that 
it was a piece of the atmoft impor- 
tance ref{pecting Livonia, which was 
the fubject of a very warm difpute 
between the King of Sweden and 
the Czar Peter. As foon as he 
found his miftake, he gave himfelf 
ep for loft; his imagination could 
not devife any excufe, and he was 
plunged into the utmoft defpair, 
when his mafter entered the apart- 
ment. The Baron found him with 
the fatal parchment ftill in his hand, 
and thinking that he perceived in 
his countenance and looks extraor- 
dinary figns of embarraffment, cu- 
riofity prompted him to enquire into 
this myftery; but he was greatly 
aftonifhed, when in cafting his eyes 
upon the parchment, he difcovered 
by feveral marks that it was one of 
the moft important and neceffary 
pieces in his poffeflion. The firit 
emotions of his paflion not permit- 
ting him to make any énquiry, or 
to hear the excufes of his fecretary, 
he concluded that Biron had been 
bribed by the Mufcovite minifter to 
betray him, he therefore loaded him 
with reproaches, and inftantly or- 
‘dered him to be conduéted to jail. 
When Biron was at liberty to re- 
fie&t upon his misfortune, though 
he could find nothing that rendered 
him really guilty, the prefumption 
againft him being of fuch a nature 
that it could never be conftrued into 
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a proof, he conceived that his ruin 


was inevitable, and he thought lefe. 


of vindicating himfelf, than of pre- 
paring for his laft moment. Hewever, 
as a candid acknowledgment of his 
fault could not be in the leaft pre- 
judicial to him, he refolved to relate 
the whole affair fimply, though he 
had little hopes that his judges would 
believe him to be fincere. Four of 
the moft venerable fenators of Stock- 
holm, after reproaching him with 
his crime, exhorted him to make a 
full confeffion of the correfpondence 
he had kept up with the Mu(covites ; 
but all they could draw from him 
was an account which he gave with 
tears in his eyes, of the manner in 
which he acquired a habit of chew- 
ing old parchment. However weak 
this defence might appear, his fim- 
ple and unaffeéted air made a 
trong impreflion on one of the old 
fenators, whofe experience enabled 
him to diftinguifh the figns of in- 
nocence and integrity. Examining 
him with more minutenefs, he re 
marked, that while writing his de» 
pofition, and intent upon giving ane 
{wers to the queftions which were 
afked him, he ftretched out: his 
hand every now and then towards a 
writing defk which was upon the 
table, and drew from it feveral flips 
of old parchment with which it was 
lined, and by a kind of motion that 
appeared to be habitual, put them 
into his mouth. This circumftance 
made the fenator conclude, that 
there was more probability in his 
relation, and on that account he in- 
terrogated him refpeéting his birth, 
and the force of this habit, and de- 
fired him to mention fome inftancés 
of it, and to provethem. Happily 
for the prifoner, he had in his pockets 
a great number of fmall rolls of 
parchment, which he inftantly pro- 
duced. Their fhape and their {mell 
both agreeing with the idea which 
he had given of them, the fenator 
from being his judge became his de. 
fender, and his character being 
eftablifhed by other teftimonies re- 
fpeCting his condaf& and connec- 
tions, 


























ions, Baron de Goertz was among 
thé firft to folicit for his libetty and 
pardon. 

However, whether it was that he 
feared left his weaknefs fhould again 
expofe him to fome new embar- 
faffment, or that he was difgufted 
with the fingularity of this adven- 
ture, he difmiffed him from his 
fervice, after rewarding him libe- 
rally for what he had done. As there 
was little probability that a man re- 
jected by the miniftry in fo public 
a manner, would find any opportu- 
nity of eftablifhing himfelf in Swe- 
den, the unfortunate fecretary de- 
termined to quit it, and retiring to 
Courland, where his difgrace was 
not known, he engaged himfelf with 
the firft man of bufinefs that chofe 
toemploy him. Fortune, who ttill 
conduéted him by the hand, intro- 
duced him to the Receiver-general 
of Mitau, a man fond of pleafure, 
and who for fome time had been 
looking for an expeditious writer, 
who might eafe him of his burden, 
and take upon him the principal fa- 
tigue of his laborious occupation. 
Finding that Biron was every way 
fuited tor his purpofe, he received 
him as his fecretary, and in this 
mew employment he difplayed fo 
much fkill and affiduity, that he 
gained the efteem and affection of 
his mafter; but he ftill retained that 
fatal habit which had ruined him in 
Sweden. The Receiver having one 
day fettled his accompts, returned 
with a receipt figned by the Duke 
of Courland; and confidering it as 
a thing of the utmolt importance, 
— as his enemies had taken 
advantage of his turn for gaiety, to 
accufe him of difhonefly and diffipa- 
tion, he delivered it to his fecre- 
tary, enjoining him to lay it up, and 
to preferve it with great care, 

Though this paper had not thofe 
qualities which could excite his old 
appetite for parchment, neverticleds 
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as an interval of fome years had ef- 
faced the remembrance of his for- 
mer difgrace, through abfence of 
mind and the force of habit, he put 
it between his teeth, which in a 
little time entirely deftroyed the 
Duke’s name, in which all the value 
of the paper confifted. The fecre- 
tary was not long in difcovering his 
error, but it was too late to repair 
it. He conceived it to be of greater 
importance than it really was; and 
recolle@ting his adventure at Stock- 
holm, was fully convinced that he 
was about to be expofed to the fame 
danger. A little reflection, however, 
enabled him to profit by the paift. 
A fufpicion of treachery being what 
he had chiefly to dread, he retoly ed 
to anticipate, by an open confeflion, 
any enquiry that his mafter might 
make, and in the hopes of exciting 
compaflion, and of meeting with 
greater indulgence, he began by re- 
lating the unlucky event which had 
obliged him to leave Sweden. 

The Receiver readily compre- 
hending the caufe of his misfortune, 
and confidering it only as a fubjett 
of laughter, becaufe he was certain 
of eafily repairing the lois, took 
pleafure in prolonging a {eene which 
appeared to him highly ludicrous. 
At length, after comforting him by 
freth teftimonies of his confidence, 
he thought only of purfuing fuch 
meafures with the court as were ne- 
ceflary for his own fecurity, and ia 
the account which he gave the Duke 
of all the circumiflances of the af- 
fair, he did fo much juitice to the 
merit of his fecretary, thatthe Duke 
was infpired with a defire of fceing 
him. His figure, and the converfa- 
tion of a few moments, procured 
him the-eiteem of that Prince, and 
this dsily increafing, he at length 
fucceeded his matter, by the favor of 
Anne Iyanowna, his {poufe, whofe 
favor he had gained by his great 
ability and talents. * 


RULES 


* John Erneft de Biron, or rather Biren, was made Duke of Courland, iN 27375 
by the intereft of the Czarina Anne, niece of Peter the Great, and widow of Frederick 
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RULES ror PREDICTING CHANGES or rHoe WEATHER, s¥ 
tHE BAROMETER*. 


COMMUNICATED BY 


oo tifing of the mercury 
prefages, in general, fair 
weather, and its falling, foul weather, 
as rain, fnow, high winds and ftorms. 

2. Invery hot weather, efpecially 
if the wind is fouth, the falling of 
the mercury foretells thunder. 

3d. In winter the rifing prefages 
froft, and in frofty weather, if it falls 
three or four divifions, there w{ll 
follow a thaw; but if it rifes in a con- 
tinued froft, fnow may be expected, 

4th. When foul weather happens 
foon after the falling of the mercury, 
expect but little of it ; and the fame 
infer, if fair weather fucceeds fhort- 
ly after its rife. 

sth. When the mercury continues 
to rife for two or three days before the 
foul weather is over, expec a conti- 
nuance of fair weather to follow. 

6th. In fair weather, when the mer- 
tury falls much and low, and conti- 
nues fo for two or three days before 
the rain comes, then expect much 
wet, and probably high winds. 

7th. The mercury generally rifes 
very faft after great ftorms of wind, 
when before it was very low. Dr. 
Halley mentions that he once obferv- 
edit to rife an inch anda half in 
fix hours, after a long continued ftorm 
of fouth-weft wind. 

Sth. The unfettled motion of the 
mercury indicates uncertain or change- 
able weather. 

The words on the plate are not 
ftri€tly to be adhered to, though they 


William, the former Duke. 
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will in general agree, for the height 
of the mercury does not fo much ine 
dicate the weather as its motion up 
and down; to know therefore whe- 
ther the mercury is actually rifing or 
falling,. obferve, 

ift. If the furface of the mercury 
is convex, (ftanding high imthe mid- 
dle} it is then rifing, 

2d. If the furface is concave, (ftand- 
ing low in the middle) it is then fal- 
ling. 

3d. If the furface is plain, ora lit- 
tle convex, it may be confidered as 
ftationary. 

4th. A fmall fhake of the tube will 
fometimes bring the mercury to its 
approaching height. 

‘The foregoing rules are chiefly to 
be depended upon ; but the following 
are not unworthy of regard. 

ft. The greateft heights of the 
mercury are on eafterly and north- 
eafterly winds, and its loweft ftations 
on foutherly or wefterly winds, 

2d. A continuance of fair weather, 
the wind being in the north, and the 
mercury high or rifing, is never fuc- 
ceeded by rain till the wind changes 
foutherly. 

3d. A continuance of rain from 
the fouth, is farce ever fucceeded by 
fettled fair weather, before the wind 
changes either to the weft or fome 
point of the north. 

4th. If the mercury falls when 
the wind is full fouth, it {carcely ever 
fails to be a fign of rain. 


Being a great favorite with that Princefs, the appointed 


him at her death, Regent of Ruflia; but in 1741, he was difgraced, and condemned 
to lofe his head. This rigorous fentence was, however, mitigated, and he was banifhed 


{nto Siberia. 


In 1762, he was recalled by Peter III. and the year following was put 


in poffeffion of his Duchy, the inveftiture of which, his fon received from the King 
of Poland, in 1765. Biron died on the 28th of December, 1773, at the age of cighty- 


two. 





* Thefe Rules, together witha concife explanation of the nature and ufe of the Bae 


@ometer, Thermometer and Hygrometer, neatly done up as a book for the pockes, price 
fix pence, or on pafleboard, to hang by the inftrument, price one fhilling, may be had of 
dr. Foncs, No. 1354 Holbora, or of the Publifier of the Magazine. 
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sth. If it is going to be cold, frof- 
ty, or foggy, it rifes pretty high ; but 
if going to be windy or tempeftuous, 
it well then fink very low, and as foon 
as the firft ftorm is over rife again 
apace. 

The barometer never fails to fhew 
the true caufe of the alterations of 
the weather, and we are thereby prepa- 
red to expect them; but it may fome- 
times happen, that the column of 
mercury will not alter its altitude 
agrecably to the foregoing rules, for 
when the atmofphere is charged with 
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more aqueous matter than it can dif- 
folye (the atmofphere is known to 
be a diffolvent medium) the furplus will 
form clouds, and thefe produce fhow- 
ers of rain when the mercury itands ve- 
ry high; and for the contrary reafon, 
there may be fometimes no rain when 
the mercury is very Hw. Hence it fol- 
lows, that we are generally fatisfied by 
the barometer what weather we may 
at alltimes probably expect, though 
fometimes the contrary may hap- 
pen, and a general monitor (to any 
wife man) is better;than none at all. 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


FOREIGN. 


Vorace vans La Grece Asta- 
Tiqur,&c. A Tour through Afiatic 
Greece to the Peninfula of Cyzicum, 
Burfa, and Nicea, with Obfcrvations 
on the Natural Hiftory of thefe coun- 
tries. By the Abbé Seltini, member 
of the Academy of Florence. Tran- 
fated from the Italian. Paris, 1789. 
8vo. 


RAVELLERS may be divided 
into two diftinét claffes : thofe 
who vifit foreign countries merely 
for amufement, or to kill time, and 
thofe who travel for the purpofe of 
acquiring inftruction. Among the 
Jatter, whofe motives, we mutt ac- 
knowledge, are by far the nobleft, 
may be included the author of the 
prefent work, who, though his prin- 
cipal object was to become acquaint- 
ed with the natural productions of 
Bythinia, Mount Olympus, and the 
peninfula of Cyzicum, gives a cur- 
fory account of the antiquities he 
obferved in the courfe of his jour- 
ney, and of the manners and cuf- 
toms of the inhabitants. Botany 
above all is under particular obliga- 
tions to him. At the end of the 
work he has added a lift of the va- 
rious plants that he found, properly 
¢lafled and arranged: they amount 
almoft to five hundred and fifty. 
One thing to be remarked in this 
four is, the care which the Abbé 


has employed to charatterize the 
different people with whom he had 
any intercourfe. The reader will 
find the Turk every where ignorant 
and rapacious ; the Greeks ruttic in 
their manners, yet ftill poflefling 
that amiablenefs of character for 
which they were diftinguifhed. They 
groan under the galling yoke of de- 
{potifm, but they are cheerful and 
gay, and dancing and rural {ports 
are not yet entirely banifhed from 
among them. ‘The Armenians en- 
grofs all the commerce of the coun- 
try, and are thence rich and ava- 
ricious. As for the Jews, they are 
the fame as in other countries, dirty, 
and difguiling. The ftreets of Bur- 
fa are infected with the putrid ftench 
which exhales from their habita- 
tions. The picture, however, whic! 

the author exhibits of the Bulgar- 
ian women, is much more agree- 
able. ‘They are clownifh and rude 
in their manners, but they have all 
that opennefs and good nature which 
is fo often to be found, even among 
barbarians. 

In this work the Abbé has adopt- 
ed the epiftolary ftyle, as being the 
moft proper for communicating ob- 
fervations in proportion as they are 
made. Inthe firft letter, which is 
dated from Pera, May 10, 1779, he 
tells us that he expected to have been 
attended in his journey by Mr. 

Nn2 Gobbis, 
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Gobbis, phyfician to the Grand Sig- 
nior; but that fome private affairs 
prevented him from enjoying that 
pleafure. He was, however, in fome 
mealure, indemnified for this lofs by 
the Count de Ludolph, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary from his Sicilian Majefty 
to the Porte, who entruited him 
with the care of his two fons, Con- 
ftantine and Charles, and by the 
company of Mr. St. Prieit, brother to 
the French Ambaflador, and of Mr. 
Auzet, who intended to go as far 
as Burfa. 

Cyzicum, which was formerly an 
ifland,jis fituated between the gothand 
the arft degree of northern latitude, 
and may be about fixty miles in cir- 
cumference, which pretty nearly 
agrees with the number of ftadia 
afligned to it by Strabo.* It is 
about ten miles in length, and fif- 
teen in breadth, and abounds with 
mountains. 

This peninfula contains about 
twenty villages, fome inhabited by 
Turks, and others by Greeks; the 
latter are the moft numerous, They 
have an Archbifhop, who in dignity 
is next to the patriarch; and who 
for the moft part, refides at Conftan- 
tinople. The Greek churches are 
in number twelve, and the whole 
population of the peninfula amounts 
{carcely to ten thoufand, but it might 
maintain ten times that number, 
Artakki, its capital, is fituated clofe 
to the fea, and is only a heap of 
wretched houfes, or rather woocen 
huts, which admit the wind on all 
fides. The face of the country is 
agreeable, and vines are found 
here in plenty, which are not infe- 
rior to thofe of Italy. They are cul- 
tivated with great care, and the wines 
produced from them are all white, 
but of a harfh tafte. A great part of 
them is tranfported to the black fea, 
and efpecially to the Crimea. The 
quantity made annually, is about 
thirty thoujand barrels of Florence, 
The other procuctions of this coun- 
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try, are corn, but not in great abuns 
cance, olives,mulberry-trees, filk, and. 
various forts of fruits, fuch as apples, 
pears, plumbs, peaches, apricots, 
quinces, figs, jujubes, walnuts, &c. 
Mott of the mountains which the 
author obferved, confilted either of 
granite or white marble. ‘The mar- 
ble of Cyzicum has been always 
famous. Pliny fpeaks of the Mar- 
mor Cyzicenum, and Strabo extols-the 
beauty of the buildings of Cyzicum, 
not only on account of their being 
built of marble, but becaufe they 
were adorned with {culpture by the 
moft eminent artifts ? Cyzsceni frate- 
res, was a proverb ufed by the an- 
cients to exprefs fine works of that 
kind; and Cyzicena tinGiura Was ane 
ther, which referred to the effemi- 
nacy and luxury of the inhabitants. 
‘The marble of Cyzicum, which has 
greatly attraéted the attention of na- 
turalilts, is the marble of the an- 
cients. It is white, fine in the grain, 
and exceedingly hard. There are 
two kinds of it. In one the veins 
are blue, and run ina perpendicular 
dire&tion; in the other, the veins 
run horizontally. 

The Abbé feems to entertain no 
very favorable opinion of the Greek 
prielts. Defcribing a {pot, where he 
fat down under the fhade of a {pread- 
ing tree to repofe himfelf, after a 
little excurfion, he fays, 


A rivulet running rapidly along almo 
furrounded us, and winded acrofs the plaig 
towards aimall Greek church, which one 
would have taken for a ftable, while the 
prieft who performed fervice in it, had 
more the appearance of a keeper of goats, 
than of a minifter of the fan€tuary. He 
was the thirteenth prieft, 1 meant to fays 
the thirteenth Judas of the parifh. The 
church was dedicated to the twelve Apof- 
tles, and oppofite to the door, it had an 
altar of white marble, ornamented with 
feftoons, 

This dirty Greek prieft, to confole the 
beauties of Cyzicum, and to fill his purfe, 
had devifed a pleafant enough deception, 
which was to affix a para, or any other 
piece of money, to an image, and if the 
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ere adhered to it, he told them they 


wguld be foon married, but if it dropped 
to the ground, there were no more hopes, 
and the greater part of them abandoned 
themfelves to the deepeft melancholy. The 
cunning prieft, for carrying on this decep- 
tion, had a particular image prepared tor 
the purpofe by rubbing it over with glue; 
and by this invention he allays the fears 
of the young women of Cyzicum, who 
yun in crowds to confult him, while he 
takes advantage of their fimplicity and ig- 
norance to draw money from their purfes, 
and to fill his own. 


The author gives the following 
account of fome curious remains of 
antiquity near the fpot where the 
ancient Cyzieum ftood, and called 
by the Turks Be/efein. 


This vaft edifice, now entirely in ruins, 
is of a fquare form, and was built of 
white marble. Its architefture is of the 
Corinthian order, as appears by fome of 
its architraves and cornices, which are 
{cattered on the ground, In penetrating 
into its interior parts, you behold deep 
fubterranean paifages, the walls of which 
are conftruéted of large fquare ftones. In 
advancing farther, you pafs from one gal- 
lery into another, by very fmall doors, 
and find private ftairs in the walls, which 
conduét you from thefe vaults to the por- 
tico of the edifice. It feems difficult to 
fay, or rather to guefs for what purpofe 
this building was intended. 

If we conjecture from the prefent deno- 
mination of Befeflein, it will be eafy to 
perceive that the Turks, when they took 
polieifion of thefe places, fubftituted the 
above for the ancient name of Merceria, or 
for that of any other public building 
which the inhabitants of Cyzicum might 
have ere€ted for the fervice of the city. 
Strabo fays, that they had feveral magni- 
ficent arfenals, one of which was for arms, 
another for all forts of inftruments, and 
athird for corn, Theconftruétion, how- 
ever, of this edifice, induces me to rejeé& 
this opinion, for the fubterranean galle- 
ries are only four fathoms in length, and 
I do not fee that they were proper for 
holding grain, which the ancients had fe- 
veral other methods of preferving, * and 
Rill lefs for containing wood neceffary for 
the conftru€tion of veilels. It is true, 
that jars and other veffels for containing 
wine and oil, might have been depofited 
there, but why fhould there have been 
fuch a fuperb portico before an edifice 
deftined for that ufe? 
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It is more probable that thefe vaft rains 
are thofe of the Heptaphonon mentioned by 
Pliny, * and that thefe interior flairs 
were the places where thole {poke whofe 
words were repeated in a wonderful man- 
ner feven times. Pliny’s account is as 
follows: ‘Inthe fame cit}, {peaking of 
‘* Cyzicum, nigh the Thracian gate, there 
‘* were feven towers, which repeated 
‘© words feveral times; the Greeks give 
*‘ to this phenomenon the appellation of 
** echo, This indeed is occafioned by the 
*« nature of the place, as often happens 
‘* where there are many valleys. The 
“* fame thing is obferved at Olympia, in 
** the portico, which the inhabitants call 
** Heptaphonon, one word being ti» .c 
** repeated feven times.’? Having given 
my Opinion upon this ancient edifice, 
1 fhall leave it to others to examine by 
what means the above phenomenon was 
occafioned, 


The walls of ancient Cyzicum 
are ftill ftanding entire, in fome 
places here and there. They are ex- 
ceedingly high, formed of large oblong 
blocks of marble and granite, found 
in the ifland, and it is eafy to judge 
by their remains, that they enclofed 
a very large city. Cyzicum occu- 
pied an extenfive plain, not far from 
the gulph, and extended as far asa 
fma}l hill named Ur, which was a 
branch of mount Dyndime. Upon 
the top of this mount the Argo- 
nauts erected a temple in honor of 
the goddefs Cybele, called on this 
account Dyndimene. Strabo fays, 
that Cyzicum could vye with the 
firft cities in Afia, either in extent 
or beauty; that it was governed by 
the fame laws as thofe of the Rhoe 
dians, the Maffilians, and the Car- 
thaginians, and that its inhabitants 
were powerful in peace as well as 
in war. 

An the fixteenth letter the Abbé 
gives an account of the diverfions of 
the people in the neighbourhood of 
the city of Burfa, 


As the time, fays he, was exceedingly 
pleafant, we were happy to have an op- 
portunity of taking a ride into the country, 
and we went as far asa place called Ctnar- 
burmé, the point of the plane tree. This 


* Frumentum ne corrumpatur chalcidica immixta prefat, 
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place is not very far from the ancient walls 
of the city of Burfa, which are double. 
A canal mav be here feen, which was 
conftrué&ted under the Greck Emperors, 
and from which water is conveyed into 
the town. 

When we arrived at this place we faw 
feveral kiofti, pleafure houfes, ereéted in 
the middle of afquare : they are quadran- 

ular edifices, of wood, ftanding by them- 
Feivte, and at fome diftance one from an- 
other, to whicha company of friends, or 
different families who are related, ‘repair 
to enjoy the pleafure of converfing toge- 
ther, reclining upon fophas, carpets, or 

lain mats, {moking their pipes and drink- 
ing coffee. 

A {mall ftream, formed by the pure and 
Jimpid water of a fountain, flowed gently 
along in the middie, and round it were 
feated feveral Turks, quite motionle(s, 
who were looking at one another, fmok- 
ing their pipes after the Perfian manner, 
and now and then letting drop a word or 
two, The greatefl pleafure of thefe peo- 
ple is to hear profeiled ftory-tellers, for 
whom there are wooden benches, raifed 
like a pulpit. Seated on thefe they begin 
hdr {peeches in fo emphatical a manner, 
and accompany them with fuch fingular 
and grote{que geftures, as are really afto- 
mifhing. A man thoroughly acquainted 
with their language might have felt all the 
graces with which thefe romancers aecom- 
pany their words, but to us they were 
entirely loft. Ifthey produce any thing 
humorous, the auditors fcarcely difcom- 
pofe their countenances with a {mile, but 
they never interrupt the ator, who, 
whilft he is haranguing, fmokes his pipe, 
and drinks his cofiee; fo grave and taci- 
turn are thefe people. Thefe wits, or 
ftory-tellers, are called /afa/an. 

There are alfo men amongft them who 
teach bears to dance, and carry them 
about to thefe affemblies. There are others 

swho inftru€& apes to perform various 
tricks; and there are fome who forma 
concert of Turkifh mufic, accompanying 
their voice with the found of a harp or 
Moceolet, and the noife of feveral drums. 

Thefe people are accuftomed alfo to 
partake of amufements among one another. 
For this purpofe they go into the country, 
to public places, whieh they call if, 
where may be feena group of trees, form- 
gg avait fade, a ftream that rolls its cur- 
rent along with a gentle murmuring, and 
upon its banks. a cavegi, which fupplies 
them with a pipe, and with coffee. 

There, may be feen a large company of 
Turks on one fide, fmoking, finging, and 
taking coffee; and on the other a troop of 
Armenians, fome of whom drink without 
meafure, while others amufe themfelves 
in roafting a large fheep; in fhort, acuri- 
@us medley of people, who on thefe joy~ 
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ful days eat and drink as much #% the 
can, remaining feated on the fame fpot 
from morning till night, and fleeping 
where they fit, when overcome by the 
fumes of wine. 

The women, who arc kept in fuch an 
abje& ftate of flavery among thefe people, 
are feldom to be found at thefe feftivals 5 
but when that is the cafe, families only 
which are related aflemble, and they are 
not fond of admitting flrangers among 
them. 

The Turks have alfo wreftlers, named 
pehlevan, who come to make a trial of 
their ftrength, and to divert the company. 
Generally a black wreftles with a white, 
both of whom being naked, and having 
only leather drawers, after rubbing their 
bodies with a fhining kind of oil, attack, 
clafp, and fhake one another, while all 
the {port confiftsin throwing one another 
on the ground. They have alfo mounte- 
banks, comedians, and people who carry 
about puppets. 

On our return to the town, Mefirs. 
Auzet wifhed to entertain us with a res 
prefentation of this kind. When we ree 
pairedto their houfe we found a dervife, 
who thrummed ona pfaltery, while two 
others played, one upon the rehab, and 
the other upon a kind of flageolet. Thefe 
muficians compofed the whole orcheftra, 
and accompanied their inftruments with 
the found of their voices. During this 
time the’ mafter of the puppets was pre 
paring a theatre, which on the drawing of 
a curtain appeared in the corner of the 
hall. In the middle of the theatre, there 
was a fquare piece of cloth, through which 
one could diltinétly perceive the patte- 
board actors, moved by imperceptible 
threads. 

The comedy was divided into three aés, 
It was called the Caraghios, or Black Eye; a 
word often in the mouths of both fexes, 
though the fignification of it is not very 
decent. The Caraghios was a Cinghena, 
that isto fay a Bohemian, or an Egyptian, 
who played his part dreffed after the Eu- 
ropean manner, with a hat upon his head, 
and having for an aétrefs a woman of the 
Seraglio of the Grand Sophy of Perfia, 
who complained of his delay, and called 
out to him to make hatte, telling him that 
fhe would not wait longer for him. The 
ator replied, with a figh, thi para daha, 
‘* ceafe your complaints, I will give you 
‘two para more;”’? and thus ended the 
comedy. 


Mount Olympus, which the Turks 
call Kecife-daghi, or the Mountain of 
the Cenobites, becaufe it was former- 
ly inhabited by Greek monks, as 
Mount Athos is at prefent, prefents 
a curious field for the botanift, _ 
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fhis account the indefatigable author 
was induced to pay a vifit to its top. 
The Abbé tells us, that he is the firit 
perfon who ever had the boldnefs to 
attempt that arduous journey. 


Our caravan, fays he, compofed of fif- 
teen horfes, fet out at four inthe morning, 
having with us, befides a Janiffary and 
our guide, Mr, de Simon and our hots, 
After advancing about a mile towards the 
eaft, we reached thofe ridges which look 
to the weft, and we foon arrived at that 
part of the mountain which confifts of 
high hteep hills, feparated by deep valleys, 
through which torrents, {welled by the 
melting of the fnow that remains there 
during the whole year, roll with an impe- 
tuous courfe. This firft ridge of moun- 
tains, the whole extent of which is forty 
miles in circumference, ftretch themfelves 
out irregularly, and are furrounded by 
other mountains, that form the chain called 
Mount Olympus, and ferve it as a crown. 
They are all covered with woods of the 
cheftuut tree, the ufeful fruit of which are 
tranfported to Conftantinople. The 
beeches, oaks, firs, elms, cornel, and 
pepper trees, are all low and ftunted in 
thefle regions, very different in this refpe& 
from the cheftnut and walnut trees, which 
are tall and robutft. 

After afcending for two hours, we ar- 
vived at a {mall plain, from which we 
could diftinély fee the gulphs of Nicome- 
dlia and Mudagna, theifle of Princes, the 
whole plain of Burfa, and, had it not 
been for the thick fog bclow us, we fhould 
have had aview of Conftantinople. Pur- 
fuing our route for an hour and ahalf, al- 
ways in the fame region, which I fhall 
call the Ac//y, we came to an extenfive 
plain, covered with low and languithing 
firs, the largeft of which appeared to be 
decayed and rotten. This fecond region 
may be called that of the plain. We tra- 
verfed it for half an hour, and halted to 
refrefh eur horfes, which were little ac- 
cuftomed to fuch difficult roads; befides, 
it would have been almoft impoffible for 
us to reach the fummit of the mountain on 
horfeback. There were only three of the 
company who had that curiofity, the reft, 
expecting little pleafure from fuch an ex- 
curfion, chofe rather to guard our provi- 
fions from the birds of prey, to drink our 
healths, and to facrifice to the god of re- 
pofe, 

Secing, therefore, that the great Olym- 
pus was not terrified at our approach, 
Count Conftantine, Mr. Auzet, and my- 
feif, fet out, and having loft fight of the 
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fecond region, we entered the third, 
which aboands with fmall juniper buthes, 
having red berries, and which are conti- 
nued to the very top. The fummit is a 
fmall plain, which at prefent ferves as a 
burying place for the thepherds, who ina 
following their flocks in thefe exalted res 
gions, fometimes tumble over a preci« 
pice, which is fituated towards the north. 
This precipice is an immenie and very 
deep hollow, in the form of a half moon, 
above which we obferved feveral fhep- 
herds who were removing their flocks 
from it, 

It will be needlefs for me to finform 
you, that when you arrive at the fummit 
you enjoy the moft beautiful profpe& im 
the world. Raifed above the highe& 
mountains, you behold below you Ni- 
comedia, Phrygia, and Pergamus. We 
furveyed with great pleafure the diftang 
plains and Jakes, which we had met with 
in the courfe of our journey, After we 
quitted our companions, we walked for 
two hours over agreeable mounts, at 
the bottom of which flowed gentle rills, 
murmuring along with their placid 
ftreams. 

Having remained a few moments on 
the fummit, I perceived fcarcely any 
wind; and though the heavens were ra 
ther obfcure, I found very little differs 
ence in the air, The obfervations I made 
with Reaumur’s thermometer were a9 
follows. At fouro’clockinthe morning 
it ftood at 15”; at ten, in the region of 
the plain, it fell 42; and on the fums 
mit, it fell one degree and a half more; 
being then at nine anda half. The fnow 
never melts in this third region, efpeci- 
ally on the northern fide. We traverfed 
long fheets of it where it never rofe above 
our feet; but in the hollows it was exceed 
ingly deep. On the fouth fide it was 
almoft entirely melted, fo that fearcely 
the {malleft veftige of it remained. We 
obferved none upon the fummit, but at 
the diftance of half a furlong, we were 
obliged to crofs a large band of it entire- 
ly frozen over. 

The plants here are all very finall ; 
fome even grow upon the fummit where 
[ faw the nardus frida, which was jut 
beginning to flower. I found alfo the 
true faffron flower. It is to be met with 
in great abundance. Streams, as I have 
already faid, pour down here on all fides, 
and form torrents, which fall in caf- 
cades, and dividing afterwards into feveral 
branches, flow towards Burfa, and lofe 
themfelves in its immenfe plains. Excel- 
lent trout are caught in thefe ftreams, 
called in Turkith ala-dalik,* which are 


* Pocock calls them allah-balik, Gib of Gog; but be is wronz, for the other 
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fent to the Grand Signior. People never 
fith for them unul the fnow begins to 
melt. The Turks come and fetch fnow 
from this mountain with horfes. It 
ferves to cool their fherbet; but inftead 
of putting it as we do into the water in 
which they plunge their bottles, they 
mix it with the liquor itfelf. Some of 
this fnow is continually fent in fummer 
to the feraglio, where it is fold both 
publickly and privately. 

The perpendicular elevation of Mount 
Olympus, above the level of the fea, is 
an Italian mile and a half.’ One may 
afcend to its top very eafily with a good 
horfe in the fpace of five hours, and 
reckoning three milcs an hour, the dif- 
tance of the top from the city of Burfa 
may be about eighteen miles. Part of 
Mount Olympus belongs to the Mir’, 
that is to fay, tothe Grand Signior; the 
other part was given to the Multavali by 
the Sultans. The Multavali are the pro- 
curators of the mofques, and this part of 
the mountain iscalledVacu/, the pofleffions 
of the table. In thefe mountains there 
are feveral villages inhabited by Turks, 
Greeks, and Armenians, The charcoal 
which they make is deftined for the cons 
fumption of the city of Burfa; they fur- 
nifh alfo the greater part of the wood 
ufed for building, and many fruit trees 
grow naturally here, which produce ex- 
cellent fruits, and in great abundance. 
Their paftures above all are immenfe, 
and many of the inhabitants of Turco- 
mania drive their flocks thither in fum- 
mer. The herbs are for the moit part 
medicinal, and abound with falts. The 
milk . roduced by the cattle which feed on 
them, is not very agreeable to the taile. 
The fhepherds ereét huts here to hhelter 
themfelves from the inclemencies of the 
weather. They are perfuaded that a 
plant grows upon the mountain with 
which one may make gold. There are 
even many people foolifh enough to 
fearch for it, but hitherto all their at- 
tempts have been fruitlefs. They are, 
however, not difcouraged. This ob- 
Rtinacy may no doubt appear afoniih- 
ing, but = know that to this country 
the philofopher’s ftone owes its origin. 

On our return from Mount Olympus, 
the inhabitants of Burfa, and above all 
the Armenians, could not be perfuaded 
that we had afcended to the fummit; 
they faid, that the cold and the fnow 
muft have been infurmountable obftacies. 
One of thefe reafons may plead fome 
excufe for their lazinefs, and for their 
opinion; but the other exifts only in 
three feafons of the year. Entertaining 
fuch an opinion, they have never had 
the curiofity to afcend farther than a 
mile above the city, which they confider 





as equal to the heavens; for there is @ 
Turkifh proverb, which fays, ol budeé 
gennet afa jehni felck fai Burufa, Burfa 
tifes to the heavens, 

This is al) I have to fay refpeling my 
journey to Olympus. No one before’ 
me ever dared to vifit its fummit, and 
I can fay that I am the fir who ever 
gave an account of it. 


In the twentieth letter, dated from 
Burfa, we have fome particulars ref- 
pecting the cuftoms of the Armenians. 


About eleven, fays the Abbé, we went 
to vifit an Armenian merchant, named 
Far-oghi, or the fon of the friend, who 
came for us himfelf, as it is cuftomary 
that the heads of families fhould condu& 
to their houfes thofe whom they invite 
todinner. The Armenian merchants in 
this city are in number about two hun- 
dred ; our friend was a manufaéturer of 
muflin, and exceedingly rich. Thefe 
people would live happy, and in peace, 
did not the intrigues of the miffionary 
Franks, who are perfuaded that th 
hoard up their money, occafion uh 
trouble in their families Our Armenian 
lives in a neat and agrecable houfc, though 
built in the tafte of thefe people; the 
Armenians in general difplay very little 
luxury in their furniture, it confills only 
of fophas, upon which they cat, drink, 
fleep, and lounge, and which, in fhory 
they employ for every domettic ufe. 
The fimplicity of their furniture, as well 
as of their drefs, and their temperance 
in eating, are the principal fources of 
their opulence; but however wealihy 
they may be, their avarice is fo great, 
that they will quarrel with one another 
for the value of a farthing. 

The dinner was plentiful, and in the 
European tafte; but the deflert was ferv- 
ed up after the manner of the country. 
A large pewter difh, containing a great 
number of {mall plates of confeétions, 
preferves, and honey, which had been 
kept, I imagine, fince the marriage of 
our hoft’s grandfather, was brought upor 
the table with much pomp; but we did 
not touch them, in order that he might 
referve them for his children’s children. 
I, however, tafted a kind of dried rai- 
fins, very excellent, the ftone of which 
is long and flender. Their Turkifh name 
is Parmak-uzam, raifins of the finger, 
becaufe they are of the length of ones 
finger. They are a peculiar {pecies. 

It was very fingular that in fo numerous 
a family, there were only three perfons 
who fat down to table with us; and 
even of thefe three one was a friend to 
the matter of the houfe, We faw neither 
fervants, 




















fervants, children, nor women. It is 
cuftomary among thefe people for a fon 
never to eat with his father, nor a young- 
er brother with an elder, if he be mar- 
ried, Thefe Armenians were very much 
embarraffled when they attempted to ufe 
& knife and fork. They were above all 
exceedingly uneafy when they fat as we 
did ; but as they thought it their duty 
from politenefs to imitate us, they held 
the fork with one hand, and made ufe 
of the other to eat. 

This embarrafsment and uneafinefs pre- 
vented them from enjoying their dinner ; 
but it was not long Rehoes they had ‘an 
Opportunity of making up their, lofs, 
for as foon as fome platefuls of raw 
herbs and fallad were introduced, they 
immediately fell upon them as if they 
had fed upon nothing elfe, and throwing 
afide their forks, put them into their 
mouths with their fingers. They difplay- 
ed lefs rufticity in their drinking than in 
their eating. The compliments which 
they pay, and the healths which they 
drink at each glafs, and which one mult 
return, not to affront them, fhew at leaft 
their politenefs and attention to their 
guefts. In thefe ceremonies their chief 
pleafure feems to confift. 

We drank nothing but a kind of white 
wine, which they make themtelves, 
When new, they are not allowed to 
tranfport it into the city. The Arme- 
nians, like the Jews and the Greeks, are 
obliged, in order to have wine, to make 
it themfelves, and to purchafe a certain 

uantity of grapes. The Turks are fo 
arn fl on this head, that they have 
never yet allowed the ufe of taverns, 
from which they might derive very great 
emoluments; but they are not quite fo 
nice when they wifh to make merry 
themfelves. We have often feen them 
come to the kan for that purpofe, and 
what was {till worfe, thofe who fought 
this enjoyment, were for the moft part 
@nans. 

After dinner, we were afked to walk 
into the garden, where we drank coffee ; 
and towards the evening we were treated 
with fome cherries. In returning, J 
faw in the houfe of a botanift, the flowers 
of the nymphaa lutea The Turks make 
a kind of water from them, which they 
call nufar-fu. I faw alfo the nymphoa 
alba; both of thefe plants are found on 
the mountains. 


Discours sur Lets PRoGRES DELA 
LitTeRaATURE DANS Le Norp 
pelAucemacne, &c. A Difcourfe 
on the Progre/s of Literature in the 
northern Parts of Germany, read be- 
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fore the Acadcmy of Sciences at Bers 
lin, on the 26th of September, 1788. 
By the Abbe Denina. Berlin 8vo. 


HE author of this work, who 

has in fome meafure become a 
German, tells us, that the houfes of 
Saxony and Brunfwick have {pared 
no pains to meliorate the condition 
of their fubjeéts, and that the pro- 
vinces which at prefent compofe the 
Preffian monarchy, are not only in- 
debted for all the advantages which 
they now enjoy to the fovereigns by 
whom they have been governed in 
the prefent century, but that they 
have been almoft entirely formed and 
civilized by the houfe of Hohenzol- 
lern, and that the progrefs of litera- 
ture in the north of Europe is, in a 
great meafure, the effeét of the in- 
uence of that auguft family. 


Knowledge and the letters, fays he, 
have been diffufed through Europe, pro- 
ceeding from the fouth to the north, and 
from the eaft to the weft. In Germany, 
however, they have not entirely followe* 
ed the fame route, They have fpread 
widely from the fouthern provinces to- 
wards thofe of the noith; but while 
Greece, Italy, Spain, and France received 
theirs from the eaft, Greece from Afia 
Minor, Italy from Greece, Spain and 
France from Italy, Germany began to 
be civilized towards the weft, The 
circles of the Rhine, Suabia, Bavaria and 
Franconia, have been made acquainted 
with letters before Saxony, and the weft- 
ern part of Saxony before the other. By 
an example fingular in the hiftory of 
emigrations, revolutions, and conquetts, 
the family of Hohenzollern pafled from 
the fouth to the north, and voluntarily 
tranfported itfelf from a country fertile, 
epulent, and polifhed, to another which 
in thefe re{peéts was much inferior, 

The excellent education which John, 
furnamed Cicero, gave to his two fons, 
Joachim I, and Albert, was the immedi- 
ate origin of the univerfity of Franck- 
fort, an epoch memorable in the literary 
hiftory of the north, At the fame time 
he was ele&ted Archbifhop of Magde- 
burgh, Adminiftrator of Halberiftadr, 
Eleétor of Mayence, and Cardinal. The 
reputation which he acquired gave him 
a decided weight in the affairs of Ger- 
many, and it is well known that Charles 
V. was indebted to him for his elevation to 
the imperial throne.* Being a Prince 


* $ce Sleidan, George Sabinus, D'Aubcty, and Struvigs. 
Oo 


° and 
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and Bifhep, the fovereign of three 
ftates in the beft circles of Germany, 
and a man of great confideration in Italy, 
where he was looked upon as the wor- 
thicft of al] thofe whom Leo X. had 
united to the facred college, Albert of 
Brandenburgh had it very much in his 
power to affiil the progrefs of {cience and 
of the arts. The towns of Magdeburgh and 
Halberftadt were already in a flourifhing 
condition. The fertile foil of the for- 
mer, and the commerce of the Jatter, had 
for along time drawn thither merchants 
and monks, two very different claffes of 
people, who equally contributed to the 
advancement of fociety. Aineas Sylvius, 
the firft who made modern Germany 
known to the Italians, and Italy to the 
Germans, {poke of Halberftadt as of a 
very polifhed city, almoft at the fame 
time that the celebrated Cardinal de Cufa 
refidered the like juftice to Magdeburgh. 

Mayence, however, the molt ancient, 
or at leaft among the moft ancient cities 
of Germany, muft have been much fape- 
rior. A.country which had feen the 
weitern empire revive, which was the 
centre of the commerce carried on he- 
tween Germany and France, the refidence 
of a chapter which affembled under the 
fame roof the firft and the moft enlight- 
ened nobility in Europe, and a clergy 
who had fo much conneétion with Italy; 
in fhort, a country which had juft in- 
vented the wonderful art of multiply- 
ing the copies of books, a proof that 
ftudy was there much encouraged, mutt 
have prefented abundance of literary 
riches to its Prince, who by that was able 
to communicate, if I may ufe the ex- 
preflion, the {pirit of Saxony to Weft- 
phalia, and the erudition of Weftphalia 
to Saxony. 

It has not been properly afcertained 
in which of the two cities, Mayence or 
Magdeburgh, that Prince had colleéted 
a large quantity of curious books, as we 
are affured by the moft authentic monu- 
ments. that Pope Leo X. fent to him for 
2 complete copy of Livy, which was to 
be found, as he had been told, in his li- 
brary. We are ignorant alfo of the an- 
fwer given by Albert to his Holinefs ; 
but a itrong proof of the advantages 
which this Prince had procured to the 
country he governed is, that the grandett 
literary produétion of the age of Charles 
V. I mean the Centuries which ftill go 
by the name of the Magdeburgian, came 
from the city of Magdeburgh. They 
zpneared almoft at the fame time that 
John Carion prefented to Joachim 1, 
and to the Ele&oral Prince, his chro- 
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nicle, which had an aftonifhing fuccef, 
even among nations much farther ad- 
vanced in literature than Germany, 


The Abbé Denina perceives fcarce- 
ly any traces of literature in Pruffia, 
anterior to Albert of Brandenburgh, 
Grand Mafter of the Teutonic Or- 
der. The univerfity of ‘* Konigs- 
“berg,” he. fays, *‘ owes its foun- 
** dation to that Grand Mafter, firft 
«© Duke of Pruffia, who, to direct it, 
«* fent for the celebrated George Sa- 
‘* binus, a Brandenburger.” 

Frederick William, who fo well 
merited the furname of the Great 
Elector, had paffed the principal part 
of his youth in Holland, where he 
had ftudied, and from which he had 
chofen his fpoufe.* 


On entering into his ftates, fays the 
author, he drew thither artifts and men 
of letters from the country in which he 
had been in a manner educated. The 
battles which he gained from the Swedes, 
befides that they avenged the honor of 
Germany, which preceding defeats had 
tarnifhed, foon transferred into Branden- 
burgh the arts and the feiences which the 
celebrated Chriftina had proteéted at 
Stockholm. 

All Europe has confidered Frederick 
William as the moft zealous proteétor 
of letters and the arts at the time in 
which he lived. This great Prince had 
fome defign of ere&ting a Latin city at 
Brandenburgh ; but by the afylum which 
he opened to the Proteftants driven from 
France, he accomplifhed the fame end, 
which was to introduce a language of 
communication between the learned of 
all nations. 

Frederick I. King of Pruffia, lefs war- 
like, but perhaps more politic than his 
father, was no lefs friendly than he to- 
wards every thing that could contribute 
to the progrefs of Ietters, and of the arts, 
The univerfity of Halle, the firft inftitu- 
tion of the academy of fcicnces, and of 
the academy of painting, the arfenal, his 
own, and his father’s {tatue, are all per 
manent proofs of it. 


The reign of Frederick William I. 
was, according to the ‘Abbé Denina, 
leis prejudicial to the fciences than is 
commonly believed. 


* Louifa Henrietta, daughterof the Stadholder Henry Frederick, whofe grandfon 


William UII. the Grand Eleétor afterwards fupporicd. 
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In retarding a little, adds he, the pro- 
grefs of a deftrudtive philofophy, and 
that frivolous {pirit which began to {pread 
in his time, he gave the national litera- 
ture an opportunity of forming itfelf from 
better models than the books then pub- 
lithed ; for it was at the epoch of the Re- 
gency of the Duke of Orleans, that Fre- 
derick William fhewed fo much averfion 
to French modes, and to the French 
Mufes. It was at that period that the 
moftt fenfible part of the French complain- 
ed of the futility which prevailed then in 
jiterature, and of the corruption of tafte 
that was daily gaining ground. Befidcs, 
did this Prince, whom a celebrated au- 
thor has fo unjuftly decried, prevent a 
Bwuufobre, a Lenfant, and a Pelloutier, 
to compofe works which ftill do honor 
to that city and academy? Did not Kufter 
and Gundling begin to unveil the anci- 
ent hiftory of the country ? and did not 
Achard and Sack at Berlin and Magde- 
burgh, and Quandt at Konighberg, reform 
theProteftant churches, and introduce true 
eloquence into the pulpit? And laftly, was 
it not under this fovereign that the uni- 
verfities of Halle and of Franckfort had a 
Behmer, a Heinecius, a Thomafius, a 
Ludwig, a Hoffman, and a Stahl ? 

Frederick I1. at length came forth from 
his Lyceum at Reinfberg, to mount the 
throne of his anceftors. It would be ufe- 
lefs to repeat at prefent, the praifes with 
which thefe halls have fo often refounded, 


BRITISH PU 


Memorrs oF THE Reicn OF Bos- 
sa Anaper, Kine or Dano- 
MY, an inland country of Guiney. 
To which are added, the Author's 
journey to Abomey, the capital; and 
a foort account of the African flave 
trade. By Robert Norris, with a 
map. Lowndes, 1789. 8vo. 


HE Dahomans are a warlike 

people of Africa, living to the 
ealtward of the Gold coaft, hetween 
the rivers Volta and Benin, who have 
made themfelves formidable by ex- 
tending their dominions to the fea- 
coaft, and annexing to them the king- 
dom of Whydah, a country of fo 
much importance, on account of its 
trade, that the Englifh, French and 
Portuguefe maintain forts there for the 
protection of their refpettive fhares 
of it. The Dahomans about a century 








Review of New Publications. 291 


for the {pace of forty-fix years, and the 
forrow which we feel for lofing him; 
but has the lofs which the republic of 
letters has fultained, in a member and a 
proteétor fo jutily admired, retarded the 
progrefs of literature, and ef the arts in 
Germany ? 

Did the time even permit me, I fhould 
not venture to enter into any detail of 
what the auguft movarch, whofe birth- 
day we now celebrate, has done in this 
refpeat, left it might give occafion for 
comparifons, which would not, perhaps, 
be advantageous to that Prince whofe 
memory: we ought to revere on many ac- 
counts; but nothing prevents me from 
faying, that if the Great Frederick pro- 
cured to his fubjeéts, the means of im-~ 
proving themfelves, by the produétions of 
a lively people, whofe tafte appeared to 
him juft, Frederick William has put them 
in a condition to fubfit by their own 
ftrength, The one enabled them to learn 
and to imitate, but the other, entertaining 
a more favorable idea of the genius of 
his nation, exalts their fentimerts, and 
renders them capable of even exhibiting 
models to foreign nations, 


The author of this work has treat- 
ed his fubjeét in a very judicious and 
inftruétive manner, and as fully as 
circumftanoes would permit. 








BLICATIONS. 


ago were a very inconfiderable nati- 
on, though formidable to their neigh- 
bors by their valor and military fkill. 
They were then known by the name of 
Foys, and the town of Dawhee, lying 
between Calminaand Abomey,wasthe 
capital of their {mall territories. 

In the beginning of the faft centu- 
ry, Tacoodonou, chief of the Foy 
nation, forgetting the facred laws of 
hofpitality, bafely murdered a fove- 
reign Prince in his neighborhood, who 
i paid him a friendly vifit to honor 
one of his feftivals. He then attack- 
ed and took Calmina, the capital of 
the unhappy victim of his ambitious 
views, and, ftrengthened by this ac- 
quifition, he ventured to carry his 
arms againit Da, King of Abomey, 
whom he befieged in his capital, 
which foon after furrendered. In con- 
fequence of a vow which he had made 
Oo2 during 
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during the fiege, he put Da to death, 
by ripping open his belly, and pla- 
ced his body under the foundation 
of a palace that he built in Abo- 
they, as a memorial of his vi€tory. 
This palace he called Dahomy, from 
Da,whom he had deftroyed, and Ho- 
my, the belly, that is to fay, a houfe 
built on Da’s belly. 

After this conqueft, Tacoodonou 
took uphis refidenceat Abomey ,aflum- 
ing the title of King of Dahomy, and 
on this account the Sal his fubjeéts, 
were called Dahomans., In the coun- 
try, the old name of Foys prevails, 
but they are generally known to Eu- 
ropeans by the former appellation. 
Thus Tacoodonou eftablifhed the Da- 
homan empire, which about a century 
afterwards his defcendant, Guadja 
Trudo, till farther extended, by fub- 
duing various kingdoms, and adding 
Whydah to his dominions in the year 
1727, the conqueft of which is 
particularly related by Snelgrave, At- 
kins and others. 

The hiftory of a favage prince can 
exhibit little elfe than continued 
fcenes of bloodfhed and murder. 
Where the happy light of fcience has 
never dawned, where the arts are in a 
fiate of rudenefs,and where the influence 
of civilization has not been felt, this 
is all indeed that can be expected. The 
reader, therefore, will not be furpri- 
fed to find, that Boffa Ahadee fhould 
begin. his reign with a barbarous ac- 
tion. As foon as his father had breath- 
ed his laft, his death was concealed, as 
is cuftomary upon fuch occafions, un- 
til the prime minifters, who are ftyled 
Tamegan and Mayhou, had confulted 
together and fertled which of his fons 
fhould fucceed him; for though the 
firt born is looked upon as the heir, 
yet if it appears to thefe minifters that, 
on account of any defect, either of 
body or mind, he is unworthy of that 
exalted ftation, they have the power 
of rejecting him, and of choofing 
any one elfe of his children, whom 
they may think to be beft qualified 
for reigning. Upon this occafion they 
reje‘ted the eldeft fon, whofe name 
was Zingah, and unanimoully fixed 
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upon Ahadee. ‘The former, finding 
his hopes difappointed, privately 
founded the difpofition of his friends, 
refolved, if he fhould meet with 
fupport, to attempt to gain that inhe- 
ritance which he confidered as his 
birth right. Having received great 
encouragement from feveral of thofe 
on whom he had _ conferred favors in 
his father’s lifetime, and being affu- 
red that numbers were ready to ef- 
poufe his ‘caufe, he began to concert 
meafures to furprife his brother, and 
to feize the government, either by 
ftratagem or force. Ahadee, however, 
got intelligence of his defign; Zin- 
gah and the principal confpirators 
were feized, juft as their plan was ripe 
for execution, and Zingah, being few- 
ed up in ahammock at Abomey, was 
carried in that fituation to Whydah, 
where he was put into a canoe, con- 
veyed about two leagues out to fea, 
and there thrown overboard and 
drowned. As thé law of the country 
does not allow the facred blood of the 
royal family to be thed,this punifhment 
is appointed for all their offences. 
Such was the end of Zingah, and’ 
all his adherents were put to death. 

The King having now got rid of 
his competitor, and being fecured in 
the peaceable poffeffion of his domi-, 
nions, threw off the mafk, and gave 
unbounded indulgence to his incli- 
nations, which were of the moft per- 
nicious kind. One of the firft aéts 
of his reign was, that every man of 
the name of Boffa fhould be put to 
death; and this cruel order was 
punctually executed throughout all 
his dominions, old and young, with- 
out diftin@ion, being factificed to 
gratify the vanity of this abominable 
tyrant, who thought it an infult to” 
majefty, that a fubjeét fhould bear 
the fame name as his fovereign. 

After repeated ats of cruelty and 
oppreflion, Mayhox was fo far roufed, 
that in 1735, he took up arms againft 
the fovereign, with a defign of free- 
ing his country from the tyranny 
under which it groaned; but he was 
defeated, and killed in an engagement 
with the royal troops, and all the 

prifon- 
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prifoners taken upon this occafion 
were put to death, The few who 
efcaped, in order to avoid the tor- 
tures which they knew were prepared 
for them, fled into the neighbouring 
ftates, and ended their days in exile. 
- After this Ahadee was engaged in 
war with a formidable people, called 
the Eyoes, who are the fcourge and 
terror of all their neighbours. To 
ive an idea ‘of the ftrength of an 

yoe army, the Dahomans affert that 
when they go to war the General 
f{preads the hide of a buffalo before 
the door of, his tent, and pitches a 
fpear in the ground on each fide of 
it, between which the foldiers march 
until the multitude have worn a hole 
through it. As foon as this happens, 
he prefumes that his forces are nume- 
rous enough to take the field. Thefe 
people invaded Dahamoy in 1738 
with an irrefiftible army, and laid 
the country wafte to the gates of 
Abomey. After this they continued 
for feveral years to harrafs the coun- 
tty with an annual vifit; but in the 


year 1747 they liftened to terms of 
accommodation, and agreed to ab- 
ftain from hoftilities for the future, 
in confideration of a tribute, which 
ispaid them every year, at Calmina, 
in the month of November. 


Whilft the Dahomans were dif- 
treffed by the Eyoes, they were en- 
gaged in two other bloody wars with 
the Mahees, and the old Whydahs, 
each of which continued above thirty 
years. The war with the former 
commenced in 1737, and was car- 
ried on with all that favage fury 
which is cuftomary among barbarous 
nations ; the prifoners of dittin¢tion 
on both fides were put to death in- 
difcriminately, and the other — 
were configned to flavery. any 
battles were fought with various fuc- 
cefs, as neither party were willing 
to relinquith their pretenfions; but 
in 1772, a peace was concluded, which 
ftill continues. In the fame year a 

ace was alfo concluded between the 

‘opoes, the Whydahs, and the Da- 
homans, under the mediation of Lio- 
nel Abfon, Efg. Governor of Willi- 
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am’s Fort, to the mutual advantage 
of both fides. Ahadee, worn out with 
years and infirmities, engaged in no- 
thing worth notice after this period, 
and died on the 17th of May, 177460 
Such are the outlines of this hittory. 

‘The account which the author has 
added of his journey to the court of 
Boffa Ahadee, in the year 1772, con- 
tains fome curious particulars, a few 
of which we fhall extract. Jackals, 
by the natives called savetevees, are 
very common in this country, and 
even go prowling through the towns 
in the night time, difturbing people 
with their execrable cries. 


They are fierce, voracious animals, 
about the fize of a large maftiff dog, but 
much ftronger in all their parts, particu- 
larly the jaws, teeth and legs, which are 
remarkably ftrong: their feet are very 
large, and armed with formidable claws. 
They quit their retreats in the woods foon 
after dark, and range in troops through 
the towns and plantations, in queft of 
food: any domeftic animal that is not fe- 
cured ina houfe, or at leaft within high 
walls, is fure to become their prey ; but 
{carcely any thing comes amifs to them : 
when they cannot get better fare, they eat 
any kind of trafh. I have frequently feen 
the ftomachs of thofe that have been kill- 
ed, full of pieces of broken callebafhes 
that had once contained oil in them; and 
of old dry cow-hides, that bad been ufed 
for covering the rolls of Portuguefe to- 
bacco. They are the greateft devourers of 
the carcafes of thofe who are executed as 
criminals, or facrificed at the public fef- 
tivals, 

They readily difcover dead bodies that 
are interred, and drag them out of their 
graves: this is a joint operation of fe- 
veral ; and when they have got their prey 
before them, they darice and caper round 
it with great exultation for fome time, 
before they devour it. Whenany of them 
fingly falls in with a booty, he changes 
the horrid roaring which he ufed in the 
purfuit, to another vile note, which is to 
fummon his companions to come, and 
partake with him; and it is by the fame 
note they announce the difcovery of a hu- 
man grave, and collect a party to explore 
its contents. I never knew an inflance 
where they attacked a cow, that they did 
not feize the udder firlt; and in Whydah, 
where they are very numerous, I have 
often known cows refcued from them, 
with the lofs of that part, by the fpeedy 
exertions “of the people running imine- 
diately to the place where the piteous bel- 

lowings 
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lowings of the poor animal dire&ted them. 
Z am turprized, -that Monf. Buffon fhould 
Omit to mention, that though this animal 
hasa ftrong refembiance in figure to the 
wolf, and canine fpecies, it differs from 
them in a ftriking feature, by having oniy 
two teats, which are placed one on each 
fide of the breait, like a monkcy *. 


Mr. Buffon fays, that the Agauti, 
or Bufh-cat, is peculiar to the new 
world, and not to be found any 
where but in America. Mr. Norris, 
however, tells us, that they abound 
in this part of Africa, where they 
are efleemed a great dainty. 


The Bufk-cat, (by which name it is dif- 
tinguifhed among the Britifh traders at 
this coaft) approaches nearly in the length 
of its body, to that of a full grown hare, 
and is rather thicker. The body, when 
divefted of its fkin, appears incaled with 
fat, likeahog. The tailis fhort, and not 
bufhy. 1 do not remember the number 
of its claws; but the feet are fmall, and 
do not fecm formed for burrowing in the 
earth. The hinder legs are longer than 
the fore ones, and the ears are rounded 
and fhort. The Jads who feized and 
brought them to me for fale, related that 
the praétice was to wait for thefe animals 
in their haunts, morning and evening, 
That they were generally feen in compa- 
nies (or ee families) of fifteen, or 
twenty, following one another in the fame 
path. The head-moft were fuffered to 
pafs on unmolefted, and then an affault 
was made upon the rear of the party with 
fiicks; and by this manceuvre, two or 
three were ufually taken prifoners. On 
my afking the reafon, why they did not 
make their firft attack upon the leaders, 
they replied, that in fuch cafe, the affail- 
ants would be expofed to the fury of all 
that followed; .and that their bite was ex- 
tremely fevere: this, I was induced to 
believe, as they are furnifhed with two 
very formidable inciforyteeth in the upper 
jaw. But by beginning with the rear, there 
was little danger. becaufe, thofe which 
were already paffed, continued to march 
on, without difturbing themfelves about 
the fate of their companions. The muz- 
zle of the Bufh-cat (except that the upper 
lip is divided like that of a hare) is not 
very unlike that of a rat; the upper jaw 
projeCting confiderably beyond the lower. 


* Mirifica pudendorum conformatio extat. 
potelt. Latitant penis ac teftes intus, fubter cutem hypogaftricam. 
‘Tantam autem rima labiis muliebribus pro- 


fluit urina, penifque in coitu detruditur, 


fert fimilitudinem, ut, fpecie prima, valde ambiguum fexus eftimetur, 


Hermaphroditicum, 
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Inftead of foft hair, they aré covered with 
harth, coarfe, ftiff briftles, which adhere 
fo flightly to the fkin, as to be feparated 
bya flighttouch. This creature is endued 
with a power of ereéting its briftles, which 
are of a brownith colour, clouded with dark 
Spots. tis on the authority of the &7a- 
fAtian Portuguefe captains who trade at 
Whydah, that I fuppofe this animal to be 
the Agouti; for thefe perfons aflured me, 
that it is not at all different from thofe 
which are fo common in £raf/; and the 
French captains, who had been at Cayenne, 
concurred in the fame opinion. The 
African Agouti, is very fat, and its fleth 
taftes greafy, and ftrong, unlefs it has been 
cured by {moak ; which is a preparation 
that makes it exceedingly paatable. 


The author gives the following 
account of his interview with the 
King of Dahomy. 


On my return, I received a meffage 
from the king, who defired to fee me next 
morning in Dahomy houfe. I prepared, ac- 
cordingly, for my vifit, by unpacking a 
very handfome fedan chair, and a chamber 
organ, which I had previoufly fent up 
from Whydah, Thefe 1 fent early in the 
morning by my porters to the palace, and 
followed them, at ten o’clock, February 5, 
accompanied by my linguift. I was re- 
ceived at the door by Mayhou; on each fide 
of it was a human head, recent/y cut off, lye 
ing ona flat ftone, with the face down, 
and the bloody end of the neck towards the 
entrance. Inthe guard houfe were about 
forty women, armed with a mufket and cut- 
lafs each ; and twenty eunuchs, with bright 
iron rods in their hands; one of whom 
flipped away, to announce my arrival; and 
Mayhou, waiking cautioufly forward, con- 
ducted me through the firft court to a door, 
near which were two more heads ; where * 
he proftrated himfelf, and kiffed the 
ground; on which it was opened by a fee 
male, and we entered a feeond court, two 
fides of which were formed by long fhady 
piazzas : in this we were met by Tamegahk 
and Eubigah, who, with Mayhou, Ree 
quently knelt down, and kiffed the ground, 
pronouncing aloud fome of the king’s titles, 
as we walked acrofs this court, in which 
were ranged fix human heads. From this 
we paffed through a third door into the 
court, where the king was feated, on a 
handfome chair of crimfon velvet, ornae 
mented with gold fringe, placed on a care 


A feemina, mas haud facile dignofci 
Per foramen ef- 


et quafi 


pet, 





Review of New Publications. 


pet, ina fpacious cool piazza, which occu- 
pied one fide of the court. He was fmokin 
tobacco, and had on a gold laced hat, wit 
a plume of oftrich feathers; he wore a rich 
crimfon damafk robe, wrapped loofely round 
him; yellow flippers, and no ftockings: 
feveral women were employed fanning him, 
and others with whifks, to chace away the 
flies : one woman, on her knees before him, 
held a gold cup, for him to fpit in. 

When the door, which led into this court 
was opened, Tamegah and his two compa- 
nions immediately fell down, rubbed their 
foreheads in the duft, kiffed the ground re- 
peatedly, and approached the king crawling 
on their hands and knees, proftiating them- 
felves frequently, and throwing the duft 

lentifully with both hands upon their 
Sande ; had it been mud from preceding 
rain, the fame ceremony would have been 

erformed. 

Having bowed to the king, I was directed 
to achair a few yards from him; and hav- 
ing drank his health in a fmall glafs of 
brandy, and he mine, he inquired after the 
health of his brother, King George of Eng- 
land; and zfked fome queftions refpecting 
my voyage. We converfed through the 


medium of my fervant, who aéted as inter- 
preter, and Mayhou, who firft kiffed the 
ground, before he prefumed to repeat the 
king’s words to my fervant: a cuftom al- 
ways obferved in every part of the country, 


as well asin the royal prefence, when a per- 
fon has occafion to repeat the king’s words, 
or deliver any meffage or order of his, 
After fome converfation, he defired me to 
Jet him hear the organ, and appeared much 
pleafed with the tunes. I then explained 
the ufe of the fedan chair, which 1 repre- 
fented as much more convenient than ham- 
mocks, which he generally ufed. Half a 
dozen of his hammock men were then intro- 
duced, crawling on their hands and knees ; 
and by his defire, I went into the fedan, 
and directing them what to do, was carried 
by them all in turns, until they appeared 
to be pretty expert at their bufinefs: he then 
went into it himfelf, and was carried re- 
peatedly round the court, amidft the fhouts 
and acclamations of his minifters, his wo- 
men, and his hammock men, It was a fmart 
fhowy thing, covered with red morocco lea- 
ther, and lined with white filk. He was 
aftonithingly delighted with it, and diverted 
himfelf with opening and drawing the cur- 
tains, which he deemed a moft ingenious 
contrivance ; at laft, in the exultation of his 
foul, fome of the eunuchs were called in to 
fupply the place of the hammock men, and 
the door leading from the piazza to his pri- 
vate apartments being opened, he was carried 
by them to difplay his finery among his 
women; and I had permiffion to depart: 
his nobles retiring in the fame abject man- 
ner which they obferved in approaching him, 
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In the evening,! purchafed thirty-two flaves, 
which finifhed the bufinefs of the day, 


To this Work is annexed alfo an 
Appendix, containing a fhort ac 
count of the Slave Trade. 


TRAVELS THROUGH SICILY AND 
Mavva. Tranflated from the French 
of Mr. De Non, Gentleman in ordi- 
nary to the King of France, and 
Member of the Royal Academy of 
Painting and Sculpture. Robinions, 
1789. 8vo. 


AY want of room will not allow us 
to make large Extracts from 
this Work, which may form a very 
good fupplement to what the inge- 
nious Mr, Brydone has written upon 
the fame fubje&, we hall content 
ourfelves with the following obferva- 
tions refpecting that celebrated cavern 
or grotto, called the Ear of Dio- 


nyfiuse 


It appears narrow, gloomy, and awful. 
It is the cave of the Sibyl. No echo can be 
more fenfible, but it is rather the fonorouf- 
nefs of an inftrument than an echo, It res 
founds and re-echoes, but repeats only at 
the entrance, It is in fhort the moft fpa- 
cious and moft beautiful fonorous cavern 
perhaps exifting. This latomia, confidered 
with all its adjunéts in its prefent ftate, is a 
fublime and enchanting place ; but when we 
reflect on the labour and mifery thefe exca- 
vations muft have coft the unhappy men 
who formed them, the dreadful torments of 
which they were at once the inftrument, and 
the place of infliction, the charm vanithes : 
we behold nothing but the prifon, the chains, 
the tortures, and the tyrant; we with to 
fly, and at the entrance fhudder with the 
apprehenfion of meeting Dionyfius. 

We lighted a torch to examine the pro- 
fundity of this dungeon, faid to be the 
invention of that tyrant. Its form is 
that of a bell; that is to fay, the grotto 
gradually becomes narrower from the 
bafe up to two thirds of its height, when 
it preferves the fame dimenfion in rifing, 
and forms at length a {mall eliptical arch, 
the key of which is exaétly in the thape 
of the letter S, and continues infenfibly in= 
clining to the end of the grotto, which 
terminates in a fquare. Inthe middle of 
the right fide is a fquare chamber, hol- 
lowed alfo out of the rock, which appear- 


* 
. 
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ed to us a late work. An elevation of 
fix or feven feet of earth, accumulated 
by time, deprives this cavity of a great deal 
of its original void, fpacious as it ftill is, 
and in part deadens the echo, though that 
is ftill very confiderable, The fides, which 
were hewn very even, are {moothed by a 
coat of ftalactites depofited by the damp, 
and nothing is to be diftinguifhed in the 
walls but fome holes, for the purpofe of 
raifing fcaffolds, and rings cut in the ftone; 
of the ufe of which it is very difficult either 
to obtain or give a juftidea. If they were 
formed to fecure prifoners, fome of them 
mutt have been faftened at the height of fif- 
teen feet ; which may lead us to imagine 
that this prifon was excavated at different 
periods, and that the height of thefe rings 
was varied by the finking of the ground, It 
is certain, however, that prifoners never were 
fattened to thefe notches except with ftraps 
er cords, this fort of ring being uneble to 
fuftain the friction and preffure of other iron 
rings. It 1s extremely doubtful too, whe- 
ther they ever were applied to any fuch pur- 
pofe ; and it appears to me {till more doubt- 
ful whether this place ever was a prifon 
formed by Dionyfius to difcover the fecrets 
of his prifoners. On an infpeétion of the 
whole cavern, I can difcover no reafons fa- 
vourable to this opinion, unlefs we are de- 
termined blindly to perfift in an ancient 
error, out of refpect for its antiquity; an 
antiquity which is no more than a popular 
tradition, wholly unfupported by any hiftori- 
cal authority, Hiftory indeed informs us, 
that this tyrant had prifons near his palace, 
where thofe ftate prifoners were put to the 
torture, with whofe projects it was his in- 
tereft to be acquainted; but the latomiz 
were not contiguous to his palace. Thefe 
quarries are not named when mention is 
made of that particular prifon. The latomiz 
were public prifons, in which the flaves and 
criminals were made to work, and not a 
place intended to extort the fecrets of prifo- 
ners: befides that, the latomiz were known 
long before the time of Dionyfius, fince the 
Athenians were confined in them after their 
defeat. Had this cavern been fabricated for 
the ufe in queftion, it would not have been 
formed of this depth, for ages have been ne- 
ceflary to its excavation ; Tyrants muft 
have {peedier means to ftill their fears, and 
gratify their paffions. Nor could this con- 
trivance have fucceeded more than once ; 
the moment the ufe of it was known, the 
tyrant’s intention was defeated. And then 
what poflibility of hearing, of dinftinguith- 
ing, and following the thread of converfa- 
tion in a place, where, when three perfons 
fpeak, the founds are confounded with each 


* Dionyfius pardoned him this fally, and was the firft to laugh at it. 
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other, and produce only an unintelligible 
and inarticulate noife. 

Hiftory tells us likewife, that this prifon 
was only for the multitude, like the gal- 
lies with us, and never for great crimi- 
nals, or prifoners of diftinétion; and that 
when Dionyfius fent thither Philoxenus, 
the Dithyrambic poet, who had faid the 
Tyrant’s verfes were bad, it was to pue- 
nifh by humbling, and not tormenting 
him; fince, a few days after, this poet, 
being at table with the fovereign, who 
was again reading fome poetry, exclaim- 
ed, ‘* Lake me back to the quarries.*”’ Thefe 
then were quarries, which had been ori- 
ginally worked by freemen, and aftere 
wards converted into prifons. The go- 
vernment eventually availed itfelf of their 
fpacious enclofure to confine that multi- 
tude of prifoners of war who were made 
flaves; here they laboured for the pub- 
lick edifices, remained here their whole 
lives, married, and had children born to 
flavery. 

Thefe caverns being thus peopled, it be- 
came neceflary to provide for their fub- 
fiftence, and moft urgent wants of their in- 
habitants; hence the aqueduéts we ftill find 
here, thofe maffes of incrufted bricks, a- 
round the place, for the purpofe of diftri- 
buting the water. A fhelter muft likewife 
be furnifhed them as a protection from the 
exceflive heat of the fun, and the rains of 
winter. With this view they were employed 
to continue the fame works, and excavate 
grottos ; to fecure the folidity of which, and 
guard againft decay, they adopted this form, 
which is proved to be the beft; the lapfe of 
fo many ages having produced no change in 
it, nor any fort of decay from the filtration 
of the water. But to return to thofe who 
have no eyes but to fee cars, we may obferve 
to them, that there is another ear begun at 
the other end of the latomia, in the grotto 
where they make the nitre. The fame 
form of roof and grotto is to be found like- 
wife in the latomia of Achradina, in what 
is called the Foreft of the Capuchins. So 
that there is no want of ears; and Dionyfius 
muft either have often copied his own works, 
or was not the inventor of this contrivance. 
’Tis true there is in the famous one, a fmall 
chamber in an external opening of the roof, 
where the liftener is faid to have taken his 
ftand, 


In this work the reader will find 
fome curious particulars refpecting 
Sicily, a country interefting on many 
accounts, and which makes fo con- 
{picuous a figure in ancient hiftory. 


We may 


conclude, therefore, that if Dionyfius wrote bad verfes, he had no objection to a good, 
jpke, when well timed, We know {ome great princes who have a little more rancour. 
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DESCRIPTION or an OCTOBER 
EVENING 1n LONDON, 


A SKETCH FROM NATURE, 


yy HE fun is funk below the weftern fky, 
And twinkling lamps the want of 

light fupply ; 

Returning milk-maids {wing their empty 

ails, 

Exaflly balanc’d, like a pair of fcales ; 

And dirty ¢ru/ls in alleys take their ftand, 

While fmarter girls perambulate the Strand, 

Oft’, wheh they dare to tread forbidden 
ground, 

And bold encroach upon another’s round, 

The tongue’s artillery off with force is 


play’d, 

And all the art of Zillingfgate difplay’d ; 

Low, vulgar language grates the cars 
around, 

And neighboring walls with difmal oaths 
refound; 

The gathering mob malignant taugh, or 
{neer, 

While hackney coachmen from their boxes 


jeer; 
Join their hoarfe voices to each female 
tongue, 


And a loud peal of ribaldry is rung. 


Beware, ye thoughtlefs! of their bor- 
row’d charms, : 
And fly, O! fly from their polluted arms; 
Avoid, I pray, avoid each treach’rous 
: {nare, 
The painted cheek, and eke the bofom bare ; 
The wanton trip, the fide-long leer, and 
{mile, 
That oft’, too oft, unwary hearts beguile. 


Now bankers clerks, freed from the toil 
of day, 

And fmartly drefs’d, fet out to fee the play ; 
To Covent Garden or to Drury hie, ; 
To laugh with Edwin, or with Siddons cry: 
Around the doors the crowd begin to prefs, 
And tenderfemales breathe in great diftrefs; 
The well-fed tradef{man lugs his fpoufe 


along, 

And ftruggles hard to drag her through the 
throng, 

While ma’am cries out, in a right peevifh 
mood, 

** Lord! what a mob!—the men how 


** monftrous rude ! 
** They puth one fo—nor mind a female’s 
** cries, 
“ Nor pay refpeé to people’ aze or ize ; 
Vou. IIL, 
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‘¢ I beg, behind, you would not pufh fe 
** hard 

‘6 The doors, my friend, are not as yet 
** unbarr’d.” 


The doors now open’d, in they head- 

long pufh, 

And in confufion all together rufh: 

The deau's fine curls, that many hours ems 
ploy’d, 

Are in the {cuffle, dire mifhap! deftroy’d; 

The pins all loft, his locks quite tatter’d 
hing, 

And oaths and fhrieks through all the paf- 
fage ring; 

Some, fqueez’d fo hard, are from the pavee 
ment borne, 

Cloaks, petticoats, and gowns, are fadly 
torn; 

Whilft fome with fqueezing are entirely 
{pent, 

And foe their watches and their cafh la- 
ment, 


The brawny chairman now picks up a 

fare, 

And o’er the pavement trails in hafte his 
chair, 

Calls for his partner Dennts—Dennis,— 
here— 

The gemman waits—why don’t you quick 
appear? 

By Fafus, honey, we thall lofe a fare !— 

Why don’t you, Dennis, ‘ake fome bctier 
care ? 


See oyiter Nan, to thew her different 

wares, 

Her paper lantern and a light prepares; 

Her nuts and pippins are to view difplay’d, 

And cabbages on cabbages are laid ; 

Nice ruddy carrots too in bunches hing, 

And onions dangle from a flender flring ; 

Here cockles rare, and mufcles lilly white, 

Are plac’d with att to catch the buyer’s 
fight; 

Potatoes too, andturnips grace the ftall, 

Quite round and found, and ready at a 
call. 


To other fcenes, my Mufe, now let us 

turn, 

Where blazing lights in yonder window 
burn; 

While prints and maps in proper order lie, 

And Magazines attraét the roving eyce 

Quite different wares are feen almoft next 
door, 

Thin gauzes, laces, caps, and ribands 
itore ; 
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Here paffing females often feaft the eye, 

And vainly long for what they cannot buy; 

To fome companion fhew their gaudy 
choice, 

And “ charming thing!” repeats each fe- 


male voice, 


Now ballad fingers raife their voice 

aloud, 

And fing fome ditty to the vulgar crowd 5 

Maids, children, footmen, in promifcu- 
ous throng, 

All gaping ftand, and liftea to the fong, 

While buty thieves to get a booty ftrive, 

And dexteroufly into the pocket dive. 


The haft’ning poftman goes his evening 

round, * 

And plies the knocker with loud thund’ring 
found; 

To fome conveys the caufe of grief and 
tears, 

And others frees from ill foreboding fears ; 

Makes lovers hearts with ex peétation beat, 

And Bctty mount the ftairs with nimble feet, 

From country {weetheart to receive fome 
lines, 

That tell, for her he night and morning 
pines. 


Now link boys wait to chace away the 
night, 
And hapitty Sebrh oath ighs, your Honor, 
light 
O’er dicty ftones direét the beau to fteer, 
That fplafhing mud his ftockings mayn’t 
befmear. 


The hackney fcribbler from-his garret 
creeps 
To fome low beer-houfe, where his haunt 
he keeps, 
To fmoke his pipe, and, if he can, regale 
On cheefe, or oyfters, and a pot of ale. 


Now females o’er their tea beginto tattle, 

And gilded coaches to each playhoufe 
rattle, 

While learned templars throng into the 


j pit, 
Tocriticife, and fhew theatyic wit. 
LUCIAN. 


An ADDRESS or 


BY 
THEATRE 


THANKS, 
MR, J-F--R--N, AT 
ROYAL, 


SPOKEN 


THE 








PLYMOUTH, 


WRITTEN BY A GENTLEMANIN THAT 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, 


APPRESSt of Thanks feems now to be 
the rage 
Among my bulkin’d friends who tread ¢hzs 
ftage ; 
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As that’s the cafe, 1 truft that I may claim 

Indulgence from the Houfe to {port my 
name 

In Lines poetic—for the critic knows 

*Twould damn the piece to write in vulgar 
rofe: 

Befides, ’tis now the tippey /—quite the go! 

To a& the poet, and ones saoks to fhew 

Upon thefe boards, in Epilogue fublime, 

Or fome neat trifle fuited to the time; 

And, Oh, how charming! fhould it take, 
to hear 

The found of plaudits thund’ring on the 
ear! 

Or, like Demofth’nes, when we walk about, 

By fome o/d weman to be pointed out, 

Aloud exclaiming, while the ftrains her 
throat, 

“* There goes the man, who for the ftage 
*¢ has wrote.’’ 

Since, then, I’ve caught this vile poetic 
itch, 

Which rages thro’ the town ’mong poor 
and rich, 

In pity, let my new-born mufe to-night, 

Wear one poor fprig of laurel in your fight, 

Nor nip the bud which yet is barely green, 

From ee old flock, where {carce a leaf is 
cen. 


Methinks—the time draws near, wher 

ev’ry fire, 

Burning with flame of true poetic fire, 

Shall teach his children, when they f{carce 
can mutter, 

To lifp in numbers for their bread and but- 
ter; 

Their mother anxious praying, as fhe 
fighs, 

Her fona Dryden ora Pope may rife. 

The play-houfe then well ftor’d with ancient 
lore, 

And comic wit, in Prose, will pleafe no 
more ! 

The /cnate too, difputing on each matter, 

In loud tamdrcs will be heard to chatter; 

The financier, to calculate the gains, 

In verfe will puzzle his prolific brains : 

The ar, the pulpit, all, injingling rhyme, 

Will thew the reigning madnefls of the 
time. 

Since, then, the piéture of fome future day 

I’ve faintly color’d in the poet’s way, 

No more 1’l1l let my wandering fancy roam, 

But draw a diving portrait nearer home, 





To've. trod the flage for thirty years, 
and more, 
In all its gilded trappings, —— yet be 


poor !|— 


To’ve ftrut in parts, of no {mall note or 


figure, 


And yet to’ve fwell’d in fize fcarce one 


inch bigger! 


* Thefe verfes were written before the late regulations in the poft-office refpe@ting 
the delivering out of letters. 


tA number of Addreiles had been {poken by different actors for their benefits. 
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To've been a manager!—a petty king!— 

Still to be poor, is fure a curfed thing! 

Aye, there’s the rub !—Well, faith, ’twill 
be all one, 

When once an hundred years are paft and 
gone: 

But in your favor if 1 {till fucceed, 

Tho’ poor in pocket, I'll be rich indeed ! 

A mine of treafure would but bring me 
wealth, 

Nor could it purchafe happinefs or health ; 

While facred Friend/hkip, with her richer 
itore, 

Gives me contentment, and I afk no more. 

Let gratitude, then, to my friends to night, 

Pay this {mall tribute!—this, my little mite 

Of thanks fincere unbounded Iet them 
flow, 

They’re all I have to give, or can beftow, 

Save thefe poor efforts!—Nature’s mimic 
pow’rs, 

Which I’ll exert, yet to my lateft hours, 

For you—and you—and you, whole plau- 
dits can 

My cares all banifh, and revive the man! 





The following Opt TO SENSIBILITY, ¢x- 
Arbits all the pathos, fenfe, and fentiment 
of modern Poetry, The whole fecret of 
this new art, confifts in defcribing every 
thing but your fubjell ; and in this refpedt, 
the following refembles many compofitions 
of the prefent day, 

ODE tro SENSIBILITY. 


HO has not heard, what few have feen, 
The yellow robes of {prightly green, 
Which o’er my Laura’s fhoulders flow : 
Lovely Laura, is’t not fo? 


Swect the rofe when wet with dew, 
Lovely Rofalind, adieu! 

From cloud to cloud, from eaft to weft, 
*Tis pun and pathos, fun and jett. 


Swallows warble through the fhade, 
Poor Philander! is he dead ? 

Sce how winter ftrips the grove, 
Sighs of fympathy and love. 


Celeftial extafies and moans, 
Sighs and fimpers, grins and groans; 
Girls of grace, and Fleet-ftreet bonnets, 
Celia’s waift, and d/ooming fonnets. 


Blue-ey’d belles, and black-ey’d beaus, 
Ohs! and ahs! and ahs! and ohs! 

Friendhip’s name, and Cupid’s dart, 
Charm and rend my feeling heart. 


Sound the trumpet, beat the drum, 
Tweedle-dee and tweedle-dum; 
Gird your armour cap-a-pee, 
Lweedle-dum and tweedle-dee. 
ACADEMICUS. 
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On THe EARTH BEING TAKEN OUT 
oF THECATHEDRALCHURCH-YARD 
or N » FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
MAKING A GARDEN. 





"TWAS at the folemn midnight hour, 
That hour when ghofts return, 
O’er the dark grave the joys of life 
Forever loft to mourn. 


In yon cathedral church-yard, where 
Thofe hardy fons of toil 

Bear, with unhallow’d hands, away 
The confecrated foil. 


Pale f{prites with horror view’d the deep 
Where late their bodies lay, 

Where now, alas! they with to fleep, 
Faft by theic kindred clay. 


And thus a voice, in plaintive tone, 
The folemn filence broke: 

The D heard not, or e’en the D—= 
Had trembled whilft it fpoke. 





‘© Was it for this, with funeral drefs 
‘© Each lifelefs corpfe was grac’d ? 
‘© Was it for this, with pious care 
“¢ Each in his grave was plac’d ? 


*¢ Was it for this, the white rob’d prieft 
‘© The farewel bleffing fhed ? 

‘© And promis’d here unbroken reft, 
** Within earth’s hallow’d bed ? 


‘6 Wasit, to be by ruthlefs hands 
‘© Again dragg’d forth to day; 

*¢ To havethe bones, yet unconfum’d, 
‘© Beftrew the public way ? 


‘© Be it his fate who tears them hence, 
** With unrelenting mind, 

‘© Ne'er in the filent womb of earth 
‘© A peaceful grave to find ! 


* Let no proud marble tell his name 
‘* In monumental praife, 

‘* Boatting that num’rous deeds of worth 
“© Adorn’d his happy days- 


** But on fome dunghill be he thrown, 
** And near it be there read, 
** Chalk’d on fome wall—‘‘ See his reward 


** Who dar’d difturb the dead !”” 
SONNET ro truz VIOLET. 
BY MISS 6 PEARSON.* 


SWEET humble flow’r, that on the path- 
lefs hill 

Unfolds thy foft leaves to the orient ray, 
Or bendeft o’er fome unfrequented rill, 
That bathes thy green ftem asit winds away. 


* Author of a Calle&ion of Poems, now publifhiag by fub{cription, fome of which 


have appeared in the Literary Magazine, with the fignature of Anyelina, 
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There no proud foot fhall damp thy velvet 
bloom, 

Or rudely rob thee of thy penfive grace ; 

There thou may’ft oft the evening gale 
perfume, 

Till nature calls thee to thy primal place. 
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When, all thy powers exhaufted, ’mongft 
the reeds 

Thou droop’tt in folitude thy faded head, 

And with thy fragrant fifters of the meads 

Find'ft a {weet fhelter, and a quiet bed, 

May I with lovely grace fuftain life’s toil- 
fome fcene, 

And die like thee, fair flow’r, amid fome 
vale ference. 


5 OR NE T. 
WRITTEN ON A BLANK LEAF OF 
SHAKESPEARE, 

BY THE SAME. 
SHAKESPEARE, immortal poet! who 
like thee 
Shall pierce the human mind ; its fprings 
controul, 
To rapture or to anguifh whirl the foul, 
Bid horror chain, or mirth the fenfes free: 
Oh! who like thee to Fancy’s realms fhall 


foar, 

Beyond creation’s bounds his throne to 
rear, 

Launch on the wilds of fpace, the lucid 
{phere, 

And o’er th’ ideal world fweet mufick 
pour? : 

None who e’er wandering in Caftalia’s 
fhades,’ 

With claflic warblings woo’d the lovely 
maids. 

By nature blefs’d, {corning art’s cold com- 
mands— 

Thy radiance, Shakefpeare, ftill fuperior 
glows, 


As the bright opal mocks the artifts hands, 
Aud from its native rock light’s richeft 
tincture throws. 


A Countryman having defired a Schoolmafter 
to write a fhort DESCRIPTION of a 
HOUSE, which he was commifioned to 
LET, received the following Verses. 


HOUSE to let—’tis quite complete, 
Frefh painted, paper’d, new and neat, 
Eight handfome rooms upon a floor 
What mortal man can wilh for more ? 
A hall, and porch, and God knows what, 
And twenty things that I’ve forgot ; 
. The kitchens too fo neat and clean, 
They’re fine enough to lodge the Queen. 





_y oe 


The parlours—blefs my foul, the Mufe 
So hard a tafk may well refule : 
In vain upon the Nine I call, 
To fing the glories of the hall; 
So let us leave the lower ftory, 
The upper rooms to fet before ye : 
Afcending, vou go round and round, 
Youthink you are on Fairy ground; 
Chambers for beds, and rooms for dining ; 
But pray obferve the beft room’s lining, 
A French green paper, gilt all over, 
*Twas of a {muggler bought, at Dover, 
Behold the cieling painted round, 
It coft the owner fixty pound, 
A ftory higher Iet’s afcend, 
Pray {ee the ftairs, how neat they bend : 
Here are bedchambers in great plenty ; 
The man that built this houfe, what meant 
he, 
To make his roof fo monftrous high ? 
The birds can’t reach it as they fly. 
Suppofe we now the gardens fee; 
The Mufe muft take a leap with me ; 
Four ftories only to the ground 
Thank God,—we've done it,—fafe and 
found. 
Here Flora with Pomona reigns, 
The trees all grow without much pains. 
Behold the fruit, behold the flow’rs, 
See, atthe end, two ruin’d tow’rs, 
Sacred to Jupiter or Juno, 
For man and wife are all one you know ? 
See there beyond yon verdant bed, 
Venus and Cupid made of lead ; 
With grottoes, fountains, hermits cells, 
Old ftatues, vafes, flow’ry dells———* 





VERSE §S, 
IMITATED, 
From an ASIATIC COLLECTION, 
WHILE fad fufpenfe and chill delay 


Bereave my wounded foul of reft, 
New hopes, new fears, from day to day, 
By turns affail my lab’ring breaft. 


My heart, while ardent love confumes, 
Throbs with each agonizing thought ; 
So flutters, with entangled plumes, 
A lark in wily mefhes caught, 


There the, with unavailing ftrain, J 
Pours thro’ the night her warbled grief; 

The gloom retires—but not her pain— 
The dawn appears, but no relief, 


Two neftlings wait the parent bird, 
Their thrilling anguifh to appeafe ; 

She comes—ah, no! the found they heard 
Was but a whiflper of the breeze 


® About four verfes are torn off at the end, 
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PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Wepnespay, May 27. 


ME: Burke informed the Houfe, that 

fome late decifions of the Lords hav- 
ing confiderably narrowed the evidence in 
fupport of the charges againft Warren 
Haftings, he was inftruéted by the Com- 
mittee of Managers, to move for a Com- 
mittee to infpeét the Lords journals, from 
the commencement of the trial to the pre- 
fent day. 

The motion was agreed to; and the 
Committee appointed to condu& the pro- 
fecution inftru&ed to in{peé the journals: 

Ina Committee of fupply, Mr. Steele, 
in the abfence of the Secretary at War, 
moved the Army Extraordinaries, amount- 
ing to 398,ocol. 

Mr. Huffy faid he could not vote away 
fo large a fum without fome obfervation. 
“Lhe extraordinary for the Weft Indies 
alone was 95,000]. It had been afferted, 
that in the year 1790, the public expence 
would be reduced to the fum ftated by the 
Committee of Finance, but inftead of that 
it feemed to go on encreafing. Laft year 
it had been about 3,900,0@ol. and this 
year it was nearly 4,900,000}. fo that this 

ear the expence was a million more; and 
if the ftate of the Sinking Fund, and the 
deficiencies were compared, it would ap- 
pear that we began this year a million 
worfe than laft year. 

Mr. Steele faid, the Honorable Gentle- 
man’s obfervations applied rather to the 
Budget than to the Army Extraordinaries. 
The extraordinary for the Weft Indies 
was {welled by fervices that had been per- 
formed, which would not occur again; 
and there were 85,0ool. incurred by the 
regiment fent out to India, for which 
Government would be reimburfed by the 
Company. The Army Extraordinaries in 
general were reduced, and by the year 
1791, he had no doubt, would be brought 
to the fum ftated in the report ef the Com- 
mittee of Finance. 

The refolution was agreed to; and then 
Mr. Steele proceeded to move various fums 
for the fervice of the current year, which 
were feverally agreed to, and the report 
ordered to be received to morrow. 

The order of the day being read for 
going into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, to confider further the Petitions 
re{pe€ting the Slave Trade, 


Is 


Mr. Marfham rofe, and regretting sthaaran 
" Tink fe 
yh SLATE “iby 
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thinnefs of the Houfe, fubmitted to thofe 
of the higheft authority in it, whether it 
was confiitent with the importance of the 
queftion to proceed on the bufinefs with 
fo {canty an attendance. 

Mr. fox faid, that if Mr. Marfham’s 
obje&tions were well founded, they would 
equally hold againft every examination of 
witneffes at the bar. The attendance, he 
believed, was not fuller in the cafe of the 
Irifh Propofitions, or in the proceedings 
on the Impeachment of Mr. Hattings ; for 
this reafon, probabiy, that Gentleman re- 
lied on the evidence being printed. 

Mr. Pitt fupported Mr. Fox, and faid 
it was equally the duty of thofe who were 
adverfe to the bill to attend, as well as 
of thofe who were friendly to it. 

Lord Maitland hoped that attendance 
would be better in future; and obferved, 
that there was a wide difference between 
the mere reading of evidence, and hears 
ing it delivered at the bar. 

Sir Sohn Sinclair faid, he wifhed to 
have the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms 
examined at the bar, as they had given 
the Houfe much information on the fub- 
je&t of the Irifh propofitions. 

Mr. Pitt faid, the Commiflioners of the 
Cuftoms were, no doubt, very competent 
to give the Houfe information on the a- 
mount of the revenue derived from the 
African Trade, and from the Weft India 
iflands, but in a queftion of policy it would 
be abfurd to cal] upon them for their tef- 
timony. 

Mr. Drake fpoke a few words, when 
the queftion being put, the Speaker left 
the Chair, and the Houfe refolved into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, Sir Wm. 
Dolben, Chairman. 

Mr. Barnes, the late Governor of Sene- 
gal, was then called in, and underwent a 
long examination, after which the Houfe 
adjourned, : 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuurspay, May 28, 


AFTER returning from Weftminfter- 
hall, their Lordthips fent a meflage to the 
Commons, that they would proceed fur- 
ther on the trial of Warren Haftings on 
Wednefday the 10th of June, 

Read feveral private bills, and adjourn- 
ed to Monday {e’nnight. 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Tuurspay, May 28, 


THE bill to explain and amend the a& 
@fthe 6th of George I11. for encouraging 
the growth of roots, trees, and fhrubs, 
was read a fecond time. 

Mr. Mainwaring moved that the bill be 
committed. 

Mr. Wyndham objeéted to the bill’s go- 
ing any farther, on the principle he had 
ftated on the motion for leave to bring it 
in, viz. the impropriety of unneceffarily 
multiplying or extending the penal laws. 
Every penal law was itfelf an evil, and 
juftifiable only in as much as it went to 
prevent a greaterevil, The aid of the law 
ought never to be called in till men had 
done as much as they could do for their 
own proteétion. The gardeners, fo far 
from having done this, left their property 
often without the proteé&tion of a common 
fence, and called on the legiflature to do 
that for them which they negleéted to do 
for themfelves. They withed to reduce 
things to the ftate in which they were in 
the days « * Alfred, or the golden age. 
Cum furem nemo timeret 
Caulibus aut pomis, fed aperto viveret horto, 


The Attorney General faid, he was as 
averfe as any man from enaéting penalties 
difproportionate to offences, being con- 
vinced that fuch penalties always defeated 
theirown end, But in proportion as pro~ 
perty was valuable, and from its nature 
expofed to depredation, it muft be pro- 
tected by the law. This was precifely 
the fituation of nurfery grounds, which 
contained very valuable property, and 
were neceflarily much expofed. Even a 
brick wall, which could not be built but 
at a great expence, was a very inadequate 
protection, As the law ftood, a man 
might rob a garden, or a nurfery ground, 
of property toa great amount, by day, and 
follow the proprietor before a Juftice, 
where the penalty for the firft offence was 
only forty fhillings. In this cafe the pu- 
nifhment was an invitation to the crime, 
and therefore he hoped the bill would be 
fuffered to go to a Committee, where a 
degree of punifhment adequate to the of- 
fence might be agreed on, 

Mr. Mainwaring faid, he meant to pro- 
pofe, ifthe bill hould goto a Committee, 
to put the offence on the fame footing 
with fwindling, which might be punifhed 
with imprifonment or tran{portation, at 
the difcretion of the court. 

Mr. Burke faid, he had always oppofed 
multiplying penal laws, the whole fyftem 
of which, in this country, he thought ra- 
dically defe&ive. Inftcad of applying a 





remedy to the fource of the evil, when- 
ever inconvenience was felt in any parti- 
ealar inftance, recourfe was had to the le. 
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giflature fora mew law for that particular 
cafe. This was like fticking a buth into a 
gap in a hedge, which, inftead of repair- 
ing the breach, often ruined the whole 
fence. Againft all offences that admitted 
of it, a civil was preferable to a criminal 
remedy, becaufe the damage done could 
be appreciated by a jury, and not only 
punifhment infli€ted on the offender, but 
reparation made to the injured perfon. 
He obferved, that the infufficiency of the 
law was frequently not fo much owing to 
the law itfelf, aste the remiffnefs of thofe 
who were to putit in execution ; and hence 
the legiflature was often called on to pu- 
nifh by rigorous penaities, the negligence 
of the Magiftrates on the inadvertencies 
of the poor. He recommended a revifion 
of the whole criminal law, which in ite 
prefent flate he thought abominable, 
On a divifion, there appeared 


For committing the bill, 42 
Againtft it, _ 21 
Majority 3° 


Mr. Gilbert brought up the report from 
the Committee of Supply, which was read, 
and the feveral refolutions agreed to with 
out oppofition. 

Mr. Tierney rofe to give notice, that on 
Friday fe’nnight it was his intention to 
fubmit a propofition to the Houfe on the 
fubje& of the Slave Trade. The obje& of 
it was to divide the bufinefs into two dif- 
tiné branches, namely, that which regards 
the interefts of the planters as diftinguifh- 
ed from the trade carried on by the Afri- 
can merchants for fapplying the foreign 
Weft India iflands with flaves. 

Mr. Pitt faid, that as far as the Honore 
able Gentleman had explained the purport 
of his motion, he certainly fhould oppofe 
it, becaufe he thought it utterly impra@i- 
cable, in the prefent ftage of the bufinels, 
to feparate the interefts of the African 
merchants and the planters. 

Mr. Tierney replied, that adopting the 
plan he had fuggefted, would tend to faci- 
litate the bufine{s, as well as operate to the 
benefit of the planter. The trade of the 
African merchants was not interrupted by 
the bufinefs before the Houfe ; but he be- 
lieved it would be difficult, if not imprac- 
ticable, for a proprietor of a Welt India 
eftate to difpofe of it till the Houfe fhould 
determine on the refolutions before them. 
He wifhed that the intereft of the planters 
fhould be confidered before they went into 
the general queftion of the African trade, 

Lord Maitland, Mr. W. Smith, and Mr. 
Wilberforce, {poke each a few words, de- 
claring their difapprobation of interrupt- 
ing the bufinefs by fuch a praétice as the 
Hon, Gentleman had mentioned. 

The order of the day was then moved, 
ang the Houfe, in a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, refumed the ae 

© 











ef the witneffes. After which. they ad- 
journed to Friday the 5th of June. 


Fripay, June 5. 


Mr. Hat/ell acquainted the Houfe, that 
he had received a letter from the Speaker, 
which he begged leaveto read. The let- 
ter ftated, that the King had been pleafed 
to appoint Mr. Grenville one of his Ma- 
jefty’s principal Secretaries of State, which, 
as it vacated his feat in Parliament, made 
it impoflible for him to attend the Houfe 
as their Speaker. It concluded with his 
thanks to the Houfe for the favor and in- 
dulgence they had fhewn him during the 
time he had the honor to fit in their chair. 

The mace having been brought in by 
the Serjeant, it was put under the table. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then rofe, 
and faid, it was his Majefty’s defire that 
there fhould be as little interruption to 
the public bufinefs as poffible; for that 
purpofe his Majefty had been pleafed to 
give the Houfe leave to proceed immedi- 
ately to the choice of a new Speaker, and 
that he would receive his Majelty’s appro- 
bation in the Houfe of Peers on Tuefday. 

Mr. Pitt then moved, that the Houfe do 
adjourn to Monday, then to eleét a Speak- 
er; which was agreed to, and they im- 
miecdiately adjourned. 


HOUSE os LORDS, 
Monpay, fFune 8, 


HIS Royal Highnefs the Duke of Clarence 
was introduced, with the cuftomary cere- 
monies, by the Duke of Montague and 
the Duke of Chandos, and his patent be- 
ing read, the ufual oaths were adminifter. 
ed to him. His Royal Highnefs then 
took his feat, ona chair of ftete on the left 
of the throne. 

Heard Counfel on an appeal from the 
Court of Seffion in Scotland, Meff, Wood 
and Co, appellgnts, and Hamilton, 
refpondent. 

The Lords were, upon motion, ordered 
to be fummoned to attend his Majefty in 
the Houfe of Lords to-morrow, 





HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Monpay, fune 8. 


THE Marquis of Graham rofe, and after 
adverting to the honorable fituation to 
which their late Speaker had been called, 
faid, it gave him great pleafure to propofe, 
as a fit perfon to fill the vacant chair, a 
gentleman who not only poileffed the 
higheft qualifications, byt qualifications 
peculiarly fitted for diicharging the duties 
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of fo important and difficult an office, 
There was one circumftance, which thofe 
who were ftrangers to his Hon. Friend 
might think an objcétion; that was—his 
youth ; but he truited that thofe who were 
acquainted with him, and who knew the 
maturity of his underftanding, would con- 
fider this rather as a recommendation, 
fince it might be expeéted that the vigor 
of his conftitution would enable him to 
fupport the fatigues of the ftation, and 
facilitate the difpatch of bufinefs. Be- 
fides, his Hon. Friend had been regularly 
bred to the bar, and was known to have 
paid particular attention to the forms of 
the Houfe. He concluded his fpeech 
with propofing, that way & Addington, 
Efq. Member for Devizes, be appointed 
Speaker. 

Mr. Grofvenor feconded the motion. 

Mr. W, Ellis faid, that as far as he knew 
of the Honorable Gentleman who had 
been propofed by the Noble Marquis, 
every thing was in his favor; but there 
was one thing, which did not depend on 
himfelf, and that was his experiesce, 
Great {kill was requifite to direct and to 
calm the ftorms which fometimes arofe in 
the heat of debate; and, in doing that, 
much depended, not only on the actual 
experience of the Speaker, but on the opi- 
nion which the Houfe entertained of that 
experience. It was true, he might derive 
great affiftance in conduéting public bufi- 
nefs, from the abilities of the gentleman 
whofe duty it was to regifter the proceed- 
ings of the Houfe; but the very circum- 
ftance of being obliged to rely on that af 
fiftance, would tend to lower him in the 
efteem of the Houle, and to leffen that 
weight and authority which he ought to 
poflefs. Let the Honorable Gentleman, 
therefore, wait till time had added expe. 
rience to his other qualifications; and ia 
the mean time, he begged leave to recom. 
mend Sir Gilbert Elliot to fill the chair, 
who would fee with fatisfa&tion fo pro- 
mifing a plant grow up under his fhade, 

Mr. F. Montague feconded Mr. Ellis’¢ 
motion, and ftrongly recommended Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, whofe mildnefs, joined to 
the utmoft firmne({s of charaéter, rendered 
him peculiarly fit to conciliate attention, 
and preferve order. 

Mr. Addington faid, that, agitated as 
his mind was, it wasimpoflible for him 
to exprefs, as he ought, his gratitude for 
the kindnefs and partiality of the Noble 
Marguis, and the Hon. Gentleman who 
had feconded the motion for calling him 
to the Chair. He was not a ftranger to 
the qualities that were neceffary to fill 
that office, while he felt that he did not 
poffefs them. The forms of Parliament, 
which it was the Speaker’s duty to watch 
over, were the bulwarks of the Confti- 
tution. Thorights aad privileges of the 
Commons, 
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Commons, were the rights and privileges 
ef the people; and in proportion as he 
‘was acquainted with what the duties of a 
Speaker yore he felt his own infuffi- 
ciency to difcharge them. He paid fome 
compliments to Sir Gilbert Elliot, and 
expreffed his hope that the fuperior talents 
and experience of that Gentleman would 
be preferred to his. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, after thanking his two 
Right Hon. Friends for the honor they 
had done him, obferved, that the happi- 
nefs and profperity of the country de- 
pended on maintaining the dignity of 
the Commons. and holding the Houfe up 
as high as poflible in the opinion of their 
conftituents, andthe world. In orderto 
do this, it was of much importance to 
confider in what manner they filled the 
Chair. The fituation might give dignity 
to whoever was raifed to it;° but the 
Houfe would not do their duty, if they 
placed a man in it who had nothing of his 
own to recommend him. Inthe Houfe 
there were many perfons who might jufti- 
fy their choice, but he did not feel him- 
felf to be one of thofe. He profeffed 
great regard and refpeé& for Mr. ‘Adding- 
ton, and fhould therefore vote for his be- 
ing called to the Chair, 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Martin, 
fupported Sir Gilbert Elliot; and Mr, 
Carew felt himfelf irrefiftibly impelled to 
give the preference to his Hon, Friend 
Mr, Addington, from the long and inti- 
mate knowledge which he had of his abi- 
lities and chara@er. 

On the queftion being called for, the 
gallery was cleared, and the Houfe divid- 
ed, when there appeared, 

For Mr. Addington, 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, 


215 
142 
Majority 73 
Mr. Addington was then conduéted to 
the Chair by the Marquis of Graham and 
Mr. Grofvenor, after which the Houfe 
adjourned, 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Tuespay, Func g. 


AT one o’clock the Lord Chancellor 
took his feat, and prayers were read by 
thé Bifhop of St. David’s. His Majelty, 
at thirty-five minutes after two, came in 
fate to the Houfe of Peers. After being 
robed in the Prince’s Chamber, and his 
Crown put upon his head, his Majefty en- 
tered the Houfe, and afcended the Throne. 
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales 
fat in a Chair of State on the right hand, 
and their Royal Highneffes the Dukes of 
York and Clarence on his left, 

Sir F..Mollincaux having been dire&ed 
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by the Lord Chancellor to wait upon the 
Houfe of Commons, and command their 
attendance upon his Majefty in the Upper 
Chamber of Parliament, the new Speaker, 
with the proper officers, proceeded to the 
Houfe of Lords, with upwards of two 
hundred Members in histrain, The ufual 
reverences to the Sovereign being made 
and returned, Mr. Addington, the Speak- 
er, appreached the Bar, and in a fhort 
fpeech ftated the peculiar fituation in 
which he ftood. The Commons had ap- 
pointed him their Speaker; the important 
duties incumbent upon that fituation he 
was fully fenfible of, as well as of his own 
incapacity ; and concluded by {upplicating 
his Majefty to excufe him from taking up- 
on him an office, the duties of which he 
could not but feel he was incompetent to 
fuftain, 

The Lord Chancellor, after having takea 
his Majelty's directions, faid, 

“© Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons, 

“ His Majefty has moft gracioufly beén 
pleafed to fignify his entire approbation 
of the choice which his faithful Commons 
have made of a Speaker, At the fame 
time he has taken into his Royal confider- 
ation the prayer which you, Mr. Speaker, 
have made at the Bar, that you might be 
excufed from undertaking the arduous du- 
ties of that office, under the impreflion of 
inexperience and incompetency, His 
Majefty, however, confiders your excufe 
as a ftrong proof of the intrinfic worth of 
. charaéter and abilities, and therefore 
1e cannot excufe you from entering upon 
the duties of that important office. His 
Majefty has likewife commanded me to 
declare, that he readily and with pleafure 
confirms all the privileges which have 
been ufually enjoyed by your predecefflors 
in office.’’ 

The Speaker then bowed, and withdrew 
from the Bar, and the greater part of the 
Members followed him. His Majefty 
then left the Throne, and retired to un- 
robe; after which he returned to St. 
James’s Palace. 

At four the Houfe was refumed, and 
the order of the day being then read for 
a fecond reading of Lord Stanhope’s bill 
to repeal all the laws which impole fines, 
penalties, and corporal punifhments for 
the breach of certain Ecclefiaftical Ordi- 
nances, 

The Archbifhop of Canterbury rofe, and 
in a {peech of confiderable length, oppojed 
the bill, as tending to {weep away all or- 
der and fubordination in the religion of 
this country, and to eftablith fanaticifm in 
its ftead; to unloofe the bands of fociety, 
and, under pretence of eftablifhing religi- 
ous liberty, to open the door to every fpe- 
cies of licentioufnefs. His Lordthip very 
candidly acknowledged, that there were 
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feveral of the penal aéts upon the Starute 
Book which he could with to fee repeal- 
ed; but it was impoffible that this could 
ever take place in the rafh and intemperate 
manner in which the prefent bill appeared 
before the Houfe, which fwept away all 
the Ecclefiaftical laws without deliberation 
or difcrimination. He therefore moved 
to rejeé the bill. 

The Bifhops of St. Afaph, Bangor, and 
St. David’s, followed the Archbifhop in 
the fame chain of argument. 

Earl Stanhope rofe to defend his bill, and 
after touching on the canons of the church, 
of which he faid the Reverend Bi- 
thops feemed to be peculiarly tenacious, 
obferved, that one of thefe canons ftrictly 
forbade any prieft or vicar, or other ec- 
elefiaftical perfon, under certain pains and 
penalties, hon cafting out devils, laying of 
ghofts or hodgoblins, unlefs he had a licence 
from a Bifhopto perform that folemn 
ceremony!!! He appealed to their 
Lardthips, to know whether common 
fenfe could enduse fuch a mockery of our 
holy religion? Another of the canons 
very gravely gives a fick man leave to wear 
his might cap in church, during divine 
fervice! So that the poor wretch muft be 
obliged to vifit the church once in a month, 
whatever his ftate of health might be, 
otherwife he would incur the dreadful fen- 
tence of the a&t of Parliament; but then 
there was a falvo, namely a night cap. The 
idea was too ridiculousto endure. His Lord- 
fhip went on in this ftrain for a confider- 
able time, and then adverted to fome of 
the aéts which had been pafled in favor 
of the Clergy, namely, the 14th of Henry 
VI. wherein they were pardoned from all 
erimes, murders, rapes, &c. &c. When 
this bill paffed, the Commons hefitated 
upon the pardon for rapes, becaufe it im- 
plied force and violence, the commiilion 
of which was acrime at Common Law; 
but the advocates for the Clergy eafily got 
ever this obftacle, by faying that the crime 
was only a gentle force; and under this 
— the a&t of pardon paffed. Far 

ifferent was the cafe of the Laity; they 
could obtain no pardon, either from Par- 
liament or from their Ghoftly Fathers, 
anlefs, indeed, like St. Paul, they could 
exclaim, ** With a great fum purchafed I 
this freedom.” 

Lord Stormont thought the moft advife- 
able mode would be to feleét a Commit- 

» to examine into thofe obfolete laws, 

Aid to confider which it would be necef- 
fary to repeal, and which might, with- 
out detriment or, incovenience, remain 
upon the Statute Book. 

waar queftion being put, the bill was 


Earl Stanhope, finding his bill loft, with- 
ed immediately to bring in another, for 
the relicf of Quakers, from an att of thr 

Vou, 111, 
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27th of Henry VIII. and to have it read a 
firft time. 

The Chanceller hinted, that it would be 
more regular to move for the firft reading 
of that bill on another day. 

Earl Stanhope acquiefced, and the Houfe 
then adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Turspay, June g. 


_ The Speaker, having returned from the 

gHoufe of Lords, acquainted the Houfe 
from the Chair, that his Majefty had been 
pleafed to approve of the choice they had 
made in eleéting him to the office which 
he held. He expreffed the grateful fenfe 
that he entcrtained of the honor conferred 
upon him, and trufted that in his endea- 
vours to difcharge his duty, by preferving 
the forms, and fupporting the rights and 
privileges of the Commons, he fhould be 
affifted by their protection 

The order of the day being read for 
calling over the Houfe, 

Mr. Alderman Newnham rofe to exprefs 
the regret that he felt in moving for a call 
of the Houfe at fo late a feafon, which was 
particularly inconvenient to a very re- 
{peétable part of the Houfe, the country 
gentlemen. The importance of the bufi- 
nefs was the only apology he could offer ; 
but before he made any farther motion, 
he withed to know whether it was intend- 
ed to bring forward any final refolution 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obferved, 
that in the prefent flage of the bufinefs it 
was impoflible to fay whether the queftion 
concerning the abolition of the Slave 
Trade could be brought to a conclufion in 
the prefent feflion or not. At all events 
it was necefflary that they fhould make as 
much progrefs as pofible; on that account 
he fuggefted the propriety of pottponing 
the call of the Houle for a week or a fort- 
night. 

After fome further converfation, in 
which Mr. Wilberforce, Colonel Phipps, 
Mr. Pitt, Lord Penrhyn, Lord Marttland, 
Sir Grey Cooper, and other members bore 
a part, Alderman Newniam moved that 
the Houfe thould be called over that day 
fortnight, which wasagreed to. 

This matter being fertied, the Alder- 
man moved for leave to bring up a petition 
from the Comninittee appointed by the 
African Company, praying fo. a certain 
fum for building forts on the coaft, for she 
protection of their trade. 

Mr, Prlt had no objection to receiving 
the petition, but he hoped the money. 
would be applied to more ufeful purpofes, 
The petition was receivec, and ordered 
to Ne onthe tabie. 

Q4 HOUSE 





306 


WEDNESDAY, fune10o, 


The order of the day for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means being read, and the various 
public papers and accounts being referred 
to the Committee, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that 
although in laying before the Committee 
an account of the national expenditure and 
the national income, he fhould have occa- 
fion to bring forward a large demand for 
the enfuing year, above the ordinary 
-amount of what might have been expeéted 
as a peace eftablifhment, and to have re- 
courfe to extraordinary means of providing 
for that demand, yet he had no doubt but 
that a fair review of the revenue, and of 
the circumftances that had occafioned this 
extraordinary demand, would confirm all 
that he had ever afferted of the improving 
ftate of the country ; and, inftead of weak- 
ening, would corroborate the expeétations 
that had been held out to the Houfe four 
years ago, by the report of the Committee 
appointed to examine the public accounts. 
He then ftated the fupplies voted for the 
fervice of the prefent year. Forthe ordina- 
ry and extraordinary of tne Navy, 
2,328.5701. For the Army 1,517,00vl. 
befides a fum for extraordinaries of 
g08,co0ol. which being in faé already paid 
o«t of fums that had cafually fallen into 
the Exchequer, did not remain to be pro- 
vided for. For the Ordnance 713,000l. 
For money paid to the Loyalifts 555,000. 
For the maintenance of the conviéts 
§6,0001, To make good the deficiency 
of the Land and Malt Tax 50,0001. 
Thefe, with the {ums for plantation fer- 
vices, monies advanced in confequence 
of addreffes, and to the different Boards, 
made the whole fupply for the year 1789 
amount to 5,539,000l. 

To this was to be added, for the prefent, 
191,000l, to make guod the like tum ad- 
vanced for foreign fecret fervice from the 
Civil Lift. This fum, however, would 
not eventually add to the expences of the 
country, becaule it was to be repaid, with 
iatereft, by inftalments, which | inftal- 
ments would be regularly applied to the 
difcharge of the moncy borrowed in con- 
fequence of this loan; and he did not 
imagine the Committee would think it 
improper to make it good to the Civil 
Lift in the mean time. The total fupply 
for the prefent year would then be 
§9730,c001. 

Having then teken a view of the Ways 
and Means, which amounted, after all 
deduétions, to 5,800,oc0l. or about 70,0001. 
snore than the fupply, it remained only 
to provide fur the aaicrcft of the million to 
be borrowed, and for the ium leit to the 
revenue by the repeal of the fhop tax, 

In providing ius the million to be 
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raifed by loan, he had felt it his duty te 
eftablifh a principal that might confirm 
thecredit and the confidence arifing from 
the unalienable application of a Sinking 
Fund, For this purpofe, it was indifpen- 
fible either to encreafe the Sinking Fund 
in proportion to the additional debt, or 
to add to the prefent taxes without making 
any addition to the funded debt. The 
latter method he preferred, as being more 
fecure againft any alienation of the Sinking 
Fund, and enabling him to take advantage 
of the {pirit of adventure to which the 
prefent abundance of money in the market 
gave rife. He meant to raife a million by 
annuities with benefit of furvivorfhip; by 
which means a tax would be raifed, which 
in time muft extinguifh itfelf, and no ad- 
dition be made to the public debt, Cal- 
culating on the moft approved tables of 
lives, and reckoning the intereft of money 
from the three per cents. at about four 
percent. he had found that the intereft on 
the whole would be about ql. 10s, per 
cent. The perfons who agreed for the 
whole had allowed a fmall premium of 
2,500]. It was part of the terms that no 
more than 1oool, a year fhould ever be re- 
ceived on the fum of 100]. a matter not of 
much confequence, perhaps, but as it 
might guard againft any uncommon length 
of furvivorfhip, fo far it was in favor of 
the public. The fubfcribers were divided 
into fix claffes, and it was computed that 
an equal fum would be fubfcribed by each ; 
but as more of one clafs might offer than 
of any other, the contraétors were not to 
be confined on this head. The interctft, 
therefore, could not be precifely afcer- 
tained till the fubfcription was full, but 
might be taken at 44,750l.. To replace 
the fum lent from the Civil Lift, he meant 
to raife 290,000l, by fhort annuities, 
which the inftalments received in payment 
would anfwer; ard in doing this he had 
made an a@conomical bargain for the pub- 
lic. 

The fhop tax had produced laft year 
about 56,000]. which, with the Tontine 
Annuities, would make about 100,000l, 
to be raifed by new taxes. To do this he 
propofed an augmentation of certain 
ftamp duties. ft An additional halfpen- 
ny on every newfpaper, which would 
produce 28,o00l.; fixpence additional on 
each advertifement, goool.; fixpence ad- 
ditional on cards and dice, gocol ; aa 
additional duty on probates of wills, im 
proportion to the {um bequeathed, 18,2641, 
on legacies to collateral relations, s000l 5 
making in all, by ftemp duties, 69,2611. 
On horfes and carriages—On one carriage 
an addition of oné eighth of the prefent 
duty; on two, an addition of one pound 
for the firft, and of two for the fecond ; 
on three or more, one pound for the firlt, 
and three for all the relt; on two horles, 
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ad addition for the firft, but five thillings 
for the fecond; on three, four, or five 
horfes, feven thillings and fixpence for all 
above one; on more than five, ten fhil- 
lings; making in all, with the additional 
ftamp dutics, about 111,000]. He con- 
cluded with obferving, that he had ftudied 
economy in the loan, and that the taxes 
were fuch as would not, in any refpeét, 
bear hard on the poor, or thofe who could 
not afford to pay towards them, and mov- 
ed his firft refolution. 

Mr. Sheridan endeavoured to confute 
fome of Mr. Pitt’s affertions, refpe@ting 
the profperous ftate of the nation; con- 
cluded his fpeech with faying, that he 
fhould move for certain papers; and alfo 
that they fhould go into a Committce to 
confider them. 

The refolutions moved by the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer being agreed to with- 
out a divifion, the report was ordered to 
be brought up to morrow; after which 
the Houle adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuurspay, June 11, 


THE Lords fent a meflage to the Com- 
mons, acquainting them that their Lord- 
fhips would farther proceed in the trial of 
Warren Haftings, Efg. on Wednefday 
next. 

Several bills were received from the 
Commons, and reac a firft time; after 
which the Houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Tuurspay, June 12. 


THE order of the day being read for 
recciving the report of the Budget, 

Lord Newhaven faid, on a matter of fo 
much importance, he wifhed for fomead- 
ditional information. He had takendown 
the different articles of Supply, and of 
Ways and Means, as accurately as he 
could; and on trying to flrike a balance 
between them, it appeared by his account, 
that the Supply exceeded the Ways and 
Means by feveral hundred thoufand 
pounds. He found alfo, that the fum lent 
from the Civil Lift for fecret fervices was 
only 182,000. and it was ftated in the 
Supply 19:,0001. 

Mr. Steele briefly went over the feveral 
atticles of the Budget, as ftated by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Com- 
mittee, and ftruck a balance as he had 
done in favor of the Ways and Means. 
@n all money iffued from the Civil Lift 
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there was a charge, by a of Parliament, 
of two and a half per cent. and in patling 
through the Exchequer a charge of two 
and a half more, the amount of which, 
added to 182,000]. made the exa& fum 
ftated in the Supply. He obferved alfo, 
that there was a confiderable arrear 
of taxes, which by care and diligence 
would certainly be brought into the Ex- 
chequer, and increafe the confolidated 
cont 

Lord Newhavenfaid,he had afked only for 
information. With refpeét to the arrears 
of taxes, he fhould take another opportu- 
nity of enquiring into that fubjeé. 
Mr. Huj/cy faid, on comparing the fixed 
annual expenditure with the annual in- 
come, there appeared to be a balance of 
little more than four millions to provide 
for the army, the navy, the ordnance, 
and the various other fervices that were 
voted annually. If then the expence of 
thofe fervices was to exceed five millions, 
which it did forthe prefent year, by what 
means was a million to be applied to the 
reduétion of the national debt? It was 
his earneft with to find that a real furplus, 
but he could not conceive how it was to 
arife, while the expenditure for annual 
fervices continued fo high as at prefent. 

The Chancellor of the Extheguer faid, he 
was glad to find it at length admitted, 
that the annual income was greater than it 
had been calculated by the Committee of 
Revenue four years ago. With regard to 
the great expenditure for annual ‘ervices, 
Gentlemen would recolleé&, that the pe- 
riod at which the Committee had calcu- 
lated thofe fervices would be reduced to 
what might be confidered as a permanent 
peace eftablifhment, was not yet arrived. 
It was true that, owing to unforefeen cir- 
cumftances, the expence of feveral de- 
partments was confiderably encreafed this 
year; but he knew of no part of that ex- 
pence that would be permanent, except 
100,000l. a year for the army. It was 
impoflible to fay, that circumftances would 
not arife which might prevent fucha ree 
duftion, as there wasevery reafon to hope 
and believe would be made. If fuch cir- 
cumftances fhould arife, new aids muft be 
found to defray the expence. Al] thet he 
had ever contended for was, that, judging 
from prefent appearances, there was no 
reafon to think that fuch aids would be 
neceflary. There was, befides, good 
ground for hoping that, if unforefeen ex- 
pences fhould arife, the growing produce 
of the taxes, under fuch regulations as 
might be, and were to be provided, would 
be eqnal to thofe expences. A regulation 
of this fort he had already intimated his 
intention of carrying into effe& this fefhon 
with regard to the duties on tobacco; and 
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he took the opportunity of giving notice, 
that, on Monday next, he fhoula {ubmit 
to the Houfe a propofition for putting them 
under the management of the Excife. 

Mr. Sheridan, Sir Grey Cooper, Sir 
Charles Middleton, and fome other Mem- 
bers fpoke, after which the refolutions of 
the Committee were read, and on the 
queftion being put, were agreed to with- 
out a divifion, 

The order of the day was then read, 
and the Houfe refumed the confideration 
bf the Slave Trade, in a Committee, Sir 
William Dolben in the Chair, After pro- 
ceeding to the examination of evidence, 
the Houfe adjourned, 





HOUSE or LORDS, 
Farpay, Func ta. 


HEARD Counfel oma Scots appeal. 
Several private bills were received from 
the Commons. Heard Counfel on Ara- 
bin’s Divorce bill. The bil] was read a 
fecond time, and ordered to be commit- 
ted. Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Fripay, June 12, 


THE County Ele€ion bill was read a 
fecond time, and ordered to be commit- 
ted on Tuefday next. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
to difcharge the order for going into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe to confider 
of the duties on tobacco on Monday next, 
and to make a new order for Tuefday 
next, becaufe he had reccived an intima- 
tion from the dealers in that article that 
théy could not be ready on Monday next. 

The Committee on the Weftminfter In- 
furance bill was adjourned to Monday. 

The Houfe then refolved into a Com- 
mittee of Supply, and the articles of the 
Budget remaining to be voted were agreed 
to without any debate. 

The Committee on the Slave Trade was 
refumed, and after hearing further evi- 
dence, the Houfe adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Monpnay, June 15. 


THE motion for refolving into a Com- 
mittee on the Highland Society Bill, 
brought on a converfation b:tween the 
Lard Chancellor and Lord Hopeton. 

The Chancellor obferved, that the dif- 
annexing a& having direéted the forfeited 
efates to be reftered to the heirs of the 
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original proprietors, and that the produad 
of {uch of them as there were no heirs to 
claim, fhould be at the difpofal of Parlia- 
ment, he could not conceive that by the 
words at the difpofal of Parliament, it was 
meant that the produce of thofe unclaim- 
ed eftates fhould be fcrambled for by dint 
of favor or intereft with the Minifter for 
the time being; on the contrary, the 
words feemed to him clearly to imply, 
that it was to be applied by Parliament to 
the public fervice. 

Lord Hopceton faid, it had been wifcly 
and gencroufly refolved by Parliament, 
that the produce of the forfeited eftates 
fhould be applied to public purpofes in 
Scotland, for the improvement of that 
part of the country in which they chiefly 
lay. He cea A oth the various pur- 
poles to which the money arifing from 
thofe eftates had been applied before the 
difannexing at, and contended, that the 
grant to the Highland Society was ftri@ly 
confiftent with the original plan, 

The Chancellor replied, that if the money 
were once difpofed of on any general 
principle clearly underftood, he thould 
have no objeétion toit, whether it were for 
the civilization of the Highlands; which 
he had hoped was completed, or for the 
promotion of any other plan; but he 
thought money could not well be in a worfe 
fituation than where it was to be the ob- 
je& of competition by different interefts 
before the Minifter, 

The Houfe then refolved into a Com- 
mittee, and the bill was gone through, 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE er COMMONS, ~ 
Monpav, June 15. 


Mr, Dundas moved for leave to brin 
in a bill for the relief of the Minifters an 
Laymen of the Epifcopal communion in 
Scotland. A very material change, he 
obferved, had lately taken place in the 

litical opinions of thofe people, who, 
ince the death ‘of the late Pretender, had 
acknowledged the title of the selene 
family, and agreed to pray for the King. 
It was the intention of the bill to repeal 
the penal aéts in force again{t them, and to 
put them on the fame footing with the 
Englith Proteftant diffenters 

Mr. Dempfler {econded the motion. 

The Houle refolved into 2 Committee 
on it; leave was given, the bill was 
brought in, read a firft time, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Burgefs moved to refolve into a 
Committee on the bill for the relief of 
debtors, and the more fpeedy payment 
of creditors, - 
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Mr. Wigley oppofed the further progrefs 
ef the bill, as laying additional incum-~ 
brances on creditors, as eftablifhing a per- 
petual infolvent aét, as preventing any 
debtor from obtaining his difcharge who 
did not pay ten fhillings in the pound, 
and as adding improperly to the hard- 

ips of sans Seam 2 for debt. 

Mr. Burgefs faid, the bill had under- 
gone fo many alterations in a Committee 
above ftairs,- that the Houfe could not 
know the contents of it without going in- 
t6 a Committee: as the prefent was not 
the proper ftage to debate the feveral 
claufes, he trulted, that, as the general 


FOREIGN IN 


St. PeterBurgh, Sept. 4. 
DVICES es ge i, yefterday 
from the Commander in Chief of the 
army in Finland, that the Swedes had re- 
paffed the Kymen, and had entirely eva- 
cuated the Ruffian territory. 

_ Stockholm, Sept. 8. Accounts were re- 
ceived here this morning, that the Kin 
of Sweden had quitted the neighhourhoo 
of Hogfors, and fallen back to the fron- 
tiers of hisowndominiens, The Ruflians 
attempted to cut off the Swedith garrifon 
in their retreat; in which they would pro- 
bably have facceeded, had it not been for 
the fpirited efforts of a battalion of the 
Weft-Gotha-Dal regiment, who prevented 
the landing of the enemy’s troops that had 
been embarked in thirteen gallies, witha 
view to effet a defcent at fome diftance 
from that fortrefs, 

A report having been fpread that the 
Ruffians had formed the projeé& of fend- 
ing a part of their yd “te fleet, with 
troops, to attempt a landing near this ca- 
pital, orders have been iffued for armin 
and difciplining the city militia; poe 
every neceflary precaution is taken for the 
defence of the neighboring-coafts, 

Vienna, Sept. 9. The Emperor, who 
removed to Hetzendorf on Thurfday 
lait, begins already to benefit from the 
change of air, and his Imperial Majefty is 
now in-a better ftate of health than he has 
been in at any time for the laf five 
moaths. 

An account was publifhed here on Sun- 
day evening lalt, by which it appears, 
that on the 28th ult. the Turks were again 
defeated by the corps under General ( lair- 
fait, and obliged to take refuge in the 
fortrefs of Orfova. 

The march of the Grand Army from 
Weiffkirchea for Syrmia began on the 
30th ult. in three columns, by different’ 
reutes, which are to rendezvous in the 
vicinity of Opova, and to be afterwards 

joined by the Croatian army, which has 
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purpofe of the bill was a good ane, the 
Houfe would not difmifs it without con- 
fideration. 
The Houfe divided, 
Ayes for committing the bill, gr 
Noes, 12 





Majority 19 

The bill paffed the ‘ ommittee without 
any debate, and the report was ordered ta 
be received on Thurfday. 

The Houfe then refolved into a Come 
mittee on the Slave Trade, and heard fare 
ther evidence; after which they ad- 
journed, 


TELLIGENCE. 


hitherto been encamped at Ruma. The 
whole force intended for the attack of 
Belgrade is computcd at upwards of {c- 
venty thoufand men. 

St. Peterfourgh, Sept. 10. Yelterday 
being the auniverfary of the name-day 
of his Imperial Highnefs the Great Duke 
Alexander Paulovitz, and the feaft-day of 
St. Alexander Newfsky, it was celebrated 
at Court, asufual, in grand Gala, and in 
the evening there was a ball. 

Vienna, Sept. 12. The Emperor, per- 
ceiving his recovery to be confirmed by 
the progreflive amendment in his health, 
has now difmiffed his medical attendants, 
after rewarding them in the moft liberal 
manner. Baron Storck, his firh phyG- 
cian, and M. Brambilla, his principal fur- 

eon, have received the fum of one thou- 
and fovereigns each, anda ring of the va- 
lue of one thoufand ducatt The inferior 
phyficians and furgeons, and all the do- 
meftics of every defcription that have been 
about his Majefty’s perfon at Laxembourg, 
have been alfo rewarded in proportion to 
their rank and fervices. Since his re- 
moval to Hetzendorff his Majefty has made 
feveral excurfions in the environs of that 
place ; and yefterday morning he took an 
airing on horfeback, as far as to the lines 
of this city. 

Marfhal Haddick returned here on 
Thurfday <vening much recoyered. On 
the gd of this month Marhhal Laudoha 
returned to Semlin, and on the next day 
the Archduke arrived at that place. Mar- 
fhal Pellegrini is ftill at Peterwaredin. 

Drefaen, Sept. 16. M. de Malachow- 
fky, the Polifh Envoy to this Court, is 
arrived, and has had an audience of the 
Eleétox to prefent his credentials. 

Berlin, Sept. 14. The difference be- 
tween the Ruffian and Swedifh accounts 
received here of the aétion between the 
two coafting fleets, on the eqth ult. is fe 
great, as to make it extremely difficult te 
form a juli idea of the refult, or of the 
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eonfequences which may enfue ; but, upon 
the whole, it is believed that the Sweaith 
galleys, which made good their retreat, 
are not rendered unfit for fervice; and that 
they are wot | numerous to prevent 
the Ruffians from having a decided fupe- 
riority. This opinion is confirmed by 
the certainty of the King of Sweden’s 
having received a confiderable reinforce- 
mhent of troops and ftores, which make 
his force by land fuperior to that of Ruf- 
fia, and may enable him to fupport him- 
felf during the few remaining weéks that 
this campaign can laft. 

Vienna, Sept.1g An Eftafette arrived 
here yefterday from Marfhal Laudohn, 
with intelligence that the army from Weiff- 
kirchen effected the paflage of the Da- 
nube on the 8th inftant, and on the even- 
ing of that day encamped at Banofze. 
After its junétion with the corps from 
Croatia, the whole army marched forward 
to Paliofze, where it arrived cn the 10th, 
In the morning of the 11th, before day 
break, the advanced guard, under the 
command of the Prince of Waldeck, paf- 
fed the Save, in boats, from Patiofze to 
Oftrowitza, and halted at Schelnefnik. 
The reft of the army alfo croffed that river 
the next morning, in three divifions, and 
advanced to join the Prince of Waldeck, 
In the evening of the 12th the whole army 
encamped on the heights of Dedina, which 
command the lines of circumvallation 
conftruéted by Prince Eugene, when he 
befieged Belgrade in the year 1717. The 
Imperial army met with no oppofition 
from the enemy during its march, One of 
the Turkifh armies is ftationed at I{mail, 
another at Rufchuck, and a third in the 
vicinity of Bender. The Pacha of Rome- 
lia was, on the 12th inflant, within fix 
German miles of the Imperialifts; but 
his whole force is faid not to exceed thirty 
thoufand men. 

Vienna, Sept. 23. Advices have been 
received here, that Prince Potemkin’s 
army paffed the Dnicfter on the 20th in- 
ftant. 

Vienna, Sept.26 Intelligence has been 
received here of the trenches having been 
opened before Belgrade, both on the 
heights, where Marfhal Laudohn’s army 
is pofted, and on the Banks of the Save, 
(in the front of Semlin) where Prince de 
Ligne commands. 

Madrid, Sept, 28. On the ert inftant, 
being the day appointed for the ceremony 
of the King of Spain’s Coronation, or, as 
it ishere termed, his Public Entry, their 
Catholick Majefties, together with all the 
Royal family of Spain, in different ftate 
coaches, preceded by the three compa- 
nies of life guards, and the great officers 
of ftate, and followed by the attendants 
in waiting of each individual of the Royal 
family, in different ftate caftiages,. form- 
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ing altogether a moft numerous, fplendid, 
and magnificent proceffion, left the Pa- 
lace about fix o’clock in the evening, and 
proceeded through fome of the principal 
ftreets of this city, to the church of St, 
Mary, where Te Deum was fung; and 
from thence their Majefties returned, in 
like manner, through other ftreets, to the 
Palace. The ftreets through which the 
proceffion paffed were lined with the foot 
guards and the other troops in garrifon 
here, and orders had been previoufly 
given for all the houfes to be decorated 
and illuminated, in the beft manner pof. 
fible, on that and the two following days. 

On the ged, in the afternoon, their 
Majefties and the Royal family went in the 
fame ftate to the Plaza Mayor, or princi- 
pal fquare in the city, to fee the Royal 
Bull Feaft. On fuch occafions it has been 
the ancient cuftom for the bulls to be 
fought by noblemen, or gentlemen of 
diftinguifhed birth: on the prefent, four 
gentlemen entered the lifts, and fought 
the fix firft bulls on horfeback. They 
have been rewarded, inthe ufual manner, 
with a penfion, and with the rank of Cae 
ballerizo de Campo, or Equerry to the King. 
The reft of the bulls were fought by the 
moft famous bull fighters that could be 
colle€ted from every part of the kingdom, 
The balconies of the firft, fecond, and 
third ftories of the houfes in the fquare 
were appropriated to the reception of the 
great officers of ftate and thcir ladies, of 
both the male and female part of the 
Royal houfhold, the members of the 
council of Caftile, thofe of the other fu- 
preme councils of the kingdom, and of 
the heads of many other departments of 
the ftate, who all attended with their la- 
dies, in court dreffes. The ambaffadors, 
and other foreign minifters, were invited 
to the feaft, and a balcony was allotted to 
each. The ambaffadors had their feats on 
the firft ftory, and the minifters of the fe- 
cond order and the charge des affaires on 
the fecond. By the moft exa& computa- 
tion of the number of fpeétators in the 
fquare, they amounted to about forty-five 
thoufand. 

On the 23d their Majefties and the 
Royal family went early in the morning, 
in private, to the Old Palace of the Buen 
Retiro, to which the church of St. Jerome 
joins. At nine o’clock the King and 
Queen, with the Prince of Afturias and 
the Infant Don Antonio, entered the 
church, Their Majefties took their feats 
ona throne to the right of the high altar, 
and the Prince of Afturias and the Infant 
Don Antonio on chairs, to the left of the 
throne, oppofite to which was feated the 
Cardinal: Patriarch of the Indies, and 


next to his Eminence thirteen archbifhops 
and bifhops on a bench. The remaining 
fpace of the platform raifed before 


the . 
high 



































high altar was oecupied by the great officers 
of ftate and ofthe houfchold. At the en- 
trance of it ftood four heralds at arms, 
and on the fteps four mace bearers, with 
the Royal maces. In the body of the 
church were feated, according to their 
rank, a certain number of the grandees 
of Spain, of the Zitulos of Caftile, and 
the Procuradores de Cortes, or reprefenta- 
tives of thofe cities and towns who have 
the right of vote in the Cortes ofthe nation. 
After the mafs was ended, at which the 
Cardinal Archbifhop of Toledo ofliciated, 
his Eminence took his feat at the foot of 
the high altar, and before him was placed 
a table, with the book of the Gofpel open, 
anda golden crofs onit. The fenior he- 
rald at arms then read the proclamation 
for the oath of allegiance, which was af- 
terwards repeated by the fenior law offi- 
cer. This oath declares allegiance to the 
King of Spain, and to the Prince of Af- 
turias, acknowledging his Royal Highnefs 
to be the Prince of this realm during bis 
Majefty’s life, and to be the lawful King, 
Lord, and Heir of the dominions of Spain 
at his Majefty’s death. After the oath 
‘was read, the Infant Don Antonio moved 
from his feat, and knelt before the Cardi- 
nal Archbifhop, to {wear to the obfervance 
ef it. His Royal Highnefs then did ho- 
mage to the King, and after embracing 
his Majefty and the Queen, and the Prince 
of Afturias, returned to his feat. The 
Mayordomo, Mayor, or Lord Steward of the 
Houfehold, was then appointed by the 
King to receive the homage of all thofe 
who were prefent. The Cardinal Patri- 
arch rofe firft, who, having {worn before 
the Archbithop and the Mayordomo, Mayor, 
kiffed their Majefties and the Prince of 
Afturias’ hands. The fame ceremony was 
fucceflively obferved, firft by the Prelates, 
next by the Grandees, after them by the 
Titulos, and laftly by the Procuradores de 
Cortes. The Patriarch then took the 
Archbifhop’s place, in order to adminif- 
ter the oath to the latter, and the cere- 
mony concluded with finging Te Deum, 
The diplomatic body were invited to {ee 
this folemn aét, and a gallery oppofite 
to the throne was allotted for their recep- 
tion. Their Majefties and the Royal fa- 
mily dined at the Buen Retiro, and late 
in the evening returned in {tate to the pa- 
lace. 

The decorations and illuminations of 
fome of the houfes of the grandees, and 
others of the nobility, which happened 
to be fituated in the ftreets through which 
the proceilion paffed on the three before 
mentioned days, were very fplendid and 
coftly ; and thofe of the Plaza Mayor, and of 
the great fquare before the palace, were 
exccuted with the utmoft magnificence. 

His Catholick Majefty on this occafion 
hag made a general promotion in his navy 
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and army; and the coronation has been, 
and continues to be, celebrated by balls 
and feftivals of different kinds. 

Parts, O&. 7. At being cuftomary for 
the Gardes du Corps, at Verfailles, to give 
an entertainment to any new regiment that 
arrives there, the regiment de Flandres 
was on Thurfday lait fumptuoufly enter- 
tained with a dinner by that corps in the 
palace. After dinner their mof Chriftias 
Majefties judged proper to honor the com- 
pany with their prefence, and condefcend- 
ed to fhew their fatisfa€tion at the general 
joy which prevailed among the guefts, 
On their appearance the mufic inftantly 
played the favorite fong of 0 Richard—O 
mon Rot, and the company joining in 
chorus, feemed to unite all ideas in one 
unanimous fentiment of loyalty and love 
for the King, and nothing was heard for 
fome time but repeated fhouts of Vive le 
Roi, within and without the palace. In 
the height of their zeal they proceeded to 
tear the National cockades from their hats, 
and trampled them under their feet. The 
Gardes du Corps fupplied themfelves with 
black cockades in the room of thofe they 
had treated with fuch difdain, The news 
of thefe proceedings foon reached Paris, 
where a general ill humor vifibly gained 
ground. 

On Saturday there were great difturb- 
ances in the Palais Royal, and it became 
unfafe for any one to appear with black 
cockades, as feveral forciguers experienced, 
from whofe hats they were torn with much 
violence, and abufive language. 

On Sunday the confufion encreafed, 
and a vaft concourfe of people tumultuouf- 
ly aflembled at the Town Houfe, under 
the pretence of demanding bread, and 
enquiring into the real cauies of the ex- 
treme {carcity of it at this feafon of the 
year. 

On Monday morning a number of woe 
men, to the amount of upwards of five 
thoufand, armed with different weapons, 
marched in regular order to Verfailles, 
followed by the numerous inhabitants of 
the Fauxbourgs, St, Antoine, and St. Mar- 
ceau, with feveral detachments of the ci- 
ty militia; and in the evening the Marquis 
de la Fayette, at the head of 20,000 of 
that corps, likewife matched to Ver- 
failles. 

On Tuefday morning an account was 
received of fome blood having been fpilt. 
The Gardes du Corps fired on the Pari- 
fians, and five or fix perfons, chiefly wo- 
men, were killed. The regiment de 
Flandres was alfo drawn out to oppofe 
this torrent; but the word to fire was no 
foone: given, than they all toa man club- 
bed their arms, and, witha fhout of Vive 
la Jatron, went over to the Parifians, 
Some troops of dragoans that are quartered 
at Verlailles alfo laid down their arms, 
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and the Swifs detachments remained mo- 
tionlefs, having received no orders from 
their officers to fire. The Gardes du « orps 
being thus abandoned, and overpowered 
by numbers, fled precipitately into che 
ardens and woods, where they were pure 
ued, many of them killed and taken 
prifoners. Some of the heads of thofe 
who were killed, were carried to Paris, 
and paraded through the ftreets on fpikes. 
The fame morning, a report came that 
the King, Queen, and Royal Family were 
on their way to Paris. Upon this the 
people began to affemble from all parts 
ef the town ; and above 50,000 of the mi- 
Jitia proceéded to line the ftreets, and 
the road to Verfailles. Their Majefties 
aud the Royal Family accordingly arrived 
between feven and eight o’clock in the 
evening, after having been fix hours on 
the road, The carriages all proceeded 
to the Town Houfe. The concourfe of 
people that attended is not to be defcrib- 
ed, and the fhouts of Vive la Nation filled 
the air. From the Town Houfe they were 
conduéted to the Palace of the Thuille- 
ries, though totally unprepared for their 
Seception, where they paffed the night. 

Vienna, OGober 3. On Wednefday laf 
an officer arrived trom the combined ar- 
may, under the command of the Prince of 
Saxe-Cobourg and Gen. Suwarow, with 
the news of a fignal vitory obtained over 
the army of the Grand Vizir, on the 22d 
of September, near Martineftie, in Wal- 
Jachia, when the Turkifh army, confifting 
of between ninety and a hundred thoufand 
men, was entirely defeated, after an ob- 
ftinate engagement. The lofs of the Turks 
amounted to five thoufand killed on the 
fpot, and two thoufand in the purfuit. 

ery few prifoners were taken, as the 
enemy in general refufed to furrender, 
and would not accept of quarter, The 
combined army took poffeffion of the 
Turkifh camp, which’ was abandoned in 
the utmoft confufion, the fugitives having 
paffed the river Rimnik, and taken the 
Foad to Brailow. The trophies which 
have fallen into the hands of the viétors, 
confit of nearly one hundred ftandards, 
fix mortars, feven pieces of heavy cannon, 
fixty-four field pieces, and a prodigious 
quantity of ammunition, ftores, and bag- 

age of all kinds, The lofs of the com- 

Fined army was between four and five 
hundred men killed and wounded, and 
about a hundred horfes. 

The Emperor has promoted the Prince 
of Saxe-Cobourg to the rank of Field 
Marthal. 

Vienna, 08. 7, On the evening of Mon- 
day laft, his Imperial Majefty returned to 
his Palace in town, for the winter. The 
fever has entirely left him, end he walk- 
ed out yeflerday on the ramparts. 

An accouat was publifhed here on the 
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4th inft, of Marfhal Laudokn’s having on 
the goth ult. made himfelf matter, by 
affault, of all the fuburbs of Belgrade 
General Rouvroi died of a fever at 
Semlin, on the goth of September. 





East Inpia Interricencs. 

Extrati of a Letter from MBdras, dated 

March 26, 1789, received by the Dublin 
Srom a Mate belonging to a Country Ship. 

** Our thip being fhort of water, I 
went on fhore to a defart ifland, near 
Queda, on the ¢oaft of Malay, and foon 
found a fine rivulet, but was obitruéted 
by a very large fnake on the oppofite fide 
of it; upon which I immediately armed, 
myfelf with a fufee, piftols and hanger, 
and adyanced (for water I was refolved 
to have) to the fnake, which fprung from 
the bank towards me; when the Lafcars 
who were with me ran away and left me. 
Fortunately, upon firing one of the piftols, 
I wounded the fnake, but fo flightly, 
that it foon recovered, and grew more 
fierce. I accordingly fired the other, 
which miffed; and as my laft refouree, 
having kept the fufee in referve, and 
waiting till the foake came within eight 
ey of me, I lodged the contents in ite 
ody ; and fearful left it fhould recover, 
I cut it with my hanger til it was totally 
deprived of life ; after which I took the 
fnake on board the fhip; it meafured 
thirty-two feet and a half in length, bulk 
in proportion, and had three rows of 
teeth. It is of the {pecies called buffalo 
fnakes, from their attacking and killing 
the buffalo by the following means: They 
{pring upon the buffalo, and continue 
twifting themfelves, by degrees, round 
his body, that in a couple of days the 
buffalo becomes, as it were, fcrewed up 
fo tight that he dies, and falls an eafy 
prey to the fnake, 1 made a prefent of 
the fkin to the Lady of Sir William Jones, 
in Calcutta; and think I had a very pro- 
vidential efcape from fo uemendous as 
animal.’’ 





West Inpiszs, 


Naffau, Aug. 15. On Monday his Fx- 
cellency the Governor returned from a 
month’s tour to windward, during which 
he vifited Exuma, Long Ifland, Tark’s 
Ifland, &c. and. alfo called in at Cape 
Francois, where he was received with the 
politenefs and. hofpitality for which our 
French neighbours are fo eminently dif- 
tinguifhed. 

William Walker, Efq. arrived at Exu- 
ma the ift inft. from St. Vincent. THis 
gentleman, in a letter to his friend here, 
fays, “1 have brought down from Ine 
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Majefty’s Botanic Gardens, in St. Vin- 
eent, feveral curious and ufeful plants, 
which, excepting two or three, are all 
alive, Amongft thofe which have come 
fafe, are the cinnamon, fago, gum arab c, 
Chinefe tallow tree, mango, bread nut, 
gatlick fhrub, African lilly, Spanifh chef- 
nut, ball apple, or water melon, with 
feveral others ; and I am happy to inform 
you, that Mr. Anderfon, the King’s Su- 
perintendant of that garden, was mo- 
mently expecting the arrival of a thip 
from Otaheite, with a quantity of the 
bread fruitetree, of which he was fo good 
as to promife me a part to introduce it 
into the Bahamas. This tree agreeing 
well with a dry foil, I expe& it will be 
a valuable acquifition to our planters.’ 
On the morning of the geth of July, 
the fhip Friendfhip, Edward Lamb, Ma- 
fer, from St. Lucea, in Jamaica, for Lon- 
don, was driven by a ftrong current on 
the Martyrs, in lat. 25, 28, where fhe 
immediately bulged. Next day feveral 
wrecking veffels from this port came to 
the wreck, and have faved a confiderable 
part of the cargo, rigging, &c. Captain 
Lamb and his crew are arrived here. 


SC OTLAN D. 


Dundee, Sept. 22. On Saturday the 
eed of Auguit, the following uncommon 
parcomenes happened in the parith of 

fonikie, about feven miles from this 
place. As I have not feen it taken notice 
of in any of the public papers, I have no 
doubt the following account will be ac- 
ceptable to your readers : 

The afternoon of Saturday was fome- 
what cloudy. Thunder was heard at a 
diftance, and rain was expeéted againt 
evening. Accordingly, about five o’clock, 
P.M. it was perceived to rain to the weft- 
ward, and, before Gx, avery remarkable 
noife was heard, as of approaching rain, 
but a great deal louder than I ever re- 
member to have heard any noife of that 
kind ; feveral very remarkable clouds were 
feen, and the rain began to fall in a con- 
fiderable fhower. About the place where 
I ftood, the atmofphere appeared ferene, 
with litthe or no wind; when, all of a 
fudden, a fmart crack, fomething re- 
fembling the firing of a mufket, was heard ; 
whereupon, looking towards the farm 
town of Wefter-Denfides, at a little dif- 
tance (from whence the noife feemed to 
procced), I was furprifed to behold a 
large quantity of ftraw carried to a great 
height in the air; and coming acrofs a 
field te within about one hundred yards of 
the place where I flood, it made a fudden 
ftop, and sprewes to be quite fufpended 
in the air; but, at the fame time, it was 
driven upwards and downwards, and 
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wirled round in circles with amazing ve- 
locity. Continuing in the fame place 
about five or fix minutes it appeared to me 
at this time as if there had been an extra- 
ordinary power of attraction in the circum- 
ambient elements: (but I ‘hall leave this 
to thofe who are more fully acquainted 
with the myfleries of nature, and proceed 
with my narrative. Keeping the fame di- 
reGtion, it went over a mofs where fe- 
veral people were at work; but luckily 
none were in its way. The aftonifhed 
fpe€tators beheld the water driven from 
the mofs-pits, in large fheets, to the height 
of twenty or thirty feet: then breaking 
with a great noife, it feemed to fall as a 
fhower. After it had paffed the mofs, it 
raifed a cloud of duft, although the fur- 
face of the ground was all over wet, car- 
rying it up in a fpiral form, till our fight 
could follow it no further. 

At the farm of Wefter-Denfide, it took 
moft part of the roof from off two houfes, 
overturned a large mow of ftrow, and {e- 
veral things in its way. The ftraw was 
let fall in general above a mile from 
whence taken up. 

Where it had its rife I know not, I have 
heard of it feveral miles diftant, with an 
account of many ftrange things done by 
it; but in this account I have confined 
myfelf to my own obfervation, which is 
not here exaggerated. I fuppofe its di- 
re€tion to have been within a point of 
from North- Weft to South-Eaft. 

What was alfo very remarkable is, that 
a cloud of a preternatural appearance was 
obferved moving along in the fame di- 
retion, perpendicularly above it. From 
the obfervation of feveral people who faw 
it when the ftraw ieee is the air, as 
before related, the cloud alfo appeared to 
ftop at the fame time; from the centre to 
the front of the faid cloud, there appeared 
as it were the index of a clock, twifted 
like the tail of a ferpent, pointing the 
fame track kept by the hurricane, This 
cloud was obferved by many at a great 
diftance from the place where this hap- 
pened, who were alfo alarmed with the 
noife of the wind. 

1 fhall only add that, for my fbare, I 
never beheld a fcene fo awfully tremen- 
dous ; and I was ready to fay, ** How 
great is He who rides on the whirlwind, 
and direéts the ftorm!”’ 


COUNTRY NEWS. 


Derby, Sept. 23. On Thurfday iz ¢ 
very melancholy accident happened at 
Alkrington, near Manchcfter. As fome 
men were arte | the wuod from an old 
coal-pit, the earth fuddenly gave way, 
and buried two of them in the pit. this 


caufing the top to fall in, the ban? on 
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fiided along with it, and all inévitably 
perilhed ; they were married men, and 
one has left eleven children. 

Oxford, O&. 3. Lait Wednefday fe’n- 
night in the afternoon, during a moft tre- 
mendous tempeit at Armfcott, near Shipf- 
ton, Worcefterfhire, a ball of fire was 
feen to enter the barns of a Mr. Wells, 
which, with the ftables, &c. being a qua- 
drangle of about 25 bays of building, 
were inftantaneoufly lighted up, and be- 
ing moltly filled with the fruits of the 
poor man’s labour, were all confumed, 
having only time to difentangle the horfes 
from a load of corn, jult brought trom 
the field, which was done with great dif~ 
ficulty, and which, with the waggon, two 
fat pigs, and all the implements of huf- 
bandry, fhared the fame fate. 

Laft Sunday morning Mr. John Ofbern, 
of this city, mafon, was unhappily drown- 
ed in the ftream, a little below Ofeney 
Mill, where the water was not more than 
a yard deep. About feven o’clock in the 
morning he went down to bathe, as was 
ufual with him once a weck, and is fup- 
pofed to have been fuddenly affeéted with 
a violent {pafm in his lomach, a diforder 
he was fubjeét to, which deftroyed his 
power of regaining the bank, and being 
alone, perifhed for want of alliftance. 

Newcafile, O@. 3. We have accounts 
from almoft every place, that there are 
the greateft quantities of hay on hand that 
ever was remembered by the oldeft per- 
fon living Many of the farmers have 
hay four years old, and in feveral market 
towns it is felling for two-pence per 
ftone. 

On Saturday laft, Mr. James Leyburn, 
of Ryton, being with fome friends in a 
public houfe in this town, in qa fit of in- 
fanity feized a knife and cut his throat, 
and almoft immediately expired. And on 
Monday a girl, fervant to a gentleman in 
Pilgrim-fireet, was found hanging in a 
garret; after being cut down, ineans were 
uled for her recovery, but they proved 
imeffe€tual. It is a melancholy truth, that 
the Coroners for this town have been 
fummoned to attend twenty-one cafes of 
fuicide within the laft twelve months. 

Nantwich, 04.9. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 7th inft, the banks of the aque- 
duct of the Staffordfhire canal, acrofs 
Wincham valley, in this county, gave 
way; from whence the water, as may be 
fuppofed, rufhed down into the river be- 
neath with the greateft impetuofity. Two 
corn-mills on the fame ftream, below were 
in imminent danger of being forced down 
by the vaft body of water driving from 
the canal upon them, but fortunately re- 
ceived much lefs damage than might have 
been expeéted; in confequence of which, 
and the general heavy rains on the pre- 
ceding night, there was one of the greateft 
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floods ever rémembered the river 
Weaver on Wednefday lft. The water 
in the river rofe from: 1% to 18 feet above 
its ufual height. Moft of the ttreets were 
under a violent current of water, from fix 
to eight feet deep, and almolt every ave- 
nue impaffable, except in boats, Several 
hundred thoufand buthels of falt were de- 
ftroyed, and very much injury done to 
the falthoufes; the town and faltworks 
furrounded, ‘and in many places three 
parts covered with one general inunda- 
tion, formed a feene beyond defcription 
aweful. Happily no lives were loft, 
though many were in much danger. 

Birmingham, O&. 16. About twelve 
o’clock on Sunday night Iaft, the houfe of 
Mr. Wilfon, by Afton Park-wall, in the 
road from hence to Perry, was broke 
into by four ruffians, two of whom, after 
ftriking a light, went into a chamber, 
where a fervant girl and child lay, and 
prefenting a piftol, threatened to blow 
out her brains, unlefs fhe informed them 
where the money was kept; but not re- 
ceiving a fatisfa€tory anfwer, one of them 
held the bedcloaths over the girl and 
child, whilft the other forced opén a 
cheft, and took every article of linen and 
wearing apparel they could mect with, 
together with about 61. in cafh, The 
other two men, in the mean time, were 
employed in another part of the houfe, 
where Mr, Wilfon and his wife flept; 
the former, an elderly man, they dragged 
into the cellar, and foon wfter, on ac- 


‘count of her cries, Mrs. Wilfon and her 


niece, who had fecreted herfelf under her 

bed ; after which they made the door fe- 

cure, by means of a ropé they brought’ 
with them, and having rifled every part 

of the houfe, they carried off their booty, 

locking the houfe déor, and taking the 

key with them, 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES, 


Sept. 29. On Friday night laft, the Co- 
roner’s Inqueft met at the Blue Pofts, in 
Cork-ftreet, and fat on the body of 
Eleanor Johnfon, a beautiful young girl, 
only feventeen years of age, who had that 
morning poifoned herfelf atthe houfe of 
her master, Mr. Frafer, Optician, Old 
Bond-fireet, ‘The circumftances attending 
the unhappy fate of this young waman be- 
ing rather Gingular, we fhall lay them be- 
fore our readers in the authentic manner 
they were reported to us by the Foreman 
of the Jury.—~It appeared in evidence 
that an intimacy had fubfifted fome time 
between the deceafed and a black man, 
named Thomas Cato, a native of the Raft 
Indies, on whom the had fixed her affee- 
tion; that on Thurfday fhe had received 
a leticr from him, wheicia he aceufed 7-7 
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ef deceit; but which fhe had burnt The 
contents of this epiftle produced her fatal 
refolution. She wrote him a letter, which 
fhe meant to have forwarded by the pen- 
ny-poft; and afterwards purchafed three 


‘penny-worth of white mercury, at an 


Apothecary’s, under pretence of its being 
to kill rats.” Between twelve and one 
e’clock in the morning the executed her 
dreadful purpofe, having previoufly mixed 
the poifonous drug in fome liquid. She 
rang the bell violently twice; which be- 
ing anfwered by a domeftic, the faid, 
«* Call my miftrefs dire&ly, for lam very 
ill;’” but before her miftrefs could reach 
her apartment, we was infenfible, and 
éxpired in a few minutes. When exa- 
mined before ell po the Black appear- 
ed fo ignorant and illiterate, that nothing 
could be colleéted from his evidence ; 
nor the purport of the letter he had fent 
her be come at; but when her letter to 
him was read he wept bitterly. The Jury, 
after a very humane and attentive con- 
fideration, brought in their verdiét, lu- 
macy 

The following is an exa& copy of the 
letter fent to Cato by this unhappy girls — 

Sept. 24, 17 89. 
«* My Dear Thomas Cato, 

** The letter I received this evening 
** makes me very unhappy ; to think you 
*¢ fhould expofe me, and fay I am de- 
*¢ ceitful, and forget my fond embraces 
** fo foon; no, my dear, I am not de- 
“ ceitful, nor did not intend to be if 
I had, I fhould not have given my com- 
pany to one not of my own colour: 
* likewife, now you think me untrue, 
you fhall have your property returned 
with pleafure ; for, was you the fineft 
man that ever my eyes beheld, after 
ufing me ip this manner, 1 would not 
make you my hufband; bat I did m- 
tend it, from my heart, even to this 
hour—but, I am forryv to fay, I never 
fhall be married, nor never fhall enjoy 
any thing again. As for you, you never 
will make ufe of your loving embraces 
with mé any more—neither will you 
have it in your power to fpeak to me 
any more, for f amvery fure, the hour 
of immortality is drawing very near—I 
can feel my heart decay very fait ~you 
could never make me recompence for 
the hurt you have done me. Let 
thefe few words be printed in your 
heart, as IT am not able to write any 
more—for my eyes are flowing with 
** tears—and my heart doth ach fo, 1 
“© cannot hold m en—but am your fin- 
“®© cere well-wifher—’till death — 

‘© KE. JOHNSON.” 
30. A Common Hall was afterwards 
held for the ele@tion of a Lord Mayor of 
this City, forthe year enfuing, when Mr. 
Alderman Pickett was chofen by a great 
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Majoiity; he addreffed the Livery there- 
on, in the following terms : 

‘* Gentlemen of the Livery, I feel my- 
felf much honoured in being cie¢ted Chief 
Magiftrate of this great and opulent city : 
‘lo ‘do equal juftice to all, without fear or 
favor ; to prote& every individual in his 
perfonal liberty to the utmoft-of my pow- 
er; ftri€tly to maintain and adhere to the 
principles of our invaluable Conftitution, 
as fettled at the glorious Revolution; to 

fupport the rights and privileges’ of my 
fellow-citizens, are the objects for atten- 
tion that make the moft forcible imprefli- 
on upon my mind. 

“IT am well aware of the gon ee 
of the ftation in which you have placed 
me; and, though confcious of not poffe! is 
ing abilities equal to many Gentlemen 
who have gone before me, you may be 
affured, in “this and every truit that you 
may be pleafed to repofe in me, that it 
will be my anxious purfuit, as weil as 
the whole length of my ambition, to di f- 
chafge the duties with fubftantial utility 
to the public, honour to myfelf, and fa- 
tisfaétion to you,”’ 

The thanks of the Common Hall were 
voted to William Curtis, Efg. and Sir 
Benjamin Hammet, Knt. the late Sherifls, 
and the Common Hall was adjourned. 

Offober 2. Wednefday, at a meeting 
of the College of Phyficians, in Warwick- 
lane, Sir George Baker, Bart. was cle&ed 
Prefident; and the following gentlemen 
were tleéted Cenfors for the year enfu- 
ing:—Dr. Donald Monro, Dr. Hervey, 
Dr. Budd, and Dr. Ah. 

19. A few days fince a very handfome 
monument was ercéted by the Earl of 
Aylesford, under the tree in his Lord- 
fhip’s park, at Packington, where the 
unfortunate man was killed by lightning. 
The following is the infcription thereon. 

On Teursvay, SEPTEMBER 3) 
MBCCI XXKIX, 

SAWSEY, or LONDON, 

FARRIER, 

WAS ON THIS spOT STRUCK DEAD 

BY LIGHTNING 
TO COMMEMORATE 
THIS AWFUL EVENT, 

AS WELL AS 10 WARN OTHERS 
FROM EXPOSING THEMSELVES 
TO THE SAME DANGER, 
BY TAKING SHELTER 
IN ‘A THUNDER STORM, 
UNDER TREES, 

THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED. 
ae 2 RR PSE 

Ofober 7. Mrs. Waugh, wife of the 
Rev. M1, Alexander Waugh, of Well- 
ftreet Chape!, of a fon, at his houfe in 
Allfop’s Buildings, Marylebone. 

Mm AYR PR TR DD. 

Sept. 26. On Mor Jaft, at Stainton, 
Pembrokefhire,. Capt. Henry Heatly, of 
Rra ths 


WILLIAM C 





Monthly 


the late 102d regiment, to Mifs Matilda 
Morgan, of Carmarthen. 

Lately, at Lanfoift, near Abergavenny, 
John Jones, Efg. of Lanarth, to Mifs 
Lee, daughter of Richard Lee, Efq. of 
Lanfoift. 

Henry White, of Mantle-hill, county 
of Tipperary, Efg. to. Mifs Connor, 
daughter of the late Daniel Connor, Efq. 
of Corke, 

29." On Thurfday, the Rev. Ralph Ay- 
den, reétor of Hatterden, Leicefterthire, 
to Mifs Rachael Knight, youngeit daugh- 
ter of George Knight, Efg. of Goadby, in 
that county, 

Sunday fe’nnight, at the Collegiate 
church, Manchefter, Mr. William Lings, 
attorney at law, to Mifs Albifton, of Man- 
chetter. 

Thurfday fe’nnight, Mr. Jofhua Chap- 
man, farmer, of Little Waltham, aged 63, 
to Mrs. Ann Fitch, of the fame place, 
aged 73. 

Tuefday, Mr. John Bowland, to Mifs 
Barnes, both of Colchetfter. 

Yefterday, at Eton, the Rev. Mr Man- 
nington, of Hanwell, to Mifs Mafon, of 
Eton. 

go. Yefterday, at Lambeth church, 
Mr, John Hoppe, of the Minories, to 
Mifs Heath, of Chefter-place, Lambeth. 

Odiober 1. On Wednefday, at Yar- 
mouth, Lieutenant Andrew Taylor, of 
the navy, to Mifs Mitchell, of Yar- 
mouth. 

Laft week, Thomas Tenifon, Efg. of 
Blackhall, in the county of Kilkenny, 
Ireland, to Mifs Blackmore, of Graige. 

3- Yefterdav, at the Tower chapel, 
the Rev. Mr. Roberts, to Mifs Gore, eld- 
eft daughter of Colonel Gore, Deputy 
Governor of the Tower. 

Yeflerday, John Channing, Efg. of 
Gower-{treet, to Mifs Perkins, fecond 
daughter of John Perkins, Efq. of Staines, 
Mid dlefex. 

Thur day fe’nnight, the Rev. William 
Camplin, vicar of Locking, in Somerfet- 
fhire, to Mis Tuftin, of Briftol. 

Lately, Mr. Dixon, flour and linnen 
merchant, aged 75, to Mrs. Mitchell, 
both of Newcaftle. She is his fourth 
wife, and he her fecond hufband. He 
had been a widower /cven weeks, and fhe 
a widow nine. 

On Thurfday laft, at St. George’s 
church, Hanover-fquare, Francis Jofeph 
Barret, Efq. junior, of Mount-ftreet, 
Grofvenor-{quare, to Mifs Lucy Swinburn, 
from Hexham, in Northumberland, 

6. Yefterday fe’nnight, at Oxford cha- 
pel, Mr. H. Watfon, of Oxford ftreet, to 

-Mifs P. Anderfon, of Titchfield-ftreet. 

At Suir Caftle, county of Tipperary, 
Major Greene, «* Waterford, to Mifs 
Jane Maffey, fecond daughter of the Right 


Hoy, Lord Mailey, 
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8. Laft week, Thomas Waters, Efq, 
lately arrived from Bencoolen, to Mrs. 
Maria Drake, of Charlotte-itreet, Rath- 
bone-place. , 

Yefterday, at St. Ann’s, Soho, Peter 
Bale, Efg. of the Excife-office, to Mifs 
Maria Frances Edwin, of Kennington-row, 
Lambeth. 

On Sunday, at Gravefend, Mr. Adam 
Sewell, of Tower-hill, to Mifs Anne 
Neal, daughter of Pendock Neal, Ef, of 
Gravelend. 

1g. Laft Sunday, at St Mary Wool- 
north, Lombard-ftreet, Captain Long, to 
Mifs Brandon. 

Saturday, Mr. Henry Robinfon, of Co- 
ventry-ftreet, to Mifs Smith, of Fleet- 
ftreet, 

On Monday, at Chichefter, Charles 
Baker, Efq. to Mifs Woods. 

13. Lately,,at Donedea Caftle, in the 
county of Kildare, Ireland, Sir John 
Hort, of Hortland, Baronet, his Majefty’s 
Conful General at the Court of Portugal, 
to Mifs Aylmer, daughter of Sir Fitage- 
rald Aylmer, Bart. 

Thurfday, at Salifbury, Alexander 
Geddes, Efg. of the 31{t regiment of foot, 
to Mifs Harriet Eafton, daughter of Mr. 
Alderman Eafton, of that city. 

The fame day, Mr Gregg, furgeon and 
apothecary, of Wellingborough, to Milfs 
Sufannah Thompfon, daughter of the late 
Mr. AldermanThompfon,of Northampton. 

Sunday laft, Mr. George Hewitt, of 
King-ftreet, to Mifs Hannah Kelfall, eld- 
eft daughter of the late Richard Kelfall, 
Efq. of Clifford’s Inn. 

On the 7th inftant, at Kirkton-hill, 
William Richardfon, Efq. late of the 
ifland of St. Vincent, to Mifs Elizabeth 
Gardiner, daughter of David Gardiner, 
Efq. of Kirkton-hill. 

On Monday, the 5th inftant, in Paris, 
by the Rev. Mr. Burroughs, chaplain to 
his Grace the Duke of Dorfet, Harry Ana 
Lambert, Efq. Captain in the 1ft regiment 
of life guards, to Mifs Whyte. 

At Dublin, Dr. Mackay, to the widow 
Dixon, with a fortune of g0,000l. 

Thurfday laft, at Chefter, Capt, Forbes, 
of the goth regiment, to Mifs Limery, of 
Chefter, 

15- On Sunday, at Bow, William 
Cogan, Efg. of Bow, aged 82, to Mifs 
Cole, of Tallow Chandler’s Hall, aged 
twenty-fix. 

Monday, at Cranford, in Northampton. 
fhire, Robert Blencowe, Efq. of the In- 
ner Temple, to Mifs Penelope Robinfon, 
youngeft daughter of Sir George Robin- 
fon. Bart. 

Yefterday, at Hackney, Mr. Divers, of 
the Bank of England, to Mifs Bellis, of 
Stoke Newington. 

Lately, at Seven-oaks, inKent, Multqn 
Lambard, Efg. to Mifs Aurea Otway, of 

Athgrove, 
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‘Alhgrove, Seven-oaks, daughter of the 
late Francis Otway, Efq. 

17. Thurfday, at St. Ann’s, Weftmin- 
fter, Mr. Thomas Vardon, of Soho-fquare, 
to Mifs Bowman, daughter of Edward 
Bowman, Efq. of the fame place. 

1g. On Saturday morning, by fpecial 
licence, by the Rev. Dr. Taylour, of 
Ifleworth, Edward Law, Efq. of the 
Inner Temple, to Mifs Towry, daughter 
of George Philips Towry, Efq. 

Laft week, Mr. Hayes, of Manchefter- 
Buildings, to Mifs Wolfe, of College- 
ftreet, Weftmintter. 

21. A few days fince, at Dublin, Dr. 
Sheridan, of Navan,» to Mifs Donellan, 
of Oriftown, county of Meath. 

Yefterday, at Hurft, in the county of 
Berks, George Beauchamp Proétor, Efq. 
to Mifs Palmer, of that place. 

22, On Friday laft, at Fulford chapel, 
mear York, John Raper, Efg. of Abber- 
ford, in that county, to Mifs Wolley, 
of Fulford, daughter of the late Reverend 
Gedfrey Wolley. 

On Friday laft, at St. Mary, Lambeth, 
John Kettle, Efq. of Amelia-ftreet, Wal- 
worth, aged 74, to Mils Laycock, of the 
fame place, aged 19. 

On Tharfday, at St. George’s, Bloomf{- 
bury, Mr. Daniel Hill, furgeon, at South- 
ampton-row, to Mifs Butler, daughter of 
chev Butler, Efq. 

At Richmond, in Yorkfhire, on the 
1sth inftant, Mr. E, Towry, formerly in 
the Eaft India Company’s Krvice, to Mifs 
Layton, daughter of the late Rev. Andrew 
Layton, of Ipfwich. 

On Tuefday, Mr. William Tong, Fel- 
low Commoner of St. Peter’s College, 
Cambridge, to Mifs Minter, of Tudden- 
ham. 

Wednefday fe’nnight, Sir William Dol- 
ben, Bart. Member of Parliament for the 
Univerfity of Oxford, to Mrs. Scotchmer, 
wf Great Barton, reli€& of the late John 
Scotchmer, Efq. formerly an eminent 
banker in Bury. 

Thurfday morning, at St. Dunftan’s, 
Fleet-ftreet, Mr. Charles Prichard, junior, 
of Brecon, to Mifs Catharine Jones, of 
Cardigan. 

Tuefday, at Hartington, near Afhbourne, 
Derbythire, *Mr. Frederic Willats, of 
Brewer-ftreet, Golden-fquare, to Mifs 
Eliza Winfon, of Derbyhhire. 

Lately, in Ireland, Captain Moore, of 
Cremorgan, Qucen’s county, to Mifs 
Eleanor Derenzy, daughter of Annefley 
Derenzy, Efq. of Whitehall, in the coun- 
ty of Wicklow. 

Lately, at Charles-church, Plymouth, 
Captain Dyer, of the marines, to Mifs 
Innes, daughter of the late Rear Admiral 
Innes. 

Yefterday, at Lowlayton, Mr. Thomas 
Hemming, of Bury St. Edmund's ,Suffolk, 


to Mrs, Mary Rabnatt, of the Dolphin and 
Acorn Tavern, Hackney. 

Yefterday, Mr. Willder, of St. James’s- 
flreet, to Mits Bifhop, of Weftminfter 

Monday laft, at St. Andrew’s church, 
Holborn, Mr. Slaton, carpenter, of Theo- 
bdld’s Read, to Mifs Davics, youngelt 
daughter of Mr. Davies, painter, of Red- 
lion-ftreet, Holborn. 


ht A Fe 

Sept. 26. A few days ago, Mr. Thomas 
Hodgfon, an eminent attorney at law, late 
of Carlifle, but fince of Carey-ftreet, 
London. 

Saturday laft, at her houfe in Hamilton. 
ftreet, Piccadilly, Mrs. Elizabeth Kent, 

Monday laft, Mr. Thomas Jutftice, at 
Appleford, near Abingdon, Berks, . 

go. Yelterday, Henry Smith, Efg. of 
New-houfe, St. Alban’s, 

ately, at Knutsford, William Peters, 
Efq aged 87, father of Ralph Peters, Efq. 
Recorder of Liverpool. 

At her villa, onthe banks of the Loire, 
Madame Oudenade. Her elegant houfe 
and furniture in Burgundy had been de- 
ftroyed by the rioters: fhe had retired 
from their fury, but never recovered trom 
the fright occafioned by it 

Odor 1. On Tuefday night, at Tun- 
bridge Wells, the Right Honorable James 
Beane, Duke of Chandos, &c. Lord 

Steward of his Majefty’s Houfchold. His 
Grace was born on the 27th of December, 
(7915, and at the general ele@tions in 1754 
and 1761, he was ele&ted Knight of the 
Shire for Rédnorthire. 

On the acceffion of his ptefent Majefty, 
he was appointed one of the Lords of hs 
Majeft y’s Bedchamber, which he refigne ad 
in 1764; and in 1784 he was appointed 
Lord Steward of his Majefty’s Houfehold. 

Such were hs honors and high defcent, 
to which his private virtues added a great(e 
luftre. Fervent and unfeigned in his de 
votion, his charity and benevolence wes 
unbounded. In his principles he wis 
loyal, moderate, firgn; and in his friend- 
fhips he had the warmett heart. 

His Grace was twice married; his firft 
lady was Margaret, daughter and fole 
heirefs of John Nicoll, Efq. of Minchen- 
don-houfe, Southgate, who died the 14th 
of Auguft, 1768, and by whom he had 
no iffue. r 

His fecond, the prefent Duchefs, Anna 
Eliza, daughter of Richard Gamon, Efq, 
and widow of Roger Hope Elletfon, Efq. 
Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica, married 
to the Duke the a1ft of June, 1777, by 
whom he had two daughters, Lady Geors 
giana-Charlotte, to whom their Majetties 
in perfon were {ponfors, and who died the 
oy following; and Lady Anna-Eliza, his 
only furvivin: child, born the 22d of Oc- 
tober, 1779, 

His 
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His Grace dying. without iffue male, 
the honors of Duke, Marquis, Vifcount, 
apd Earl, are become extiné. 

0&. 3. Qn Monday, at his feat, Colon 
Engaine-park, Effex, Michael Robert 
Hills, Efg. ; 

Yefterday morning, in the Fleet-prifon, 
Mr. Charles Hart, formerly belonging to 
the Chancery-ofhce. 

Friday, at Hackney, Mrs, Mary Pome- 
roy. 

day, Mr. Hardy, card-maker,. in 
the Old Bailey. : 

A few days ago, at Kegworth in Lei- 
cefterfhire, after a long illnefs, the Rev, 
John Willey, M.A. and reétor of that 
parifh, aged 60 years. 

On Monday, at Homerton, Mrs. Free- 
man, relict of the late John Fieeman, 
Efq. of Devonfhire-fquare. 

12. Lately, in Lewer Armargnac, M. 
Defhneff, the celebrated antiquarian. 

On Friday, at Boroughbridge, on his way 
to town, James Earl of Abercorn, He is 
fucceeded .in his honours and efates by 
his nephew, the Honorable John James Ha- 
milton, Member of Parliament for St, Ger- 
main’s. His Lordthip has died pofleffed of 
immenfe property. 

13. fae ie pth, Mrs. Wood, 
many years a wharfinger in that city, 

Tuefday laft, at the fame place, Mrs. 
George, wife of Mr. George, cornfactor 
there. 

Friday laft, James Penman, Efq. of Bed- 
ford-ftreet, Covent-Garden. 

15. On Thurfday, Mr. Jonathan Butcher, 
of South Audley-ftreet, Grofvenor-fquare. 

Saturday, Mifs Richardfon, daughter of 
Colonel Richardfon, of the Guards. 

On Sunday laft, at Chefter, Thomas 
Hunt, of Mollington, Efg. Member for 
Bodmin, in Cornwall. 

On Monday laft, in an advanced ftate, 
Mrs. Walford, of Ellefmere, in Shrop- 
hhire. 

The 28th of September, at Laufaune, in 
Switzerland, of a malignant dyfentery, Mrs. 
Harriet Burton, reli&t of Doctor Daniel 
Burton, late Canon @ Chrift Church, and 
mother to Mrs. Frevor, wife of his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifter at the Court of Turin. 

YeRerday morning, at two o'clock, after 
a@ long and moft afflicting illnefs, Mrs, 
Lafcelles, wife of General Lafcelles. 

This lady, fome years ago known as the 
eclebrated Mifs Catley, was the daughter of 
a coachman in the neighbourhood of Tower- 
hill; and became apprentice to Mr. Bates, a 
muficemafter and compofer of fome repu- 
tation. Her firft appearance in public was 
in the Orcheftra of Vauxhall; and her firft 
fong was coampofed by Giardini, and is now 
the admired air in Love in a Village, ‘* it 
*¢ js not wealth,” &c. 


She is fuppofed to have been feduced by 
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Sir Francis Delaval, who was. feverely fax 
tirized on the occafion by Churchill, in his 
m entitled The Ghot; and foon after 

e became the fubject of a litigation in the 
Court of King’s Bench. The father claimed 
her as his daughter, Mr: Bates claimed her 
as his apprentice, and the Knight was de- 
termined to keep her as his miftrefs. She 
was’ afterwards engaged at Covent Garden 
Theatre. She then fung at Marybone Gar- 
dens. A vifit to Ireland fucceeded; and 
we believe that it was there fhe became 
connected with Colonel Lafcelles. She was 
extremely popular, and univerfally admired 
in that kingdom, as a public finger ; and 
the trick fhe played Lord Rufborough, now 
Lord Miltown, in making him roaft a duck 
for her dinner, &c. will never be forgotten 
in Dublin. 

Ou her return ‘to England fhe was agaia 
engaged at Covent-Garden ; where her man 
ner of playing Juno, in the Golden Pippin, 
and finging the fong of ** Puth about the 
**joram,’? will ever be remembered by thofe 
who faw and heard her in that charaéter. 
She performed alfo in Artaxerxes, The 
Beggar’s Opera, and the beit mufical en- 
tertainments. She was occafionally heard 
in the oratorios of Handel. 

She was a good mother to her childrery 
whom fhe called her little indifcretions ; 
and the practifed a degree of prudence fel- 
dom to be found in perions  , her vivacity 
and profeflion, for the contrived to fave a 
very handfome independence from her theae 
trical emoluments, 

17. On Friday laft, Mrs, Walker, wife 
of the Reverend Job Walker, of Braxted. 

Lately, Lieutenant Colonel Francis Dile 
lon, Baron of the Holy Roman Empire, an 
officer of great merit in the Imperial fer- 
vice, who diftinguifhed himfelf on feveral 
occafions in the prefent war againft the 
Turks. He was younger brother to John 
Talbot Dillon, Efq. of Bennet-itreet, Surry. 

Monday, at Eaft Bourne, aged 83, Mrs, 
Marchant, a widow lady of that place. 

On Friday, the Reverend Mr. Pooe, in 
the Vineyards, Bath. 

A few days ago, at Uttoxeter, at the age 
of 102, Thomas Dyche. He had for fe- 
vera] years paft received fupport from the 
parith, and alfo many charitable contribu- 
jons, which he was able to go about and 
collect till within a few days of his death, 

On Monday, the 6th inftant, at Newark, 
Mr. John Crampton, whitefmith, Some 
months ago he ordered a coffin to be made 
to fit him, and had it brought to his door, 
where he fat in it feveral hours, inviting 
his neighbours to drink with him while he 
had it in his power, for he knew he fhould 
not be able to do it long. i 

21. Yefterday at a very advanced age, 
Anne Countefs Dowager of Albemarle, 
widow of William Anne, fecond Earl of 

Albe- 














Albemarle, who died Ambaffador at 
Paris in 1754. 

The above-mentioned was daughter of 
Charles Lenox, firft Duke of Richmond, 
Lenox, and Aubigny, and was one of the 
Ladies of the Bed Chamber to her late Maa 
jefy. Her Ladyfhip was married in 1722-3, 
and had iffue eight fons and feven daugh- 
ters, among whom was the celebrated 
Admiral Vifcount Keppel, firft Lord of 
the Admiralty, and the late Marchionefs 
of Tavittock, mother to the prefent Duke 
of Bedford. She was a favorite at St. 
James’s in the late King’s time ; was al- 
ways of his Majefty’s private card parties, 
and was in all refpetts a truly valuable 
and amiable woman. 

22. On Saturday morning laft, at his 
Lordhhip’s houfe, Great George-fircet, 
Weftminfter, the Lady of the Right Hon. 
Lord M‘Donald, elder brother of the 
Attorney-General. 

22. Lately at Kulhorn, near Port Pa- 
trick, the Hon. John Dairymple, Earl of 
Stair, and Vifcount Dalrymple. He is 
fucceeded in title and eftate by his fon 
im. now Earl of Stair, Jate one of his 

ajefty’s Ambafladors at the Court Sof 
Berlin. The late Lord was one of the 
fixteen Reprefentatives of the Scoth Peer- 
age, and was well known in the hiterary 
and political world, by his Jate publica- 
tions on the finances of this country. 

A few days ago at Tefton, in Kent, 
Lieut. Gambier, eldeft fon of the late 
Admiral. 

Wednefday, in Henriecita-ftreet, Co- 
vekt Garden, after a long and painful 
illnefs, Mrs Jennings, wife of Mr. Dan. 
jennings. 

Friday laft, aged 85, at Upton, Hun- 
tingdonfhire, the Rev. W. Walton, LL.D. 
and M. D. Reétor of that parith, and one 
ot his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace. 

Wednefday morning, at his houfe in 
the Strand, Mr. Hernon, grocer. 

On Tuefday, aged 17, Mifs Kemp, 
daughter of Thomas Kemp, Efq ; one of 
the Reprefentatives in Parliament for 
Lewes 

24. Laft weck, Mrs. Abbott, of Over- 
Compton, Dorfet. The difconfolate wi- 
dower has fince been married to Milfs 
Harrifon, of Broadwindfor. 

Tuefday, of a confumption, (the confe- 
quence of pricf forthe lofs of her excel- 
lent father,) Mifs Halifax, of Reading. 

Saturday night, at Kilburn, Mr. Mi- 
chael Parys, of Great Sufloik-freet, Char- 
ing-crofs, 

Tuefday, at Higham, near Bridgewater, 
Mr W. Barret, who for many years 
prattifed-furgery and midwifery in Briftol. 

On Monday laft, at his feat near Shaftef- 
bury, Dorfethhire, Mr, T. Stillingfleet, 
Gentleman of his Majefty’s Wine Cellar. 
At Plymouth, Mrs, Julian, [wife of 
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Captain Julian, of the 23d. regiment, (or 
Royal Welfh Fuzileers.) 

On Saturday laft, at Edmonton, Mrs. 
Sarah Killingly, of that parifh, aged go 
years, 

BANKRUPTS.———Thomas Marfhall, of 
Gofport, Hants, linen-draper. Fielder 
Dorfett, late of the Province of Marytand, 
in America, but now of Spring-gardens, 
Middlefex, merchant. Edward Chefter- 
ton, of Little Newport-ftreet, in the parith 
of St. Ann, Weftminfter, Middlefex, poul- 
terer. Thomas Reid and Alexander Hal- 
liday, formerly of the city of London, but 
late of Liverpool, Lancabhire, infurance- 
brokers and copartners, Thomas Whcel- 
dale, the elder, late of Holbeach, Lincoln- 
fhire, fhopkeeper. Thomas Chefterton, 
of Berkeley-fquare, in the parifh of St. 
George, Weitminfter, Middlefex, haber- 
dafher.. Benjamin Foulftone, of Grofve- 
nor-mews, in the parifh of St. George, 
Hanover- {quare, Middlefex, ftable-keeper. 
joan Pereira Barboza, of Winkworth- 
buildings, City New Road, Middlefex, 
wine-merchant. John Warne, of Moor- 
fields, in the city of London, tinmans 
Robert Porter, of Fareham, Southampton, 
fiarch maker.. Thomas Whittaker, of 
Liverpool, Lancafhire, dealer and chap- 
man. John Brown, of Melford, Suffolk, 
foap-boiler. Daniel Lovell, of Lawrence 
lane, in the city of London, merchant, 
(partner with James Pank, late of Law- 
rence-!ane, but now of Rauen, in France, 
merchant. James Brown and George 
Brown, of Kingfton, Surry, fhopkeepers 
and copartners. Samuel Fremoult, of the 
city of Norwich, beet brewer and malt- 
fler William Gibfon. of Sunderland, 
near the Sea, Durham, rope-maker. Tho- 
mas Hands, the younger, of Birmingham, 
Warwickhhire, buckle-ftamper. William 
Dowrn, of Tenterden, Kent, woollen- 
draper. Yhomas Peete Wimberley, of 
Grantham, Lincolnfhire, linen-draper, 
and mercer. Patrick Rofs, of Crofs-lane, 
St. Mary at Hill, in the city of London, 
printer. Philip Furley, now or late of 
Duke-fquare, Grofvenor-fquare, in the 
parith of St. George, Hanover-fquare, 
Middlefex, wine merchant. Henry Cort, 
of Gofport, Hants, ron-manufa@turer — 
George Booth, now or late of Soyland 
Mills, in Soyland, in the parifh of Halli« 
fax, Yorkfhirey corn miller. Thomas 
Wood and Thomas Mafon, late of Eton, 
Bucks, cotton manufaturers, weavers, and 
copartners, William Potter, of St. Mare 
tin’s. le-grand, within the liberty of Weft- 
minfter, Middlefex, man’s mercer. Ede 
ward Bayly, of the parifh of St. Paul, 
Shadwell, Middlefex, fail maker. Jeree 
miah Wright, of Birmingham, Warwick- 
fhire, baker. John Dixfon, lete of Stone, 

Staffordthire, fhopkceper. 









METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 
in Lonpon, for October 1789. 

By Mr. W. Jones, Optician, HOLBORWNs 
Height of the Barometer and Thermos 
meter with Fahrenheit’s Scale. 
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Corn-Exchange, London, 
RETURNS of CORN and GRAIN, 
From O€t. 12 to O&.!17, 1789. 
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